
TRUE SPIRIT CONFERENCE 2002 

ANNOUNCES 

The 1
st 

Annual LOGO/ARTWORK CONTEST!!! 

The True Spirit Conference is a conference held yearly for those labeled female at birth but feel that does not describe who we are and 
SOFFA 's (Significant Others, Family, Friends, and Allies.) 

We are now accepting submissions for logo/artwork to be considered for the True Spirit 2002 Conference held February 15-18, 2002, in 
Washington, DC. 

The 1st place winning artwork will be the one that best captures the spirit of the True Spirit 2002 conference using this theme: 
Letting Our True Spirits Soar. 

The 3 best entries wi II be chosen as finalists. These finalists wi 11 be chosen by the conference co-chairs no later than October 3 I st, 200 I . A 11 
submissions must be received or postmarked by October I st, 200 I. 

1 st PRIZE: 2 free admission passes to True Spirit 2002 conference, and artwork used on all conference materials. ( You must sti 11 
register) 

2nd PRIZE: 
3'd PRIZE: 

2 free True Spirit 2002 Conference T-shirt 
I free True Spirit 2002 Conference T-shirt 

Send all entries to: 
Jodi Burchell, Booklet Editor 
P.O. Box 3516 
Smyrna. TN 37167 
so ffausa@yahoo.com 

Rules: (No exceptions will be made!) 
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No entry will be considered unless the waiver form below is signed, included with the artwork, AND postmarked no later than 
October 1st, 2001. 
Artwork may be done in color, but must be usable as a black and white image as well. 
Formats accepted include floppy disk in .jpg format or copy/original artwork on standard white paper no larger than 8 1 /2 x 11. Artwork 
may also be emailed in .jpg format to soffausa@yahoo.com 
The 1st place artwork may be used all or in part for any and all conference literature or material as well as the artwork for the cover of the 
program booklet for the True Spirit 2002 conference. 
No artwork will be returned unless a self-addressed stamped envelope is included. 
All finalists' artwork will be displayed inside the True Spirit 2002 conference booklet and on the official True Spirit Conference web 
page. 

7. The finalists and 1st place winner will be notified via email (phone or US Postal, if email is not provided.) 

WAIVER: (Please print name) 

___ _ _ _ _ _ ___ understand all of the above rules and if my artwork is chosen as the first place winner, give full rights to the 
American Boyz and True Spirit 2002 organizations to use my artwork on any conference literature, material, !-shirts, booklet cover or TSC 
website for the True Spirit 2002 conference. 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
Name (as you would like it to appear in the program book): ______ ____ _ 
Address: ______________ ___ City: ____ _ _ _ ____ State: __ Zip Code: ____ _ 

Signed: ___ ___ _ __________ date: ______ _ 
Email: - - ----- ---------------

True Spirit Conference 
PO Box I 
Falls Church, VA 22040 
www.true-spirit.org 
Hotline: 703-354-3 185 ( Voicernail box# I) 
(To get a Word Document version of this waiver/ announcement, send email to SOFFAUSA@yahoo.com) 

p. 



SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

Mailing Address: 

Name 
---------------------------------------

Street Address ____________________________ Apt _____ _ 

City ___________________ State ________ Zip ________ _ 

Check one: 

Student/Disabled $10.00/yr __ Regular $15.00/yr __ Institution/University $25.00/yr 

Send check/money order made payable to 'Jodi Burchell, editor' with completed subscription form to: 

Jodi Burchell, editor 

'Your SOFFA VOICE' 

PO Box 1916 

Smyrna, TN. 37167 

NOTE: 'Your SOFFA VOICE' is a quarterly newsletter produced in partnership with the American Boyz 

organization. 



YOUR SOFFA VOICE 
Volurne 4, Issue 3 

CELEBRATE LIFE!!! 

August 1st, 2001 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Greetings!! 

I was lucky enough to be in Indianapolis a couple 
years ago when Minnie Bruce Pratt, famed poet and 
author, activist, femme, and partner to Leslie 
Feinburg, did a reading from her new book "Walking 
Back Up Depot Street" at a local queer bookstore. 

Every time I meet and talk with Minnie Bruce, I am 
impressed. She is friendly and warm and is always 
willing to share her experience and knowledge about 
many issues, including living in "gender fluid space." 
She is one of my personal heroes and I feel honored 
that she has granted us an interview. 

Needless to say, I am very excited about this issue of 
the newsletter!! Check out Joell's interview with 
Minnie Bruce on page 5. 

It's that time of the year again, subscription renewal 
time! If you have been receiving this newsletter for 
more than a year then you're probably getting a 
reminder letter in your envelope at some point for 
either this or the last issue. 

I hope that this newsletter is and has been a useful 
source of information and support for you. If you have 
any comments or suggestions, please feel free to 
email me at soffausa@yahoo.com. 

Recently, someone suggested that the newsletter was 
a bit too "stand by your manish". I thought about it 
and can see where someone might feel that way. So, 

hopefully, I'll be able to add a little more 'realism' into 
the mix in the future. 

Thanks for all your support! 

--Jodi 
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The Sculpting of a Man 

For MY Transman Daniel From Your Melissa 

Pain and struggles 

Aman within 

I see the overwhelming pain 

I share in the struggles 

I chip away to bring the man to the surface 

The process is slow 

I get tired and weak 

Frustration sets in 

I need time to rest 

The pain lessens 

Pure, sweet nectar is shot into his veins 

Attitudes skyrocket 

One step closer 

On the Door remnants of what used to be 

Chipped away 

It is not enough 

He chips away a little on his own 

He carries the weight while I recover 

Jl7ben he is strong nothing holds him back 

His concentration keen 

His progress is astounding 

The pain lessens 

I am strong again 

We work together 

Both strong 

Our love is great 

The worldoad is diminished 

We see the goal 

The pain lessens 

We sculpt his chest, strong and true 

Femininity gone 

The heart of a man beats within 

The pain lessens 

Resources dwindle 

The chipping is put on hold 

The outer world sees the man 

Not enough 

The chips at his feet are washed away by his tears 

Love and tenderness rebuild hirn 

The pain is stronger 

In time the chipping continues 

He falters and must rest 

His muscles fail 

His heart screams out to continue 

I panic and work more feverishly 

Closer than ever 

Will the struggle ever end??? 

Final step 

Sculpting con1plete 

All parts 111ale 

The man e1nerges 

The pain is washed away 

Blissful peace finally arrives 
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SOFFA RESOURCES 

--SUPPORT GROUPS 

Support Group for Significant Others, Family, 
Friends, and Allies [SOFFA's] of Transsexual and 
Transgender People. 

Group focuses on issues that spouses, partners, 
parents and loved ones cope with when a family 
member struggles with gender identity issues. Group 
meets once per month for two hours. For information 
about fees, times and meeting place, please contact 
Choices Counseling & Consulting. 

arlene istar lev csw-r, casac 
choices counseling and consulting 
321 washington ave. 
albany ny 12206 
518.463.9152 
<info@choicescounseling.com> 
http://www.choicesconsulting.com 

~~Personal ads 

FTM_Personals - FTMs (at any stage of transition) 
and those who would like to date them (of any 
gender/orientation) can post a personal ad of any 
length. SOFFA/ future significant others are especially 
welcome! Discussion focuses on FTMs meeting 
people, dating, and sex. Photo and ad required to join. 
Explicit is OK! 
http://eroups. vahoo.corn/group/FTM Personals 

~~EMAIL LISTS 

► Support 

BOOKCLUB ONLINE LIST - A new informal book 
discussion list has been started for FTMs and SOs. Its called 
FTM-SOsBOOKCLUB. Check it out at: 
www.yahoogroups.com/ FTM-SOsBOOKCLUB 

FemmeSOFF As - a list offered as an alternative 
to those that are so all inclusive the femmes 
sometimes get lost in there with the partners of FTMs 
who ID as straight or heterosexual, butch, or are 
bio-male. 
http//groups.yahoo. com/group/FemmeSOFF As 

FTMSOS - for any type of SO of FTMs, regardless of 
background, gender, or sexual orientation. For more 
information, go to: www.yahooqroups.com/FTMSOS 

Nytecafe - a list for straight-identified 
wives/lovers/girlfriends of FTMs. Send email to: 
Nyteflyer1@aol.com or go to: 
www.yahoogroups.com/Nytecafe 

Trannyfags - a list for gay-identified FTM/SOs. To 
join, go to www.queernet.org and search for 
trannyfags. 

Transgenderedcouples is a list for TG people in 
relationships where all partners are transgendered and 
dealing with gender issues. 
www.yahoogroups.com/transgenderdcouples 

Transensualfem is an email list for femmes who are 
primarily attracted to tgbutches and/or FTMS. To join, 
go to www.queernet.org and search for 
transensualfem. 

Trans-Jews list - go to www.queernet.org to 
subscribe or to find out more about it- it's under their 
Geographic/Ethnic/Religious/Spiritual category. 

► Dating/social 

FTM_Dating is a list designed as a place where 
FTMs both gay, straight and bisexual can meet people 
(TG and non-TG) who are attracted to or open to the 
idea of dating or being a partner to an FTM. 
www.yahooqroups.com/ftm dating 

TG leather is a list focused on FTMs and their 
SOFFA's who are active in the leather/BDSM/fetish 
community. www.yahooqrouos.com/tg leather 

FTM_n_WWL T is an email list for FTMs and the 
women, who prefer their company ---and who are 
interested/concerned with today's FTM issues. 
www.yahoogroups.com/FTM n WWL T 

~SOFFA WEBSIGHTS 

SOFFAUSA is a resource websight for SOFFAs of 
any type of TG person. Go to: 
www.aol.com/SOFFAUSNindex.html 

FTMSOS has a new webpage!! Check it out! 
http:/ /home pages about. com/ftmsos/ftmsos 

FTMSOFAQ is a dedicated to answering all those 
questions about being a SOFFA of a transman. 
Go to: http://members.xoom.com/ftmsofaq/ 
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FROM THE BROTHERS 

I'll Build For You 

By Colton Van Wolfe 

The fires of emotions feed the heart, which 
stills the hunger of the soul. 

Echoes of yesterday border today 's 
memory, with the softness of tomorrow's 
dreams. 

To you I offer all that is me, perfect I'm not. 

My love may fall short of a poets words, my 
ways may be different then your ideas, but 
my devotion is as complete as the stars that 
makeup the heavens. 

The simple things in life are all I ask for, in 
return, the chance to hold your hand and 
walk the meadows of my dreams with you 
at my side and maybe be .the reason for 
your smile now and then. 

I'll voice no outlandish requests and make 
no demands.  

When I want sunshine, I 'll look to your 
smile. If I want softness, I 'll retreat to the 
comfort of your arms. If I search for 
understanding, you 'll.find me at the doors 
of your heart. When I wish to wash my soul 
of all pain, I 'll bathe in the depths of your 
eyes. 

We will surround our reality withfantasy 
and create a realm where pain will be 
banishedfor all time. Happiness will rule 
this kingdom, it 's subject, the pure emotion 
of our hearts. 

Never will the river of sorrow flow through 
our land. Nor will there exist the force of 
loneliness . I'll slay all dragons of doubt, 
then lay them at your feet. And build for 
you a tomorrow that will make forever 
seem a fleeting memory . ., 

You Know You've talked About 
His Transition Way Too Much 
When . . .  

. . .  You accidentally call your mom 'he '  and 
your dad 'she '. 

. . .  You have perfected the art of having a 

conversation about your lover, never once 
using a pronoun. 

. . .  You consider naming your unborn children 
gender-neutral names . . . . just in case. 

. . .  You start wondering how you can tell if 
animals are transgendered. 

. . .  You see a shortish, bearded, balding man 
on the street and wonder if he 's an FTM. 

. . .  You realize tha t  you now have a whole 
different vocabulary using new words like 
chestic/es, chestnuts, dick/et, and neo
phallus. 

. . . Suddenly passing doesn 't have anything to 
do with school and packing has nothing to do 
with taking a trip. 

. . .  You 've learned how to count the hairs on 
his legs and back. 

. . .  You've learned the difference between 
peachfuzz and facial hair. 

. . .  You barely know your family doctor's 
name, but you know every chest surgeon 
from coast to coast . . . . and in Canada too .  
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VIEW FROM THE SOFFA 

An Interview with M i nn ie Bruce Pratt 
by Joel l  

When Jodi asked me if I 'd be interested in doing an interview 
with Minnie Bruce Pratt, I Jumped at the opportunity. I met 
Minnie Bruce about three years ago, when my partner and I 
picked her up in Cincinnati and brought her to Indianapolis to 
do a reading at our local queer bookstore. We found her to be 
as articulate, intelligent, and thoughtful face-to-face as she is in 
her writing, as well as a wonderfully warm woman who made 
us feel instantly comfortable. 

JSB:  For a lot of women who identify as lesbian, all kinds of 
identity issues are stirred up when a partner comes out as a 
transman. My fear, as a bisexual woman, was more about 
becoming invisible-disappearing into heterosexuality. Did you 
face issues like that when you and Leslie first got together? 
Were you ever ambivalent about hir choosing to pass or not to 
pass as a man in a given situation? 

MBP :  Because Les l i e  i s  a transgender lesb i an ,  I experience 
our  re l at ion to sex and gender  i n  a very fi u i d  way . Certa in ly  
when we wa lk  down the street together , someone on  the 
corner m igh t  read h i r  as male and see h i r  as a gay male and 
me as a fema le friend-and taunt us  with "faggot . "  Or maybe 
they'd perceive us as a very strange heterosexual  coup le and 
just stare rude ly at  us .  And i t ' s  j ust as possib le  that  someone 
else at the other end of the b lock wou ld  read h ir as female and 
curse us both as "dykes . "  So my experience i s  rea l ly not about 
Les l ie "choos ing"  to pass or  not as man .  Les l i e  j ust is and then 
other people make decis ions based on the i r  own 
preconceptions about sex/gender and ass ign  h ir an  M or  an F 
and a p ronou n .  I n  non-queer, non-trans s ituations ,  my ma in  
concern i s  usua l l y  o u r  safety, s i nce the imposs ib i l i ty of neatly 
assign i ng a sex/gender to Les l ie  can resu l t  in abuse or  worse 
from transphobic peop le .  

And despite the r isks, l i v i ng  i n  th is fl u i d  gender space is thri l l i ng  
for me .  I t  i s  a l so  an extens ion of my l ife i n  women 's  l i berat ion , 
and the strugg le I began  there with other women aga inst rig i d  
sex/gender categories . I entered th is strugg le  i n  1 975 ,  when I 
was "com ing out" as a lesb ian ,  I was also wrestl i ng  then with 
the fact that my ident ity as a "woman" had been completely 
shaped by the p lace and cu l ture of my b irth .  (And this is what 
many of us in women 's l i berat ion were strugg l i ng  with ! )  

For myse lf, I u nderstood that my parents and the people of my 
sma l l  Southern town had i ntended me to be heterosexua l ,  
marry on ly  a white man ,  submit my i deas and p lans to my 
husband , cont i nue i n  the Christi a n ity i n  wh ich I had been 
ra ised , become a mother and be respons ib le  for the home, and 

not i nqu i re too carefu l ly i nto what the men were do ing who were 
runn i ng the outs ide world-the world outs ide the home .  

A "rea l "  woman was some who had fema le gen ita ls (of  cou rse) , 
who was "wh ite , "  who was heterosexua l ,  who was "fem i n i ne , "  
who had passive sex with i n  seri a l  monogamy, who was married 
and had ch i l d re n ,  who had a low-payi ng ,  low-status "woman 's  
job"-and a l l  of these characterist ics had to be s imu ltaneous ly 
true for a woman to be a " rea l "  woman .  

One contribut ion o f  o u r  wave o f  women 's l i berat ion i n  t he  U . S .  
was to shatter th is cong ruence,  t o  break through th is mono l ith ic 
defi n ition  of "woman . "  Th is b reak ing down of the mono l ith meant 
many d ifferent strugg les aga i nst sex and gender assumptions :  
The movement o rgan ized a fig ht aga inst job and wage 
d iscrim inat ion ,  say ing  that some jobs shou l d  not be des ignated 
as "men 's jobs" and some as "women 's  jobs , "  and compensated 
unequa l ly .  Some of us fought  for un l im ited rig ht and access to 
abortion ,  say i ng  that "woman" shou ld  not be based on forced 
matern ity. Some of us fought for i nc reased access to affordab le  
daycare saying  that "woman"  shou ld  not  be based on  the 
backbreak ing work of unsupported motherhood . Some of us 
fought aga inst forced steri l ization  of women of co lor, because we 
be l ieved that women  shou ld  be ab le  to choose motherhood if 
they wished to do so ;  we be l ieved that "woman"  cou ld  not be 
defi ned in a rac ist way, with motherhood a cho ice for affluent 
wh ite women on ly .  Some of u s  fough t  for sexua l  freedom for 
lesb ians and b isexua l  women ,  saying  that "woman" cou ld not be 
reserved for heterosexual women a lone .  

I n  break ing down the restricted soc ia l  mean ings of "woman , "  we 
acknowledged that women 's exper iences and l i ves were 
d ifferent ,  based on  c lass status o r  ethn ic ity o r  reg ion , on  
sexua l i ty , phys ica l  ab i l ity, lang uage ,  nation . We acknowledged 
that "woman"  was the resu lt of a comp lex i nterchange between 
b i rth sex and cu l tu ra l  cond i ti on i ng  in re lat ion to "ma leness" and 
"fema leness . "  We quoted S imone de  Beauvoir :  "Woman is  
made ,  not  born . "  

Bu t  there were l im its beyond wh ich most of us d id no t  go  i n  
app ly ing t h i s  quotation .  The  strugg le  for me ,  for i nstance, as one 
who g rew up th i n k i ng  of myself as a "g i r l , "  was to rec la im the 
idea of "woman"  as an  act of se lf-defi n i t ion .  And certa i n l y  part of 
th is was to beg i n  to travel back and forth across the boundaries 
of what had been ca l led "ma le"  and "female"-1 learned to trave l 
a lone ,  to have sex outs ide of marriage ,  to become a poet. But 
sti l l  i n  p lace were some u nexam ined assumptions .  

( , fmf . .  /J.�. 7 
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_ AN NOU NCEMENTS 

~~New women's sexual i ty gu ide :  you ' re the 
expert! 

Dea r Fr iends ,  

I 'm  writ i ng  to  ask you r  he l p  i n  creat i ng  a n ew book  on  
women 's  sexua l i ty-The Who le  Women ' s  Sex  Book-for 
pub l icat ion by C le is  P ress i n  2002 

The Who le Women ' s  Sex Book wi l l  featu re br ief, 
anonymous quotes from a d iverse a rray of women 
address i ng  a l l  aspects of women 's  sexua l ity . I 'm ask ing 
you r  he lp i n  reach i ng  women who wou l d  l i ke comp lete a 
confident ia l  q uesti o nna i re .  The i r  i n pu t  wi l l  make th is  a 
g reat resou rce, o ne  that wi l l  p rov ide  enco u ragement  and  
support t o  thousands  o f  women .  

I n  1 999 ,  I wrote 
http: //www. c le ispress com/Pages/who le lesb ia n .  ht l  
"The Whole Lesb ian  Sex Book :  A Pass ionate G u id e  for 
A l l  of Us " ,  t he  fi rst comp rehens ive g u i d e  for lesb ian  and  
b isexua l  women ,  fi l l ed with an  encyc loped ic  a rray of 
i nformat ion and  enco u ragement  fo r a l l  sexua l  sty les .  A 
breakth rough  book ,  The Who le Lesb ian Sex Book i s  
recommended for a l l  readers by L ib ra ry Jou rna l :  
"Newman 's  sex g u ide  for lesb ians  i s  s u perb .  Why  can ' t  
more heterosexua l  sex manua ls  be th is  good?"  Good 
Vibrat ions  and othe r  sex toy stores se l l  The Who le  
Lesb ian  Sex Book to the i r  heterosexua l  women 
customers ,  because they  say  t ha t  none  o f  the books 
a i med at heterosexua l  readers a re as  good . 

The Who le Women 's  Sex Book w i l l  be comprehens ive ,  
pos i t ive ,  sexy ,  and h e l pfu l ,  and wi l l  reflect t he  concerns of 
ALL women - heterosexua l ,  l esb ian ,  and b isexua l ,  you n g  
and  o ld , partnered and  s ing le ,  trans  a n d  trad iti ona l l y  
gendered ,  sexua l l y  exper ienced and  new to sexua l  
exp lorat ion . . . .  

I f  you wou l d  l i ke to fi l l  ou t  a confi den t i a l  q u esti onna i re ,  
p lease contact me .  
Thanks so m uch , 
Fe l ice Newman 
fnewman@cle ispress . com 

ANONYM I TY I wi l l  excerpt br ief  passages from 
q uesti onna i re responses to weave th roug hout  the text. 
These wi l l  appear anonymous ly .  I may  write back to you to 
ask you add it io na l  q uest ions ,  and I w i l l  send you a notice 
when the book comes out. You r  responses wi l l  not be 
shown to anyone e lse ,  nor wi l l  you be added to any  
ma i l i n g  l i st .  I f  you a re concerned about  you r ema i l  address 
ident ify i ng  you r  response (or  if you  know m e l ) ,  p lease 
send you r  response from a F R E E  a n onymous  HOTMAI L 
or YAHOO acco u nt .  Responses n eeded by December 3 1 , 
200 1 

~~New webs ite 

Femme Resou rces , B utch i n  F i l m ,  Apprec iat ion of 
the B itch 
http: //www.geocit ies .com/pi ratefemmex/honeybarbara . htm l 
And don ' t  forget to s i gn  the g u est book !  I t ' s  there to 
bu i l d  a homes ites resou rce page for femmes ,  at a later 
date 

~~TRAN NY F EST 

Tranny  Fest :  Transgender  & Transgenre C i nema ,  i n  
S a n  F ranc isco w i l l  be he l d  M i d-Novem ber ,  TBA 
Our webs i te :  http: //members . ao l . com/trannyfest 

We are look i ng  for donat ions  and  vo l u n teers .  
Ou r  vo lu nteer form i s  a l so  on  o u r  websi te .  

Tra n ny Fest i s  a week long  ce lebrat ion of the sweet 
comp lexi t ies of the Transgender  exper ience .  Ou r  
fest iva l t heme  th i s  yea r  wi l l  be Tranny  Fest 200 1 
"Gender  Armageddon ! "  Trans  and  fan wi l l  part ic i pate 
in ou r  M u lt i -g a laxy of pe rformance ,  pane ls  a n d  part ies 
end i ng  in a g l amo rous  ma rathon of " F i nger-Snappi n ,  
g ro i n -b u m p i n ,  tea r-je rk i n ,  heartwa rm i n g ,  gu t-bust in  m ix 
of experimenta l ,  documentary ,  d rama  & pornograph ic 
fi lms ! "  O u r  even t  p ro u d l y  boasts d i ve rs ity a nd  an  array 
of cu l tu res .  We have as  many  gen res and  we d o  
genders .  P lease come  j o i n  u s .  

~~N EW FTMSOs WEBSITE!  

FTMSOs,  the ema i l  s u pport l i st has  a n ew webs ig ht .  
Check i t  out at : 
h ttp : /  /homepages .  about .  com/ftmsos/ftmsos 

~~SEEKING SUBMISS IONS 

FTM I nternat iona l  is  seek i ng  SOFFA's t o  s u b m it 
co l u m ns fo r pub l icat ion i n  ou r  regu l a r  SOFFA col u m n .  
P lease s e n d  s ubm iss ions a n d  i n q u i res to : PO Box 
34500 ,  P h i l a .  PA 1 9 1 0 1 or write: 
FTM I ma lebox@ao l . co m .  

-SUBMISSIONS F O R  "You r SOFFA VOICE" 

I f  you have a SOFFA-re l ated announcement ,  
p lease send it v ia  ema i l  to SOFFAUSA(n).vahoo .com . 
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For i nstance , though  my soc ia l iz ing i n  gay bars made me 
fami l i a r  with "femme" as way of be ing lesbi an ,  I was so caught 
up i n  re- learn ing  how to be "woman" that I d id not c losely 
examine my "femme" identi ty du ri ng  those ear ly days .  After a l l ,  
"fem in ine" had  been synonymous with "weakness" i n  t he  o ld 
defi n it ion of "woman . "  On  some leve l ,  I u nderstood that my 
gender expression was not i nextricab ly l i n ked to other 
attri butes that I had been socia l ized to defi ne  as "female" 
( i nab i l i ty to change the o i l  i n  a car, i nab i l i ty to be d i rect in 
commun ication ,  etc . ) .  But ne ither the outs ide wor ld nor I 
thorough ly understood that gender express ion (mascu l i n ity , 
fem in i n ity, and rogyny) was s imp ly  that-a gendered 
expression of one's self-noth ing more or  less . And that th is 
was separate from one 's sex/gender identity .  

These are the k inds of assumptions that a re be ing cha l lenged , 
wonderfu l ly ,  by the contemporary transgender l i be ration  
movement .  Th is  movement is reopen ing the d iscuss ion ,  begun  
by  women's l i berati on ,  o f  what does it mean  to  say: "Woman i s  
made, not born"? Because o f  cou rse, then , t he  same question  
must be asked of  "man . "  So it is thri l l i ng to me ,  as  the partner 
of a transgender person ,  to fi nd myself l iv ing i ns ide those 
questions ,  every day .  

JSB: S/HE was a tremendously important book for me when I 
was dealing with my partner's transition. I felt like I had found 
someone else who felt the same way I did about a person who 
was living in and moving between the gray spaces between 
male and female. Do you think that being attracted to that 
gender fluidity or transitional bodies is a sexual orientation of 
it's own? 

MBP:  At  the fi rst F2M conference i n  San Francisco there was 
a SOFFA workshop where one of the part ic i pants raised th is 
very q uestion .  There were about 1 00 of us in the workshop, 
most of us partners/lovers/spouses of trans people-and that 
loving part was the on ly  aspect of ou r  identity we held i n  
common '  Because otherwise we  i dentif ied as  femme lesbian 
women or butch lesb ian women or  femme stra ight  women or  
butch stra ight men or  b utch g ay men or  transsexua l  women or 
transsexua l  men or male d rag q ueens or-there was 
practica l l y  a d ifferent sex/gender/sexua l ity i dentity for each of 
us in the room.  

What we shared was our  des ire for ou r  trans partners-And 
one woman  asked : " Is th is rea l ly  my sexua l i ty?" I s  "transerotic" 
a sexual orientation/preference? Certa in l y  I can now go back 
in to my memories and see how each one of my s ign i ficant 
l oves has been for a person who l ived h i r  l ife on  the edge of 
"ma le" and "female , "  "mascul ine" and "fem in i ne . "  

JSB :  Is writing part of your way of processing the changes and 

issues in your life? Did writing SIHE change your perspective 
or affect the process you were going through at the time?  Are 
you going to write more about gender? Is there ever a day 
when you don 't think about gender in some way? 

MBP :  Duri ng  the time  j ust before I met Les l ie ,  I was certa in ly  
confused and chal lenged about  what  sex/gender meant ,  and 
what gender express ion meant ,  i n  my rea lm of lovi n g .  And i t  
was d u ri ng  th is period that I began to write the p ieces i n  S/HE, 
as a way of exp lor ing that confusion .  Years earl ie r, when I had 
begun  to be pol i t ica l l y  active i n  women 's l iberation ,  I had 
ga ined a basis for understand ing  my pub l ic fema le se lf .  I got 
fam i l i a r  with fem i n ist theory that cha l lenged the soc ia l  ro les 
ass igned to men and women .  I began the adventure of 
expand ing what I could do and th i nk  "as a woman" beyond the 
boundaries d rawn around me in my g i rl hood . I was able to 
affi rm forth rig htness and power i n  my l i fe as a woman ,  rather  
than re ly ing on  the man ipu lat ion and i nd i rection ,  the  passive
agg ressiveness, often characteristic of us as women when we 
exist on ly i n  oppressed space . 

But, meanwh i l e ,  i n  my private and sexua l  l i fe ,  I conti n ued to 
experience a fee l i ng  of powerlessness with lovers-a 
d issonance between my g rowing  pub l i c  powerfu l self and my 
private sexua l  se l f .  And th is  was reflected i n  the dynamic 
between me and my  lovers-the i n i t ia l  attract ion between me 
as femme and a butch lesb ian ,  the ear ly i ntense erotic ism, and 
then the co ldness, withd rawal ,  o r  hosti l i ty. F ina l ly ,  when I went 
th rough  a persona l  p rocess of recovery ,  as I got sober and 
dea l t  with my fam i ly 's h istory of a lcoho l ism,  I cou ld see that 
these negative in te ractions were connected , at least in part, to 
un resolved issues about sex/gender  identity -both in my 
butch lovers and i n  me!  

One of the important aspects of writ i ng  SIHE fo r me was to 
look at the specifics of my own gender expression ,  as a femme 
woman-to look  a t  the  way that "fem in ine sty le , "  or bei ng a 
femme,  has been equated with "woman . "  At least i n  an Euro
American context and economy, those of us seen as 
fem in i ne-and therefore be long i ng somehow to woman-are 
deva l ued , l i tera l l y .  We are seen as a commodity, an item of 
exchange ,  someone for sa le or to be consumed , used . So the 
soc ia l  val ues attached to fem in i n ity have become negative
fem mes are thought  of as " b ra i n less , "  " passive , "  "s l utt i sh . "  

These were val uati ons  of me  that have somet imes 
emerged i n  the past, from my lovers ' subconsc ious and 
out of the i r  mouths ,  often dur i ng  sex. Later they 
wouldn ' t  even remember say i ng  hurtfu l words .  But of 
course I remembered . Yet it took me  a long t ime to 
understand that th i s  k i nd  of dynarn ic is not i ntr i n s i c  to 
i nd iv idual re l at ionsh ips, but that the h i storical bas i s  for 
ant i -femme att itudes is l i n ked to the reasons for ant i -
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woman oppress ion  i n  the larger world ;  And, of course, I 
cou ld see that those of us who identify as women but who are 
perceived as being mascu l i ne ,  l i ke butch lesb ians ,  or butch 
straig ht women ,  or women work ing "nontrad it iona l , "  i . e .  
"men 's , "  jobs, are devalued i n  othe r  ways-by be i ng  told they 
aren ' t  " rea l "  women ,  fo r instance . 

And I got a much better understand ing  of how i ntense soc ia l  
pressure is put on men-al l  k inds of men ,  i nc lud ing 
transmen-to deny any part of themse lves that  cou ld  be 
perceived as "fem in i ne . "  Writi ng S/HE rea l ly  he lped me g rasp 
the connections between anti-woman atti tudes, and anti
transgender and anti-transsexual atti tudes. 

JSB: You and Leslie both speak often about coalition building, 
and how important it is for all minority communities. There 
seems to be an alignment appearing between the bisexual and 
trans communities; do you think that's a natural coalition? 
What do those groups have in common that makes that 
coalition so easy? Which other marginalized communities 
would you say the trans community has some natural 
alignments?  Which connections are more difficult? 

MBP:  The modern gay movement in the U .S .  was sparked by 
the Stonewa l l  Rebe l l i on  in June  1 969 in New York C ity, when 
the most oppressed members of the lesb ian/ gay/ b isexual/ 
transgender commun it ies un ited i n  fig ht ing back against po l ice 
bruta l ity .  The people who fought  back at the Stonewa l l  Bar 
were African Amer ican and Latin a  d rag q ueens ,  transsexuals ,  
gay men ,  and butch lesb ians .  Some of them were homeless or 
hav ing to turn tricks as sex workers for a l iv i ng ,  a l l  of them 
were being harassed by the pol ice fo r not l iv ing in the 
"appropriate" gender. The orig i n  of the modern gay movement 
i n  this moment has never been forgotten i n  the U .S . ,  and 
efforts are being renewed today, with the emergence of the 
transgender movement , to re i nforce those connections. Les l ie 
has written e loquently and he lpfu l ly on the bu i ld ing of these 

coal i t ions in a recent book of essays , Trans Liberation: 
Beyond Pink or Blue. 

But the l i n k  between various sex and gender oppressed 
people wil l be strengthened on ly if we inc lude in ou r  
analysis a c l ea r  understand ing  of t he  ro le o f  rac ism and  
class inequa l i ty i n  perpetuat ing oppress ion .  Because just 
as "woman"  is not a homogenous g roup ,  our  "queer" 
commun ity is not s imply one homogenous g roup  of peop le .  
There is  more v io lence ,  more d iscrim i nation ,  more 
oppress ion aga i nst queer people of color, aga i nst poor 
queer people ,  aga i nst those most obviously o r  openly l iv ing 
a transgender l ife . To be effective ,  any a l l i ance between 
sex and gender oppressed peop le must be based on 
address ing the needs and l ives of the most oppressed 
with i n  ou r  commun it ies. That is how s ign ificant , lasti ng 
change wi l l  be made. Anyth i ng  e lse is cosmetic, and can 
be wiped out with a sh ift i n  the ma i nstream pol it ical winds .  

JSB:  What a re you work ing on now? 

MBP :  I recently pub l ished a book of poems,  Walk ing Back 
Up Depot Street. These a re story-poems about what i t 
means to love "outs ide the boxes , "  both i n  the strugg le for 
connections across the seg regat ion imposed by racism ,  as 
wel l  as how tru ly q ueer it is to love across sex/gender 
boundaries .  

Th is summer I 'm putt ing together  a Selected Poems: 1 98 1 -
200 that shou ld come out next year. I t  wi l l  have queer love 
poems from early out-of-pri n t  work, as wel l  as poems about 
my re lationsh i p  to my sons, and some new poems as wel l .  
Fo lks who'd l i ke to know more cou ld go to my web site 
www.mbpratt . o rg ,  later i n  t h e  fa l l  fo r pub l icat ion 

i nformation . ¥ 

--A very specia l  thanks to M inn ie  B ruce Pratt for sharing 
her persona l  i ns ight  with us .  
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MEN LOVI NG FTM MEN 

RELATIONSH IP  WISHES 
By Arth u r  Freeheart 

I 'm  no longer a p rima ry s ig n ificant  other of an  FTM . I 'm  a s i ng le  & avai l ab le  guy !  

A friend recent ly  suggested a romance-re l ated exerc ise . I t  i n vo lves mak i ng  a l i s t  o f  th i ngs  you  want i n  partnersh i p  then 
us ing that l i s t  as g u ide ) i nsp i rat ion , and cata lyst i n  deve lop ing  re l at ionsh ips .  I fig u re if I l ist wants that specifica l l y  re la te 
to be ing a transexua l  man  i n  re l a tionsh i p  here it m igh t  be of some re l evance and/o r  i n te rest to other  FTMs and FTMSOs . 

I pay l i tt le atten tion to gender  as an  i nd icato r  of persona l i ty tra i ts .  I don 't expect men to be a l l  th at much d i ffe rent  from 
women .  I 've never seen " the sexes' ' as opposites. I see peop le as peop le .  (Th is  i sn ' t  a u n iversa l  FTM guy  atti tude .  I t  
m i g h t  not even be a majori ty FTM guy  att i tude . )  I wou ld  l i ke to leave gender  expectat ions a nd  gender- l i n ked stereotypes 
out of my futu re re lat io nsh i ps .  

I wou l d  l i ke to  be  ab le  to  share i n t imacy wi thout cons iderati ons o f  wha t  be i ng  with an FTM says abou t  my partners '  
sexua l  orien tation  overshadowing our i n teraction . 

I wou l d  l i ke to sha re my comfo rt leve l  with my hormona l  rep lacement therapy and su rg ica l  gender  mod ificat ions with 
partners .  I n te l lectua l  to l e rance and/or acceptance of FTM s u rgeries isn ' t the same th ing ! 

I wou ld l i ke to share any  concerns I h ave about the d i ffe ren tness of my sexua l  response post-su rgery with partners 
withou t  those d i fferences be i ng  seen as defects . 

I wou l d  l i ke cons iderat ions of my be ing FTM to be part of "getti ng  to know each other" rathe r  than a major theme i n  
re lationsh i p .  ( I f I were pre-transi t ion , go i ng  t h rough trans i t i on , or  an t ic ipat ing more su rgery th is  wou l d  not b e  o n  m y  l is t . )  

I wou l d  l i ke to be body-posit ive and s ize accept ing w i th  my partner .  

I wou l d  l i ke " gender p l ay" [o r any other k ind of scrip t i ng ]  in lovemak ing to be an opt ion rather  than a g iven . 

I wou l d  l i ke my chosen soci a l  se lf-presentation  to be affi rmed and acknowledged by my partners .  My soc ia l  se lf
presentat ion is as an and rogynous man . I don ' t  want a partner  who fee l s  ob l i gated to "out" me  to peop le o r  exp la i n  my 
socia l se lf-presen tation  to them i n  some way. 

I wou ld l i ke to avo id  being hab i tua l l y  " ser ious" [mean i ng  non- p l ayfu l
1 
"heavy" 

1 
process f ixated] or h av ing a " you and 

me ag a inst the worl d "  l ife raft menta l i ty .  

I want  to  be  spontaneous .  I want to  keep th i ngs  as s imp le  as possi b l e .  I want  open ,  c lear commun icat ion . I want  mu tua l  
comm itment to  re l at ionsh i p  success . I wan t  fu n !  

I 'd be very i n terested i n  see i ng  FTM-specif ic l ists created b y  other trans g uys . .  I 'd a lso b e  i n te rested i n  FTMSO
specif ic l i sts . Feedback to th is one appreciated ' 

~~Arlhur [ArlhurFreehearl@aol. com] is the American Boyz Nat iona l  Bi/Gay Liaison . 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued . . . .  

~~Northeast Bisexual Conference 

The Northeast B isexual Confe rence has  expanded . I t's now 
"Transcend ing Boundaries : Ce lebrati ng the Spectrum of 
Sexua l ity, Gender, & Sex , "  and the search for 
workshop/presentation submiss ions has beg u n !  We are 
active ly look ing for workshops geared towards poly/bisexua l ,  
transgendered , transsexua l ,  and i n te rsexed peop le .  

As peop le who fa l l  between the estab l ished norms of gay or 
straig ht, male or female ,  b isexua ls ,  pansexua ls ,  trans ,  and 
intersexed peop le have strugg led as m inorit ies with i n  a 
m inority. With increas ing v is ib i l ity i n  the general GLBTI 
commun ity and the pol i t ical rea lm ,  the t ime has come for an 
event ded icated to the particu lar  concerns of our  commun it ies, 
and to our common issues .  

In New Haven ,  CT, on  October 1 9-2 1 , 200 1 , "Transcend ing 
Boundaries" w i l l  p rovide a forum i n  wh ich b isexua l ,  pansexua l ,  
trans ,  and i n te rsexed peop le ,  as wel l  as a l l ies ,  can fi nd a larger 
sense of commun ity and a renewed sense of the importance of 
fig ht ing for our  rig hts . 

Workshops may be geared toward one commun ity, towards 
more than one ,  or  towards a l l .  Wh i le some topics , such as 
"Transition ing "  may be su itable to just the trans commun ity, 
other topics such as "Coming Out" or " Bu i l d i ng  Commun ity" 
can app ly to many commun it ies at once .  

We want workshops on  bisexua l  experiences, transgender 
experiences , the i ntersections ,  the l i n ks ,  the d ivides, the 
commonalt ies ,  the strengths between the two. We want 
workshops on fam i l ies ,  sexuality, re lationsh ips ,  heal th ,  
commun i ty ,  sp i ri tua l ity, race, activism ,  youth , ag i ng ,  
d is/ab i l i t ies , day-to-day l ife , q ueer theory ,  l ega l  issues, 
l iterature and the a rts , and more .  

We want to  g ive you  a forum to  d iscuss what you  want to 
d iscuss. We want seasoned presenters . We want people who 
have never presented before. We want people at their first 
confe rence. 

We want d iscussions ,  panels , forums ,  presentations ,  
performances, and act iv i t ies, whatever you want to do .  For 
more i nformation about the confe rence, o r  to down load the 
workshop proposal form , vis it 
www.transcend ingboundaries .o rg 
Please note : submiss ions are due  August 3 1 , 200 1 . ( I f  th is i s  
absol ute ly imposs ib le for you ,  p lease e-mai l  me as soon as 
you can . )  

I f  web access is a prob lem for you ,  p lease contact me and  I 

wou ld  be happy to get the form to you via e-mai l ,  sna i l  ma i l  
o r  fax .  A lso ,  fee l  free to contact me with any othe r  questions 
you may have. P lease forward th is e-mai l  to any appropriate 
l i sts you know. 

Alex the g l i tterbo i 
Workshop Coord i nato r  
femmeboy@netzero . net 

~~INTERNATIONAL DAY OF I N C LUSIVEN ESS 

to co inc ide with the clos i ng  of the I LGA G loba l  Gay 
Summ it and the open i ng  of the UN World Conference 
Aga i nst Rac ism .  

SATURDAY, S E PTEM BER 1 st ,  200 1 , 1 : 30 PM -
OGAWA P LAZA, DOWNTOWN OAKLAND ,  
CALI FOR N IA 

K IC KOFF :  S U N DAY, AUG U ST 26th , 7 : 00  PM -
HARVEY M I LK P LAZA, 1 8th & CASTRO,  SAN 
FRANC I SCO,  CAL I FOR N IA 

P lease come and  show you r  true co l o rs . . .  peace out .  

OTH ER WAYS TO G ET I NVOLVED :  

TO ATTEN D  THE CONFERENCE :  
http: //www. i lgaoak land200 1 . org 
o r  CALL 5 1 0-663-3980 

TO PROVI D E  COMM U N ITY HOUS ING  
FOR  I NTERNATIONAL D E LEGATES:  
I LGA0ak land200 1 @ao l . com 
o r  CALL 5 1 0-663-3980 

TO VOLU NTEER FOR THE CONFERENCE 
Vo l unteer Ema i l :  
EastBayPri de@hotma i l . com 
o r  CALL 5 1 0-287-5733 

EAST BAY P R I D E  EVE NTS HOTL I N E : 
5 1 0-287-8780 

M E D INPRESS :  
ebpmedia@ao l . com 
or  CALL 5 1 0-663-3980 

www .eastbaypride . o rg 
www. i lgaoak lan d200 1 . o rg 
www. i l ga . o rg 
www . i g l h rc . o rg 

Be a part of h istory .  And he l p  make homophob ia and 
sex ism a part of  h i story ,  too 
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