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News Notes---------------
quote of the week 

He: " Hi. I'm calling from the Columbia Jour
nalism Review. Here in New York , we've seen a wrap
around on copies of GCN which looks like a vicious 
parody of your paper ." 

Me: " Oh, that 's rio vicious parody . That's our 
April Fools ' issue . We spoofed our own paper ." 

He: "Well , tell me the title , so I know we 're talking 
about the same th ing." 

Me: " Gyn/Communist News ." 
He: " Right. And it's got a ... uh ... uh . .. (long 

pause) on the cover? " 
Me: " Right . The Durable Dildo ." 
He: " Well , I guess I' ll have to go back and see 

what 's funny about this ." 

newak granted new clemency hearing 
in june 

SYRACUSE, NY - Lt . Joann Newak , incarcera 
ted at Ft. Leavenworth , Kansas , will be granted a new 
clemency hearing in June, 1983, according to the 
State Conference Legal Defense and Education 
Fund . 

Newak has served the first year of a six year 
sentence for the use of marijuana and amphetamines 
and consensual homosexual acts (see GCN Vol.10, 
No.35). Witnesses in the case have filed contradictory 
statements concerning the alleged drug use and the 
" amphetamines " were analyzed to be caffeine 
tablets. 

The Conference Fund, as well as other gay ac
tivist groups, and Citizen Soldier, an anti-militarist ad
vocacy group for persons in the military, maintain 
that Newak is being harassed because she is a les
bian. Citizen Soldier has also expressed its concern 
for the ever-expanding military view of its jurisdiction 
over the private lives of officers and enlisted people. 

The Conference Fund urges that letters in sup
port of clemency for Newak be written to Secretary 
Verne Orr/Dept. of the Air Force/The Pentagon/Wash
ington , DC 20330. 

milwaukee baths threatened by city 
MILWAUKEE - The Club Milwaukee Baths has 

been cited in a complaint, filed by the city of 
Milwaukee , which states that the "club is willing to 
sacrifice morality , decency and lawfulness in order 
that patrons may have privacy ," according to 
Chicago 's GayLife . 

City attorney John Kitzke was quoted as saying , 
" We are trying to abate the nuisance and enjoin them 
from carrying on the operation . The acts they 're per
forming in that public place are immoral and in viola
tion of several state statutes ." 

Legislation pending in the state house would re
peal or change the laws the Baths ' patrons are said to 
have violated . Should the " consent ing adults " bill be 
passed the case against the Club would most likely 
be dismissed , Kitzke has admitted . 

The manager , Paul DeMarcos , said , " I don 't think 
it 's a serious threat at all. It more or less proves that 
the city has a pol icy of harassing us . What our at
torneys want is to remove it from the state court and 
into federal court to try it as a civil rights case ." 

transsexual on trial for wearing drag 
HEMPSTEAD, NY - Pat Smith , the transvestite 

who was shot in the neck by an off -duty New York City 
transit cop last February (see GCN Vol.10 , No.33), is 
standing trial for masquerading in " unnatural attire, " 
according to the Long Island Connection . 

The charges are not connected to the shooting 
incident and arise instead from an arrest made last 
June 22. Smith was with two male friends who were 
also in drag . 

The trial began March 23, but has been post
poned until April 13. Smith is in the transitional phase 
of a male -to -female sex change and , according to her 
attorney , it is not unnatural for Smith to wear 
women 's clothing . The judge has requested more in
formation about Smith 's sexual reassignment 
therapy which includes instructions from her doctor 
to dress like a woman . 

If Smith is convicted , she could be fined $25. 

r2n2 regional conference 
PHILADELPHIA - The Reproductive Rights Na

t iona l Network (R2N2) wi ll be holding its eastern 
regio nal conference Friday Apri l 15 to Sunday April 
17, in Houst on Hall at the University of Pennsylvania 
in Phil adelph ia. 

The conf erence wi ll cover such topics as organiz
ing for lesbia n and gay pride weeks , anti -semitism in 
the women's movement , teen-age sex , the impact of 
reprodut ive rights on wom en of color and combatting 
racis m in progess ive groups . 

For more information , call the R2N2 national of
fice at (212) 267-8891, the Philadelphia Reproductive 
Rights Organizat ion at (215) 735-8064 or your local 
R2N2 group. 

feinstein approves proposal for a.i.d.s. 
residences 

SAN FRANCISCO - Mayor Dianne Feinstein 
has given her approval to a $250,000 proposal to 
establish eight residences for homeless AIDS pa
tients , according to the San Francisco Sentinel . Two 
of the houses are scheduled to open in mid-April, with 
the other six open by the end of the year . 

Jim Geary of Shanti Project, which is coor
dinating the program , says there are about a dozen 
AIDS patients who either have been evicted or are 
unable to pay their rent because of illness. He 
estimates that as many as 50 other persons may be in 
a similar situation as the year progresses. 

The proposal still must be okayed by the Board of 
Supervisors , but Geary does not foresee opposition to 
the project. " We are dealing with a human crisis 
here," he said. " I can't imagine the city of San Fran
cisco allowing people who have AIDS and are under 
going chemotherapy or interferon treatment to sleep 
on the sidewalks ." 

a.i.d.s. research wheels oiled by 
congress, health institute 

WASHINGTON - Two recent moves by govern
mental bodies may speed up AIDS research funding 
allocations, according to the Washington Blade. 

A proposal to waive certain federal rules for 
research projects was approved by the House of 
Representatives subcommittee on he!ilth and the en
vironment. The proposal is an amendment to the Na
tional Institutes for Health (NIH) authorization bill, 
which now passes to the House Energy and Com
merce Committee . The amendment would reduce the 
time it takes to approve research grants from one yar 
to 4-6 weeks by waiving peer review requirements in 
cases of public health emergencies . 

In what observers say is a response to the health 
emergency research amendment, officials at NIH 
have announced that they will issue a new round of re
quests for grant proposals to investigate the cause of 
AIDS. This decision reverses an earlier one by NIH of
ficials to hold to their policy of limiting issuance of 
grants to just twice yearly. Gay activist groups and 
medical researchers have lobbied NIH to change the 
policy because of the seriousness of the AIDS health 
crisis. 

gay army sergeant to receive fund for 
human dignity award 

NEW YORK - An openly gay sergeant whose 
reenlistment was ordered by the courts will be 
honored at the sixth annual Fund for Human Dignity 
awards dinner . ~ 

Sgt. Perry Watkins was drafted in 1967 during the 
height of the Vietnam War . Despite marking a box on 
his medical history form that confirmed " homosexual 
tendencies, " Watkins was found qualified for service. 
Two months after his third reenlistment in 1979, the 
Army tried first to revoke his security clearance and 
then to discharge him. Unsuccessful at these at
tempts , the Army then tried to block his reenlistment. 
In November , 1982, a court order forced the Army to 
reenlist Watkins . 

Watkins will receive the Howard J. Brown award 
recognizing " the beauty of courage which sustains 
lesbians and gay men in their struggle for dignity by 
those through whose example freedom is a step 
closer for humankind ." 

Also being honored at the May 16 dinner is Holly 
Near , singer and political activist, who will receive the 
Award of Merit from the Fund , the educational af
filiate of the National Gay Task Force. 

babson student group works on anti• 
bias clause 

WELLESLEY , MA-The Babson College Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance is engineering the adoption of a sex
ual orientation amendment to the school s compre
hensive non-discrimination statement. 

The group hopes to add " sexual orientation " to 
the already-existing committment of the private four
year business college to not practice discrimination 
against students or employees on the basis of race, 
sex , color, age, national or ethnic origin , religion or 
handicap. The proposal would also open the school 's 
employee grievance procedures to complaints in
volving anti-gay discrimination. 

According to David Gilders of the Alliance , the 
group's proposal has been approved in non-binding 
votes by faculty and student governing groups. 
Gilders said , " It would be difficult for the administra
tion to go against the wishes of the faculty on this. " 

Gilders said that he had received a letter from 
William Dill, president of the college, and that Dill is 
in support of the proposal. However , he had reserva
tions concerning the legal liability assumed by the 
college should grievance procedures include the op
tion for complaints based on discrimination against 
lesbians and gay men. Dill is said to be seeking legal 
counsel on the matter . 

The Babson Gay and Lesbian Alliance proposal 
is scheduled to be voted on by the Executive Board of 
Trustees in a few weeks . If approved by the Trustees, 
the proposal would become official college policy. 

dignity/integrity president sues bank for 
job 

LOUISVILLE - A branch manager of a bank here 
has filed a suit against his former employers who 
forced his resignation after he accepted a leadership 
position in a gay religious group, according to the 
Advocate. 

Samuel F. Dorr has charged that the First National 
Bank conspired to deprive him of his constitutional 
rights and is seeking $2.25 million in damages from 
the bank. 

Dorr was issued an ultimatum by his superiors at 
the bank to take a lesser position, resign as president 
of Dignity/Integrity and avoid further public connec
tion with the Catholic and Episcopal gay group or re
sign his job as branch manager. Dorr, citing his religi
ous convictions, decided that he had no choice but to 
resign and did so on Nov. 27, 1981. 

Dorr filed a complaint with the U.S Equal Employ
ment Opportunities Commission (EEOC), but it was 
rejected o·n grounds that religious discrimination had 
not occurred. The EEOC does not handle complaints 
of discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

oral arguments in longstaff case heard 
by fifth circuit 

NEW ORLEANS - The Fifth Circuit Court of Ap
peals heard oral arguments on March 22 on the ap
peal of Richard Longstaff from a federal district court 
decision denying his petition for U.S. citizenship, ac
cording to the Texas Human Rights Foundation. 

Longstaff, a businessman in Dallas and 
Houston , applied for naturalization in 1975. In 1977, 
an Immigration and Naturalization Service examiner 
reported that he was gay , but should be granted 
citizenship. After his citizenship petition was denied 
in March 1979, the Fifth Circuit sent the case back to 
trial court to determine if Longstaff had violated the 
Texas homosexual conduct statute. The court found 
that he had violated the statute and that this was a 
bar to his proving he was of good moral character. 
Also, the court found he had entered the country il
legally since he failed to indicate that he had a 
"psychopathic personality," in other words, that he 
WMg~ ' 

The National Gay Rights Advocates had filed an 
amicus brief and argued Longstaff's case in court, 
along with his attorney, Brian Bates. Said Bates, "The 
court seemed unusually well-prepared tor the argu
ment . .. so they [the panel of judges] are certainly 
very interested in the case.' ' 

bwmt chides gay movement for lack of 
black leadership 

PHILADELPHIA - At its Eastern Region Net
work meeting held last month, Black and White Men 
Together (BWMT) chapters from Baltimore , Boston , 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and New York co-signed a 
letter by BWMT/DC concerning the lack of black lead
ership in the gay movement, according to the New 
York chapter 's newsletter. 

The letter, addressed to Virginia Apuzzo, ex
ecutive director of the National Gay Task Force 
(NGTF), was drafted to respond in part to Mel 
Boozer 's forced resignation from NGTF. BWMT/DC 
expressed its concern over the " disturbing trend 
toward fewer and fewer black representatives in the 
leadership of the local and national gay organiza
tions" who claim to represent the entire gay com
munity . 

----------- -------------------------This week's News NotH compiled by Sue Hyde. 
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