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(!N~OUJ!TE~~Y. .,the · ·~~des(~~ all night ~pots 
to ,, become . en fangled ,in t~e . "drag" ~net · is·::. 

'· Birmingham ~s> pl.ii sh ~· ! Poly~esian-styled : "The ·:'°" 
.Castaways., ,._, · ·>, " . ·' . ,,., I I . \ I . ' : 

For th!s :particular ' clUb has ~ al~ays sta_ked i, its .: 
reputation, its policy : anc;l. its -future on gftls-60 .,. o! ''.' 

· them in ;an · exotiq .' mixt~re of sarongs and bikirtls. ' · 
Each, one of them ·1;1: ~u·arante'ed ~1-carat girl !or real t ·': 

Har(l.ly ~he -place , oµe, would think !or any man '· 
posing as a gir~ Yet . 'cur;rently packing them in "at·,_ 
this 1mpeccaj)ly organised ::· 1 • · 

club this week 11,! '"Lana," ' . By DAVID FARR 
who 'i.s · really Alan Kemp, , 1i'' . . . . . 

. bllled as ·: Britain's. m9~t ; ' , anif.c·PETER OAKES ' 
_g_lamorous sh~ ma 11)." ,.:.. ' ? •' ' . . , f... 
. 'l'ruly a castaway ~mong , 1 anti a team of People . r 
the girls I ·· ' . " · , .. . . 

At 31 , ye1J,rs . of kge and ' . Investigators '.i' :' .' 
w1th 12 years of drag behind a.11 look at him We 'think '; 
him, Alan, . qorn at · ;Newton h·e has , a great. act." This, {' 
Ab.bot in the West Country, nowever, was not the view:~ 
has all the expertise and. '. when. Alan took his act to'~/ 
profe~ionalism that·. goes .• ~ Bolog'na, in Italy. He was'·.1 ~ 
with '.his exp_ erlence . and 26... . . bB;nned ' becaus~ of ' th~ .

1
} 

inch '?'aist. " ,.' . ~ . -, degree 11 of provocation." · J, 
'GREAT'·\.'. 1 -1 :J3ut, . at the Castaways J:. 
, ,'' );. ' Alan 'held his audience : 

And sucl_l an act'. ha8" ~ot . spellbound . for' a full 35,~[I 
to be pretty good 'to ·mak!'l ··: minutes with a mixture Q.t~•j; 
any ... impression .:· on ~ the repartee, songs, story telling 1. 
castaways' , own bevy . 'o! . and o:tr-the-cuf! asides, :·:. ::1•/' 
girls. : ' ," · . , In an : exotic diaphanousr.; 

Twenty. ~ine. year ;.~·old .. blue housecoat - cum:.. dress ;~) 
Mary Phillips who mahag~3· 'his . routine ended w1th , as; f 
the restaur'a~t arid is no': professional a strip act · as-y 
mean girl herself said· "We could ever be -imagined-:; ,:. 

· ' · ' '. with men in the audience :·, 
helptng to untie the ribbons 1 

and bows. And the women ' 
. patrons appeared to 'love lt~ '. 

Alan Kemp · began •. life as 
a. £6-a-week shop assistan~i·· ·: 
~ow he often earns £ 250 ,~ , ' 

' week r ·:i1 ' . 

He .. has spent nine · yea'/ . 

abroad • d9!ng drag 1n . ·every 
one o! the Arab co\lntrtes of.· 
the Middle· East, . Paris an~ 
West Berlin· · ·' ~· ·" ·· 4'- "' • 

He said: ',. Ther.e · i; '. '~hso-\ 
utely no doubt ,that there 111· 

a. tremen~ous · 'boom 1n.·drag 
1n· Britain, " . . 

'.'That-.'.·was ,one ,o:r ·,,. the 
reasons ;r ·came back to ,thls 
country ' last year . . Betore l 
;went abroad I couldn' t , get 
enough work. Now I am 
booked up until next Novem
ber. In a :for tnight's , t ime 
'm of! to Beirut." 

. I 

With ' two · agenfa and .. a 
professional dressmaker " "in1 

Putn~y to back .his act, Alan 
looks every inch a woman on · 
stage./ ,;, . · 

' But ' there the mµquerade ' 
1cmqs1. ,. Htl , said: " :I; .d<;m't 
b~lieve, ) n · ~h1ngs .rllke ·~hor~" 

· mone.s,· ·, To me 
, necessary: .. . . 
". "I always remoye my· wig' 
,_· at the end to prove. that. I'lll.. 
··,, really ' a fella.' That's _par t 
. i of the· . ,shock. I ' consider 
'H hls . as a 'job and I · hope I 
1i·do i.t well~" i . 

Unlike some drag -artists, 
,Ala~ . always wears ~- men's 
.clothes , when' he is not on 
stage, . , 

"Even 1!· I · go t o the bar 
1ri the ·club where I am 

" appearing I throw ·on a suit 
and · wear (lark glasses to 
cover my eye make-up," he' 

· said., . .· · . 
, The . one time :. he 'd idn't 

'ch ange· led to . a'n .. unusual ' 
,~ompl1catlon,, ,,..~~H·\.ls e · . ., he , 

was . doing ',· two ciubs at . ·;,, 
, Stockport, with ve ry little , . 
, ··u me ;1 ).I:J. .be tween ac ts, he : ,U' 

l arranged': for a taxi-driver 
to t ake him from one to the ' 
other ln ,!ull drag. . , . 

But one night the taxi- :.Q. t 
, driver . who hac;i dellver~d · . 'i'1; 

him to ·the - one . club · .was. ··~ 
switched and he told hls ·~i 

· successor for a joke that he _:',~ 
must plck up a stripper to -~-

' take to , the next club and '{.' 
she wa.'> gooc;i " tor a chat" •· 
up." , 
. " It took me a quar ter of 
an hour to convince that 
m ii.n that . I was · not a ._, ,, 
·woman.'' . . . '' . 

I n all, · he reckons he has .. . •, 
~;~p~nt .. 9.~tween /, £3,000 .and , , · 

· ~ . i1,. 

on h is extensive 
wardrobe. Right now he 
gets through four pairs of 
tights every week.'· For his 
present two-spot · show at 
the castaways he has !our~ 
changes of costume. · \ 

OFFENDED ... · . .!. 
Alan ls a great believer · tn· 

, the senslt!vlty of audiences. 
He says that in the North 
particularly, a man can get 
away with t h e bluest'of blue1 

, jokes, l;> ut an . audience 
. would be offended by the 

same sort o! th ing coming 
from a woma n-even from a 
m an dressed as a woman . 

He said : " ' It 's very 
·strange, this ·act, but !'vii 
n oticed it t ime afte r tlme. .,,., 

. The . muslon . seems t o per-. .,\~ 
..-c, _s1st w,hen you are lmpersqn- : 
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49 Picture of a man going off to work I 
Cettiryg an affectic;inate hug from his ·: wife, 
Brenda; is another drag artist, Roy Steel, 
of Audenshaw, Manchester. His daugllter, 
Joyce, carries a spare wig on its stand and 
son John carries more of dad's gear. 

Mrs. Steel con.fesses to one small problem · 
·-since her husband becatpe a -drag .. artist 
she· has become jealoU.$ of tile men . who 

... make. passes " at . her husband, beiieving· 
· him to be, a'. woman .. ! ' 

. .. , , ."L~ 
'atlng. a female but som~ <; > 

things should not be · said~i· " 
His. parents are still , his : 

gr ea test admirers. He said: 1 · 

" My mother has seen all my 
ahows 'in Par)s and Berlin 
and even Dad thinks they're 
are at. . . 

"I enjoy getting Into ·an· 
evening gown and going out 
there' to entertain and per.:. . 
haps shocJc the audience. 
And, or course, for me.It's a 
~ucra~ive business.'.' · ,• ,. 

WIGS ., 1, ' ' 

\ ' 
; '! ,:, ~tJ 11 r:.·· 

·. He llas eight or nlne ;•wl~s 
ranging from blonde , to ' , 
auburn. He says; "I·have to 
avoid de.finite colours, They 
make me look too hard." As 
to the future he remains un
worried. He said: -.'1 There 
has always been work tor· the 
really good female imper
sonator, I think I shall get 
by.'' 

Jo.hn Reeve, the owner of 
the Castaways and one of 
,the youngest · big-time ·club 
owners . in show business, 
thought hard before bring
ing "Lana " to the Cast..: 
aways. 

He said: "What 
&ally decided m·e 
w.as the reception he 
got at · the 'Forty 
rI'hieve's,' my club 1n 
Coventry. 
· "He has been there four 
times and played to packed 
houses so r ·thought.we would 
bill him h ere. ' . 

" I was undecided ·at first, ~J 
but having seen him now 
.there is .. notl)ing objection- ' 
able : at all in th~ act. and " 
most' people, especially the 

·_wq!l,1~h,~~·fl~J:A ';t9. ep.joy :H,;'t:; ··: '• 
'Another.',of ..the Castaway · . 

girls, , 24-lyear,..plct fo .. Glennis' . 
Wright '. enthused: ·1 • .'I• ~is is . 
one Of• the j)e1;1t a'cts' I nave·;: · 
ever seen." . , ,• .. ·. , " ·,• 

. · Last word w Mary Phillips, 
>the r estaurant manageress. 
:she s'aid ; "A1p.n h~s got oey
. :t~r legs thaµ 'most, of us! " 


	The People 1969-02-03 Page 1
	The People 1969-02-03 Page 2

