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The Congress of Representatives to the lntl•rnational 
F oundction fol' Gw1nder Education ( IFGE) hes .ssl'rtE>d its 
autonomy and successfully avoided a takeover 
orchestrated by IFGE executive director Merissa Sherrm 
Lynn. 
During the scheduled meeting of the Congress during the 
6th .. nn_u.il IFCE conv4ilntion in Houston in April, Lynn rl' .. d 
a proposal that the- Congre-ss of Re-pr•s•ntatives b• mad• a 
standing committee or the IFGE board w1th a cha1r 
appointed by the IFGE board. Her proposal also contained a 
preamble that implied no one in IFGE knew what the 
Conql'ess w.s suppond to I>" doing .ind th.it it h.id not• 
accomplishe-d anything since- its ince-ption. 
Alison Laing and JoAnn Roberts, who or1ginally proposed 
the creation of the Congress, pointed out that the IFGE 
proposal was directed to the IFGE board and not to the 
Congress its.,Jf. Th4ily clso not"d th.it th" IFGE bo�d could 
take- any action it lik•d with r•spect to the Congr•ss, but 
tl'lat any sucl'l action would be non-binding since the board 
had no authority over the Congress. The Congress then 
passed a series of motions that reestablished its 
.iutonomy; "l4i'ct"d • ch.irpl'rson, vice-ch.iirpl'rs:on, end 
re-cording s•cre-tary; and •stabHsh•d a working group to 
draft a new statement or purpose. The Congress also took 
the unprecedented step of meeting a second time during 
the IFGE convention to ratify the statement of purpose. 
l.iter, .it th" .innu.;il meeting of th" IFGE bo.ird, Lynn 
propos•d a d•f'inition of' me-mbe-rship in IFOE that would 
!'lave permitted non-profit organizations to become 
members of IFGE by becoming members of the Congress. 
When the board tab led her proposa 1, Lynn withdrew her 
propos:.il to mcke th" Con9rC1ss .i committH of th4i' bo.;ird 
without discussion. Lynn also att•mpt•d to block Congre-ss 
chairperson Laing from addressing the board by stating .. , 
want this on the record the Congress of 
Representatives has no status with IFGE". Several board 
m"mbers dis.iqrl'4ild W'ith Lynn's outburst, .ind L.1ing w.s 
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allowed to speak, suggesting that IFGE appoint ., boar-d 
ml'mbl'r to cc1: .s licison to th" Congress to ensurE> bE>ttE'I' 
communication. 

Leone Neil, director of the Minorities Tr-ust in New 
z.,.J.nd, h.is .nnounced th;. n4ill'd for eutb.eks in l'lel' 
organiz:ation's ope-rations in the- futur•. 
Ne11, wl'lo was scheduled to leave tier pos1tfon wfth the 
Department of Labour at the end of June, says she will 
not have sufficient income to continue her overseas 
n"tworl< in th;. futur", .)though sh" int4ilnds to continu" 
publishing th• n•wsle-tt•r "Transcar• ", in sea l•d-down 
form, unt11 at least February or next year for her paid 
subscribers. The reduced format will be made necessary 
not only by a lack of funding, but lack of access to 
v.irious tl'chnical .ind scil'ntific public.itions du" to Nl'il's 
luvin9 the- civil s"rvice-. 
Neil also has indicated that tl'le Minorities Trust itself Q 

REMEMBER ... Yhen writinQ us about 
lf•ur sulltscript;on, ,toaso romo11111tor to 
include ljOUr 4-d;q;t subscrilutr number! 

CHARTING THE LEGAL JUNGLE 
What are the legal risks of crosmres.m1g? When is it advisable to 
obtain a court-ordered name change? Can you get veterans' 
benefits toward sex reassignment? What about Medicaid and 
Medicare? How do you go about having )'OUI' Social Security card 
and your driver's license altered? These and scores of other 
puzzlers that plague the transsexual in tramition are answered with 
brevity and lucidity in an amazingly useful little paperback by Sr. 
Mazy FJ.izabeth, s.5E. 

LEGAL ASPECTS OF TRANs.5EXUAUSM is an updated and 
ezpanded version of an earlier edition. The 1990 edition is neatly 
printed in pamphlet form. Within the space of its llli pages, author 
Sr. Mazy FJ.izabeth. of the Sisters of SL Elizabeth of Hungary, 
manages to tackle most of the legal questions you're likely to ask. 
and the answeIS she gives are i-ed on thorough, documented 
research. 

I recommend this booklet without hesitation to every person who 
starts out on the transsexual route. as well as to all �rs 
who go public or plan to. It is available from J2CP Information 
Services • P.O. Box 184 • San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693-0184 for 
$1LOO, ($10.00 + $1.00 postage and handling). 

You'll .be pleased to have it with you all the way to the operating 
table. 
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NE'1r'S'tr' IRE . . .  cont 'd. 
w m  hav9 to b9 r-9 locatE>d wm,1!'1 th9 n9xt two y e ars du9 to 
th" p"nding d"mo l i t ion of its curr"nt  hom" for motor-wc1y 
exp,ms ion . 

The !!'lt9rnationa, F our'ldation for G9r'ld1.>r Education ( !FGE) 
c1 t t"nd"d th" Mc1y m""t ing of  th" Ameorican Ps1:1ch ic1 tr-ic 
A ssocia t ion  ( AP A) in washing ton DC, the first time any 
organ izat ion or s e r ' ' ic e  from the gender communi ty had 
e ver exhib i ted a t  a n  AP A Qather in9 . 
Mor-9 than , 4 ,000 psy chiatr ists from arou!'ld the wor-1d 
w"r" introduc"d to IFGE , and thousands stopp"d c1 t  th eo 
lFGE bootl"I to rece ive an informat ion  packet, review 
publica t ions , and one-on-one conversat ions with IFGE 
s taff . " It was amaz1n9 , " said Merissa Sherr ill Lynn, IFGE 
9xecutive dir· 9ctor- . " I  p9rsonaHy hlked w'ith 
p sy ch i c1 tr is ts  from Ch in a , Russ ic1 , Turk"Y ,  c1nd lrc1n . In 
four day s we r eacl"led more professional people who 
needed our information than we  could ever have> hoped . In  
addit ion , most of  them had 9ender conflicted c lien t s , 
which miuns W9 r9achod their clients as; woH . "  
lf0£ 's preosl!'nceo c1 t  th" 1 45th AP A conv"nhon was madeo 
possiblE' tl"lrough the efforts of professionals from within 
the gender community who sa\ot the tremendous 
impor-tanc e  of IFGE reachin9 out to mental  health 
professiona,s . "This; is on,y a beginning , " said Nancy Cole , 
vice' chc1 irpf!'rson of the- /FOE board o f  dir"ctors. "'Th" 
tot al e ffect of our e fforts  w m  never t ruly be kno-wn , but  
we do know \ote be long there ,  and at  other such gather ings 
of professional or9anizations . After v ears of  patien t ly 
wa iting to be he ard,  we have a for\Jm and have found that 
the-re- c1r" those- out th"r" who arf!' willing  and r-udy to 
l lsten . "  
In addition to Ly nn and Cole, IFGE was represented by 
director of operations Yvonne Cook-Rilev , dir ector of 
nsurch Dr . She'1a Kfrk , Winslow Stroot Endowment Fund 
d irf!'c tor Lc1ura  Caldw" n, Congr"ss of R"prf!'sf!'ntativ"s 
cl"lairperson Al ison la ing , and board member /publisher 
Jo Ann Roberts . The AP A has already extended an 

S EXY S H O ES 
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invitation for IFGE to att end next 1J e ar 's convent ion  in San 
Fr ancisco . 

*** 
A new support and social group has been formed for 
crossdresser s ,  transsexua ls , and other 9ende r  
community factions; in the Char l o  He , NC m1.>tropoht.m 
aru and the' surrounding rf!'gion . 
In a letter sent to l 9organizat ions in an eight- state  
t'egion , the C arol ina Trans-Sensua 1 Alliance (CT A)  
announced its intent to "entice as many c lose ted CDs  out  
int<> the sisterhood of acceptance of i ts  peer-s  as 
possib l" ·· . CT A sa id it will support the' coming out of  c1ny 
members of the community , regardless of what  group 
they choose  affiliation with .  To that end , CTA has offered 
space in its forthcomin9 newsle t t er " All The Beauti fu l  
Poop 10 " to  any group in  tho region wis:hin9 to promot9 
itsf!'lf or publish group n"ws and act ivi t i"s . 
The only restr 1ct1on CT A is placing on membership is a 
stated intent to exclude non-CD gay or bisexua l males . 
Those interested in the 9roup can contact J .G . at P .0 . Box 
25 mo , Suite 1 88 ,  Charlotte NC 29229-5 1 00 .  

**<i> 
The Sacramento Gender Association (SG A),  one of the 
survivin9 former chapters of the now-defunct  Gatewav 
Gender Alliance , hu become the firs t  gend1.>r community 
organica tion to o ffe-r a to11- f'""e- 800 numb"r- for its 
hotline . 
According to a report of its most recent execut ive  
committee meetin9 , SGA obtained the 800 number to 
reduce its monthly phone expense and improve response 
to the- loca l  gl!'nd"r- community . Figuru r-f!' luse-d sho w  ci 

$6 .00 per month  saving over the previous answering 
service that maintained the old number, due part ia l ly t o  
SGA obtainin9 its own equipment to  hand le t h e  new 
service . 
50 A 's n"w numbe-r is 1 -800-595- 7742 (750 A) .  

,J1;.. ,J1;.. ,J1;.. 
� T-" �  

The formation of a new interdisciplinary advisorv board 
has; boon announced by tho American Ed\Jcational G9nder 
Information S"rvict', Inc . (AEG IS) . 
The new board , which consists of 28 prominent 
individuals dedicated to the study and we lfare of  
trans9endered persons ,  will give advice and su99est ions 
on import ant  and controvers:ia\ issues ,  as; W9H as serv9  
as  a stnring commit te-" for i'IEO /S . Theo pane- 1 w i l l  b"  c;) 
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NE"w'S'w IRE . . .  cont 'ti. 
po\ lQd  >Q'IQr .1 timQs; • '-j Q •r ,  .nd individu.1 bo.rd  
mt'mbt'rs wil1 be- cont<!lctt'd <!IS ne-e-dt'd for input about the- i i· 
spec1al ty areas . 
Inc luded on  the board 's membersh ip  <1re nine phy sici ans , 
inc ludinQ we 11-known gender communi t1,,1 phlJ sic,an Shei la  
K irk , M .D . ;  Sli \/ Qn Ph .D .> , including V irgil"I,. Princi , Jo AM 
Robt'rts , and Pe-ggy Rudd ; two R .N .s, one- Jd . S . ,  <!Ind two 
M . A . s .  A var iety of  prominent  organ izat ions are 
r epresented by its members , inc luding the American 
Ps1,,1 ch iatric Association , the Har ry Benjamin 
\l"ltlirn.tional Gindlir Dy sphori. Associ.tiol"I , Rin.iss.nCi 
Educ<1 t io n  Associ<1 t ion , thf' Internation a l  found<1t ion for 
Gender Education ( IFGE) , and the Society for the Second 
Se lf (Tri-E ss ) .  More than half  of the board members have 
written books and m<lny have published papers about 
qendQr dy sphori.  il"I pur-rivii-Wlid sciqntific journ.1 ls . 
In dddi tion to the- V<!lriety o f  medic,9 J1y -relatt'd disc ip lines  
r elevant to the gender c ommun1ty , several o f  the  t,oard 
members bring expertise in many unconventiona l but 
import<lnt are<ls, such as politi cal activism ,  
p .r .pro fQssion.1 coul"lsehng , .nd prostitution . M.1ny o f  thli 
bo<1rd members are themse lves transgendered ,  and one 
member, G ianna Eveling Israel , will serve  as a fac ilitator 
to ensure that  tr ansgendered persons with important 
issues will be heard by the AEG IS board of directors . 

.:.ll:. .:.ll:. .:.ll:.  � � �  
A blood dr ive is being c oordinated for Ken Allen , husband 
of well-known gender communi ty photo grapher Mariette 
Pathy Al len . 
Allen , -.tho is il"I need of frequent blood transfusions: .s • 
resul t o f  h is recent i11ness , is be ing treated by St . Luke 's 
Roosevelt Hospital Center  in New York City . Eve Burchert  
o f  the  Chi Chapter of  Tri-Ess is  coordinating the blood 
driv e ,  which on 11,1 requires that individuals donate blood 
.t the'ir ne.rest b loodcenter .nd h.ve ,t crlidited to Allel"I 
at St. lulr:e 's Rooseve l t .  
The  hosp itars address, for those bloodcent ers that need  
i t  for crediting, is 428 W. 59th St . , Ne\o/ York NY . '  
Those  interested in donatino can find their neares t  
b loodclil"lter i n  thli y eHo-w ?•ges , or  can te le?hone Leli 
Zwick in the Chicago area <!It (708) 298-9660, extension 
4 1 1 , for information . 
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Two new organizat io ns have been founded to serve 
tr.ns:gendered people in  the m;d'-IQs\ . 
Sarb<!lra Bertr<!lnd , a member of the- Chic.sgo Oender 
Soc 1ety , the lnd1ana Crossdressers Society ( IXE) , ,r nd 
Cross-Port, has announced the forma t ion  of the Louis v i l le 
Gender Socie t1,,1 , servinQ southern I l l inois , Indiana , ,r nd 
Kentucky . Thliy h.ve .lr udy bequn ho lding meetings .1n<l 
publishing <!I newsle t ter . 
Meanwh1le , the Quad C ities Soc ie ty for Sexual Educ at 1 on  
has announced i ts  first meeting , and has scheduled fu ture  
monthly meetings in  the Davenport area . Bo th  
org.niz.tfons: el"'e v,e1coming tr.nssqxu.1\$ , 
crossdresst-rs, and sign ificant o thers , w ithou t regard to 
sexual orientation or gender . 
The Louisville group can be reached a t  P .0 . Box 5458 , 
Louisville KY 40255 ; the Davenport group at 1 236 W .  8th 
St . ,  Davenport IA 52902 . 

� ..D.:.. ..D.:..  "1'1" � �  
A n  expansion of services by the Montgomery Medic al  a nd 
Psy chological Institute has resulted in the creation of a 
support gro\Jp .nd profess:iol"lel serv ice il"I C.inesv i111i , 
Florida . 
The new F lorida service will be  operated by an expert o n  
transsexualism from the medical community , an a t t orney  
active in  transsexual issues,and a licensed psy choloQist 
exper ienced in gel"lder therepf,j . It joins the ll"lstituh ·�  
main fac ility in  Deca tur , Georgia and an informat ion 
service bas ed in Augusta to  provide a full-servtce gender 
program in the region . 
The new Gainesville group will beoin meeting in AuQus t ,  
after screening intervie-ws �re he ld for potint i.1 1  
participants. Re l• tionships h•v• a lre<!ldy been t'stab l ishE"d 
with other local professionals (cont "d on � 2e] Q 
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THE EDIT□HIRL PHGES 

I 
ICY M B E R L E I G H "S Cl l  P BOA R D  

I _ -- KymDElr�,gll Richarrfs _ 
Last  montt, , when I d1scussed the "rose glasses 
syndrome " that has become prevalent in our communi ty ,  
I de l iberately avo ided a second c omplaint that I rece ived 
it'I r9C9f'lt mof'lths , eV9f'I though it br ings up • re  l.t,d 
ma lady . 
Those readers who 11ve In the Los Angeles area (or a t  
least  have read about the continuing flux in this region)  
know that I hav e  been personally involved in much of  the 
pol itics of our loc. l  community . In the p.1st few ye.rs ,  I 
hav" b�"n prPsidPn t o f  both a now-dpfunct and a curr"nt 
Tr1-Ess chapter ; the T ri-Ess national board member who 
brought two feuding Tr i -Ess chapters together into one 
Qroup ; and the coordinator for a now-dissolved local 
group ( "The V .lley G ir ls " ,  from which this f'lewsletter 
tomPrged  origina l ly ) .  
About the same time that the two feuding Tri-Ess 
chapters were mergjng , with me as acting president ( I 
was subsequently reelected) , "The Valley Girls " was 
f.1Hng .p.d . To be honest , it w.sn 't RE ALLY th.t much 
o f  a group . . .  mostly i t  was a bunch of  cros:sdrPss"rs 
who met ror breakfast a fter the Queen Mary closed 
every Saturday night (we never charged dues or even 
maintained a membership list) . Well , several individuals 
bl.med me for the br9.l<up o f  "The V,11ley G;r ls " ,  ,1nd .t 
l"ast on" Tri-Ess mPmbPr accusPd mp of  orche-strating 
the reud b etween chapters so that I could execu te a 
"power play " and be "queen of the hill " after bring ing 
the warrinQ faction s  toQether . 
I -.,on 't  specific.Hy .nswer those ch.rges in this 
co lumn ; th" accusations we-rp madl!' some- months aqo , 
and I defended my se lf to my accusers individually . But 
what worries me is that I am seeing a disturbing trend 
of oneupmanship (oneupWOM ANship ?) in our community 
where every onai jockey s for position to see how 
important th"Y c an make- thPmse-lve-s . 
I l'lave seen tMs happen b efore. Longtime subscribers 
may reca l l  past editorials on  the subject .  But this time I 
p erceive a definite polarization in the community -- " If 
y ou 're  supporting me , then y ou c.n ' t  support her " .  It 
has e-v"n had an e-ffe-ct on "Cross-Ta Iii: " :  I have- notic"d 
that a lot of the regulars at the Queen Mary let their 
subscriptions lapse without r enewal since I stopped 
han9in<:1 out there , leadinQ me to suspect that their main 
re.son for subscr ibing w.s to .tt.ch themse lves to my 
"fac t io n " . Since- I 'm no lonqPr th•r•, thP at tachm"nt is 
no longer n ec essary . 
I have long unders tood that there will alway s be politics 
in our communi ty , and tha t  dismay s me as much as it 
does those -.,ho wish the pol itics would go •'-"•Y so they 
could jus t drPss up and have- a good timP . (Most of the­
dismay ed are also the ones rejo icing b ecause I stopped 
printinq " bad news " . ) And while there are some political 
differt•nces that will NEVER 00 away -- such as the 

disp.r.te .gend.s of thai CD /TV community .nd the TS 
community -- I trullJ b"h"v" most of th" politics re-vo lv" 
around petty conflicts and ego trips . 
I, for one , wish I could open my mouth and say whatever I 
want without it mortally woundinc, someone ,  but the 
rulitt.j is: th.t m.ny members of our community t.1ke 
e-v"'"IJ dfffe-re-nc• of opinion pPrsona lly and re-se-nt any one­
who has more "power ·· than they do . We have tr1ea to 
correct some of that with our "Vox Populi " column , 
where any reader can express dissentinQ opinions on 
.ny thinq we h.ve printed in the p.1st . But f11w c.re to do 
so , pr"fprrinq to  grumb l" loudly to any onP within 
earshot, in the hopes that disagreeing publicly might  
somehow make- the disagreeing party more important . 
I feel very stronc,ly that we have the potentia l to func t ion 
.s • unifiaid community , but th.t then peHy 
disagrHme-nts and powe-r trips k•PP us fr-om bto ing 
unified. We must somehow learn to respect each other s 
opinions and to let those who have been chosen by us as 
our leaders to do whatever they think will be best for the 
common good , without s11cond-guess::ing their motives .nd 
prPsuminq that th•y hav" only the-ir own b"st int•rnt:s a t  
heart . 
Can we PLE ASE trlJ to work together ? 

I COG I TO E RGO F E M  I _ -- Anne 8/dckWDO!f _ 

TMs past Apr11 saw many tMngs In Los Angeles . Thi? 
sacking and pillaqing of the inner city . The burning and 
lootino . The crossdressino and socializinQ at "California 
Dre.min"' .  I w .s th•n on Frid,1y to co-mod•r.1te .n op•n 
forum which was int•ndPd to a ir commun itlJ conce-rns and 
propose goals and way s  or rea11z 1ng them . Saturday I sat 
in on Cy nthia and L inda Phillips ·  coup Jes workshop, which , 
even though I am not in a relationship now, I found very 
inform.tivai . Ev•ry on• who h.1s the oppor tunity should 
participatp in i t . 
In the past I have said (and in  the future l will cont inue to 
say) that we are not one united community. We are 
instead several communities which have crossdressin9 in 
common. M•mbers of those communities h.1ve differ�nt 
goals aJonq with som• share-d on•s . The- primary shar"d 
goal 1s to acMeve soctal acceptance for who and what we 
are .  But we are different things and this can lead to 
confusion on the part of the oeneral pub lic . We need to De 
cle.1r on the diffennces .  Wai ,1\so need to be .cceptinq of 
uch o th•r . � 

·c ROSS - TA L K ·  now accepts articles on 
computer disk in both DOS ( ASC 1 1  preferred , 
but 'tt'ordPerfect 1 YorclStar I Microsoft 'w'ord 
or x, 'lirit• acc•ptabl•) and Macintosh ( ASC I I  
onl'J ) .  Yflen submitting articles o n  dislc 1 please 
label disk if Hae or non- ASC I I .  

5 

��--- -- - - ---



ED ITOR I AL P AGES . . .  ct.mt ii. 
l h.v'i' .l gendti>I" / sex OI" m,nd /body d,sun, ty .  ( I th,nl< 
pe,rhc1ps "g•nde,r /s•x d isun ity "  is b• t te,r be,caus• I now 
bel ieve  tl'la t gender is determined by bra in structure .) Or 
in common vernacular , I 'm a transsexual . ( Isn ' t  my term 
more descr ip t ive '  . . . A ll r ight , al l r iQht , no more 
"Tti>l"ms " content . )  Now , h.1v ing w.tehti>d my sh.re of 
O•,-a ldo and a l l  H,c1 t  i lk , I c1m ct ware, thc1 t soml!' pe,op ll!' don ' t 
u nderstand the phenomenon ( Includ ing those int imately 
i nvo lved) , some peop le rejec t  the existence of  the 
p he nomenon ( inc ludinQ members of the communities) , an,1 
somti> pti>op1ti> .ll"ti' simply bo-.., i1dti>rti>d by thti> phti>nomonon 
(e-spe-c i-, lly me-mbe-rs of the- communi t ies) .  I know who I 
am ; what  I a m .  But , the abovementi oned peop le may not 
be l ieve me because I have  no scienti fic , object ive data , 
no third party  explanation . I t ' s  my word against . . . 
whosti> ? God 's ?  Sure , to somti' pti>oplti> . (81.ekwood vs . 
Ze-us ?) This doe-sn 't just -'PP ly to m• , it -'PP lie-s to •nry 
member  of  the crossdresslng communi t ies . So, what do 
we do about it ? 
What do we do about it ' As I said durinQ the open forum, 
wo r .ise fonding for l"eso .1rch . "'w' .it • minute , "  you s .y , 
" I though t y ou s<9 id we- should r-, ise- mon•y for charity ! " 
Indeed I d id . The purpose of that is to show the world w e  
are good neighbors and thus shou ld not b e  scorned . 
Howeve r ,  it is not enough . While raisin() mone y  for 
cl'l.l"ity .nd women ' s  c.usos l'lolps us g.1in tolti>r.nco .1nd 
pe-rhc1ps -,cce-p tanc• , it is not •nough . w'he-n som.-on• asks 
y ou why you cross dress, the answer , · ·secause it feels 
good, " isn ' t  much help and only promotes the notion that 
we are all a b unch of sexual deviates . And while fer some 
of  us tl'l.t .nswti'r is truti> in .rid of  itse If, it isn ' t  for .. 11 of 
us .  w'• ne-•d to bl!' ab 1.- to say , "According to rl!'S'l!'arch 
done by Dr . Doofus at Bol'lunk Untverstty in  1 992 ,  the 
DNA sequence which controls the replication of certain 
plasmids leads to a whooziwhazzit which (Jives rise to the 
condihon th.t c .. usos mo to wti'.1r my wife 's c lothes . "  But 
whe-re- did Dr . Doofus  ge- t the- funding for the- r.-se-arch ? 
The government ? Maybe ,  b ut more likely tt came from 
charitable organizations such as MD A ,  AEF, ACS . 
Sometimes Qovernment grants are on a matchinQ basis , 
so  y ou sti ll nHd to r.1iu money from tl'lose ti:,pos of  
chc1ri tab If'  organ;z:ations . Or , to put it mor.- acc:urat• ly ,  
w e  need t o  form tl'l1s ty pe of charitable or9an1zation to 
raise money for research . 
It is all well and 900d for me to say that the desire to and 
• ct of crossdnssing is tho br .. in 's w .y of  eruting • 
sy mbo lic un ity with thl!' body, that is the- brain 
symbolically unmes gender and sex in the TV, TG or T S  
by putting o n  a feminine shell , i .e .  crossdressin g .  But it is 
just my opinion . By doing the research and failing to 
displ"ove thti> thti>ory it  bti>comes ,1 v .. 1id thti>ory .1nd thus ,1 

us• ful too l  in unde-rstanding -,nd e-xpla ining the­
phenomenon . Science doesn ·t  prove theories, t t  either 
disproves them or it doesn ' t .  Those theol"ies \v'hich 
s ur vive multip le and on9oinQ assaults are 0enerally 
.cceptti>d .s; "most prob.1ble " ti>Xpl.n.tions . Armti>d w ith 
such a th•ory w• can go ou t  into th• world and say, "This 

is why I am what I am! "  and the wor ld has a difficu l t  t ime 
s.1y in9 , "Bull ", bee.use DI" . Ooofus , .nd M.re1,,1s; 
Sw•l1he-ad ,  HD . have- tntl!'d th• th•orl!'m in >< numbl!',- o f  

ways and i t  remains the bes t ( I .e . ,  simplest) explanation 
of the phenomenon .  It is no longer just my opin ion , b u t  a 
tested theory . And the testers were outsiders wi th  no 
Vti'sted interest in the outcomti' of'  the reseircl'I . When the 
wor ld c an no long•r say, "Bul l " ,  thl!'n WI!' ctrl!' on thl!' W � \J  

to acceptance . 
Any volunteers ? 

V□X P□PULI LETT E RS T O  T H E  
E D I TOR 

Re : · K y m be rl ei g h · s  Cl i p boa rd·  ( Ma r c h  · 9 2 ) : 
The acid test of a title choice for transience o f  gender 
must b e  "does the namer dub themselves bv the ir own 
choice .. rid then 1ive it ? " . I .. m tl'le fil"st Gender Tr ,ms ient ; 
I alway s  was and ful ly int•nd to cont inu• b• ing a GT fo,­
as long as I am in the business of transforming, explor ing 
and travelling through our world . Frankly , I don 't  care 
what anv one e ls e  dubs our 0ender , I shall remain GT eve n  
if l h .. ve t o  bti> tho only onti' in the world . I migl'lt even 
pre-f•r it  that way . . .  I wasn 't look ing for c:onvl!'ds . 
Throughout cont inental Europe  and Latin America, all 
persons of our gender are called "travesty " , whether 
they like it OI" not , and in rare  moments when the bullets 
.re not fly ing , th• c lubs .. nd I.shes not falling , or the 
urg•nc11 to mak• •nough mon•y to Jiv� at a l1 do•s not  
exist , they M IGHT ponder what it means . 
When one l ives inside a war akin to our nation within 
nations · own Vietnam, I am tempted to be intolerant of  
1N"h.1t sHms to me to  b•  luxury debatti's and insfruction� . 
Thi!' t.-rms fall into thr�• c4t.-goriu at pre-se-n t : ( 1 )  
Apologetic, 1 .e .  adapt Ions of the names g1Ven by the b ig 
outside, accepting that there is confusion and i l l ness  
involved , that we  are chanoinQ our minds halfway throuQh 
life , .1nd thus halvin9 our exper iti'nce ; (2) H .. lfw ,1y good 
trie-s, i .e- . ac:c•pting tha t w• art' a third qe-nd•r, tha t  we­
embrace the totality of human experience , and enjoy � 

TO S [ N D  A RT ICLES O R  L ETT ERS TO T H E  
ED ITO R  V I A  T H E  ·c ROSS - CO N N ECT I O N .  B BS :  

• Dial (8 1 8) 549-0529 to aooess the BBS . 
• After loq-on . se lect ·E-Mair f,-om the 

openinq menu and send a messaqe ta  use,- ID 
•tcq mmer • 

• Ple,H,111 .att.ach � aur .articl• ar J111tt111r .as .a 
te,ct file attached to the e-mail messaqe . 
DO NOT flJ pe  IJ Our text as e-mail . 

IF YOU ARE NOT A REG ISTERED USER ON 
•clilOSS-CONNECT ION • • IJ DU will  h.av111 ta 
provitle ne-w user infarmatian the first  t ime 
IJ DU Jaq-an . You malJ leave e-mail fa,- the 
S1J s0p requestinq next dalJ access after IJ OU 
finish the new user information sechan . but 
IJ DU c.annat up la.ad f'ihu;; the t..am• d.alJ . 
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ED ITOR I AL P AGES . . .  t:Mt 'tf. 
two or mor 9  choicQ s  in .n cOMQl)h� .nd .chons: (but  thes;e 
trit's .sr-t' s t i l l  fau ltt"d , m.sr-rt"d by  ne-rvous subc;onsc;fous 
gum) ; (3)  Ber serk l ,.ngry , le . "OK , so y ou  call me 
travesty / she-male / fagella I n.mcy boy I powderpuff I 
e tc . ,  then I ' 11 name mv se lf just th.at and defi.antlv make a 
vid1Je of it " . . .  running onto the blade of the enemy Vlilt 
cPrta inly g ivt' us tht' t' lt'mt"n t o f surprisP , but what tht"n ? 
L lk e tl'le Lat1n Amer1can Indians wl'lo , wf1en speared , 
pul led themse Ives  up the spear and cu t  o ff the 
ConQuist.ador ' s head , we  can on lv  · total one foe before  
being -toti l led . The  next  gener..tion of foes; '-IHl s;prinq up  
armt'd w ith the-ir- own de-rogaton; labe- 1  for us , and wi l l  bt'  
.ib le  t o  add more  t o  It for tl'le ir  own ends . 
I would warr.int that the sisters  down in tha t deepest end 
o f  our world pligh t will willingly embrace "Gender 
Tr .ins:ient " .1s; • s;e 1f-des;cription over .n others . I .m ;ii 

Ot'ndt'r Transie-n t Androgy nt" . It comt-s from within mt', a 
s;ster l 'brotl'ler t o  the n ation within nations of  the same , . 
and the GT  has for med his /her own character, 
persona litv , att itude , way of life, and way to be- . I go 
.ny wh9re , .ny time , iny how I pleue ,  reg.rdless; of .ind 
t"qval  to any otht'r human bt- in g .  So,  dur siste-rs ,  dt-b.s te­
.all you w ish and dec;de .  Le-t me know and 1 ·1 1  can y ou 
whatever you l ilc:e,  but . I am still Gender Transie-nt 
my self, forever . 

-- P�� K�l4', Fr9SYH.,�lw', 1. 0. W., Eng� 

Tt,ere have been numerous articles published , in Lord 
knows how many newsletters , concerning what we should 
call ours e-lve-s . The terms " transvestite "  (TV) , 
"erossdresur " (CD) and "transsexual "  (TS) have beien 
around  for t-ons ,  and -- for tht' sak• of argumt'nt -- art' 
the ones most used and recogn;zed by those of us in the 
community and John 0 .  Public . Not necess.irily 
understood , mind y ou ,  but at least recognize-d . 
Some y e.rs; b.ek , .inother term , "tr.nsgenderis;t "  (TG) , 
was co int'd to distinguish a pe-rson l iving full tim• as a 
wornan frorn the occas1onal CD ; tMs term is now 
commonly used to define the TV  /TS community as a 
who l e ,  regardless of the- other terms . A couple o f  months 
.go , the no1,,1 infamous; "bigenderist " (BG) .ppured . This 
n l!'wly -mintt-d t•rm is be-ing ust-d in the- hopt's that th•ir­
usage over time wm legit imize i ts coinage . 
You suggest a "nation a 1 vote "  t o  decide this " important 
issue " . .  . that a ballot be included in national oender 
publications .nd .ls;o b9 distributed by org.niz.tions; 
bP longing to thP IF'OE CongrP::ss of RPprut'ntat ivn . Th• 
vote would tt,en be collected and tamed by  IFGE , and 
the-reafter, a 11 persons and groups in the gender 
community would be " bound " by the results of that vote . 
Suppose a11 the polit ics with IFGE and the Congress; of 
Reprtost'n tativt"s {Editor s M:1� : � tni.r nwntn ::S-
� IVSIV!n' ? are resolved t o  every one ·s satisfaction . 

Where does all the money for this national vote come 
from ? Is IFGE QoinQ to assess  ever1,1 one on their list of 
org.iniutions; for funds to handle the fcrmul.1tion of the 
ba l lo t ,  the- mai ling , and tht' handling  costs ? Is 

"Cross-Talk " ?  I doubt it . I also doubt i f  anv or-Qan izat 1on 
will contribute one penny from their gener .,1 funds to 
finance such a nons•nsical vndt"r-taking . 
1 ,  for one , strenuously object to being "bound .. by an 
"official list of te-rms " being i ssued "ex cathedra " from 
anv organization, be- it IFGE , Tri-Ess , or whatever . This 
n.1me game issue shouldn 't r ank V9ry high in iml)ort ance 
on the- l ist of  rt"al issut's on our nation al agenda . 
Let 's stick to calling ourselves the "CD /Ts ·· communi ty 
and do away with the stupid term "transgender is t " I 
don' t  know why a crossdresser that has elected to  l ive 
fuH-time needs; ;ii s;peci�l d9sign.tion . She 's; is • foll - time 
c;rossclr•sse-r as oppost"d to a part- t imt' one , th.i t 's .i 11 . In 
my book she ·s  no different other than she's thrown an of 
her male attire in the trash heap . . .  and that ' s  where 
these new terms and calls for a "nat iona 1" ele ction 
be lon9 . --Jun Co.odnf9',f, AtMM1n1 CA 
{fdr'tor ::S- /lib� : Ms. Oo«th,yl,f ::S- 1:omn1Mf.s- � �� 
from �  Mitor�I "11'111:11 � ,n tlH?- M3(//� i.s.srR 
of' 7Jirl T<ilk ",  tlH?- M> V.s�t� of'Po �  Puffs of Or� 
Countr,, J 

Ile : ·Te r mi nalo9 9  fo r t he C ra:t:td r-e:,:,i ng 
Co mtnun1 t lj · ( Ja n ua r lJ  · 9 2 ) : We f1nd our selves 
again embroiled in the ce-ase less c ircular search for 
labels. 'While I concur with Or . Prince that "labels "  ( I  
pref9r "descriptive words ") .ire needed .s a po int of 
rt'ft"rt'nc• ,  I do not agrH with t' itht'r the- choic• of words 
suggesled or the baste rat1onale behind tMs cho1ce .  
The term 'bigender" (big-ender ? ? '?  as in large posterior) 
is ne-ither appropriate as an overall descr iptive term for 
our community , nor is it e asily understood by infereMe 
for th• re-st of th• populat ion . I would likt' to provide- tht' 
following counte-rpotnts : 
1 .  "Bigender " would imply that every one in the 
commlllitv has a dual oender disposition. I 'm sure that the 
fetishistic crossdres:s;er 'tlho hu • str ictl'j m.1 le qend9r 
ide-nt it.J would protut to random assignation o f  dva l  
gendertsm (these tnd1vtduals also protest the use  of Q 

NOT E: 
AN UPDATED VERS I ON OF THE 

NAT I ONAL HOTL I NES  L I ST HAS 
BEEN ADDED TO  THE ·cROSS-T ALK.  

MENU  ON  THE  ·cROSS-C ONNECT I oN ·  
BBS .  

IF  VOU DO NOT HAVE ACCESS T O  
·cROSS-CONNECT I O N .  4 gou mav 
:,e nd a M 1 0  :,ta m ped ., :,el f- add r-e:,:sed 
envelo pe ta receive a p ri nted co p lJ  of  t he 
l i st .  
Mai l ta : ·cRDSS-T ALK ­

P .D .  Bax 944 
Yaadland HilJs CA 9 1 365 
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ED ITOR I AL P AGES . . .  cont 'd. 
U1Q torm " fr .nsgondQr " ) . I 'm  .1s;o s;uro th.t m.ny 
transse-xua ls  wou ld prot"st ti'!" assign ation of g"nde-r 
dual i ty because  most have establ ished having a gender 
i dent i ty ak in to the oppos ite genetic sex and are thus not 
biQendera l .  
2 .  "8 iqQndon1"  would . lso b o  confusod with "b isoxu.i1 " by 
the- ge-n"ra l pub l ie . Dr- Pr ine"  fre-" ly adm its that th" 
general publ ic  does not comprehend the difference between 
" sex " and " gender " ( for mos t , th� terms are v i r t ua lly 
s y nony mous). I t  therefore fo llows tha t  the 9eneral public , 
when ho .r ing tho torm "bigendor .1 " , will -., ;thout  • doubt 
bl' con fuse-d with "bis"xua J ", wh ich we- in the community 
obvious ly do not  need. 
3 .  Dr . Prince asser ts t hat the prefix "tr ans- " means to 
permanent ly cross or move beyond  someth ing .  I beg to 
d iffo r on this point ; "tr .ns;- " c .in indood mo.n tompor.ry 
or trans itory . Aft"r- al l , the- t"r-m "transv"sti te- " doe-s not 
mean that the person permanently dresses in clotMng 
s ty Jes assigned to the opposi te sex . Ergo , the term 
" tr ans gender " does not d ic tate  a p er manent cross ing of 
qondor. 1  hnos; (it doos;n ' t  procludo • porm.nent cr-os;sinq 
" ith"r) . 
I propose usage of the term ··transgender" as an overall 
and inc lusive term for our community . All Dr . Prince 's 
arQuments for "biQender " in regard to s imp licity and 
undors;hnd.ibMy .lso .ipp1y to U,o torm "tnnsgondor " (but 
I won 't  tak" a tr-ip through the- dictionary ) .  The- prefix is 
a lso used in  other descriptive t erms w ithln the community 
and the pub l ie,  so there can be little confusion ( bo t h  
" tr-,nsvestite " a n d  "transsexual " are already in  the 
d ict ion.ry ) .  For the fot ishis;tic cr-os;s;dros;s;or- with s;tr- ictly 
a ma1e- ge-ndt'r id"nt i ty,  " 'transge-ndt'r " is sti11 ducriptive­
o r  their c ross1ng or gender Hnes On clotMng only ) ,  and at 
the other  end o f  the spectrum "'transgender" can refer to 
the transsexual who has permanently adopted a s ing ie  
qonder idontity .kin to thti opposite qonotic s;ox (SRS 
merf' ly be- inq a mt'dica J proce-dure- to a l iqn ana tomica l  
g enttal appearance  t o  that of t h e  opposite  genetic sex) . S o  
i t  c a n  b e  eas ily argued that t h e  t er m  " tr a n s  gender " i s  

h ioh lv <1ppropriate and h iol'l lv  d escript ive i n  reference t o  
our  communlty .s; . who1Q . Fin.a lly , tho ovt1r W'ho lm1C'\g 
common usage- of th" term "transgt'ndt'r . .  in our 
community today is the usage I have proposed . I -,sic: • Why 
bo t her to change terms when we a lready have one which 1 s  
proper ,  c lear , and a lready i n  common use ? 
In .icknowlodgment to Dr . Pl"incti , I recogniu th.at sh'1 
co inf'd the- te-rm "transqe-ndt'rist " to re-ft'r to somf'one- who 
has perm-, nently adopted the g ender role ty p 1ca lly 
assigned to the oppos ite genetic sex . However , I wou ld 
su99est in  the interest of standardization of terminology 
th.t tho tol"m " tnnsgendol"ist .. . s dofinod by Dr . Prine" b'1 
abandont'd and ano th"r tt'rm ust'd  in rPfer"nce- to onl' who 
cross- lives  f1Jl1 -time in the opposite genetic sex gender 
role (may be something  like " transro le /transro ler / 
transroled /transrolist" to remain cons istent  and s imple ) .  

-- T� F�i.ckson, � Antonio TX 
(Fditor f th� . · l'l,r:S- f'W)QH'dl or7rndlfo/ � ,n 
� EtJp/1,Drid -:. ME- M' "v.Sk-ftN- or ti,€, CDulton & Park 

Soc�tr/, Nltf "vd.S S'f.ll;�tfv distr�tM to o� 
pMdt?r commun itr; put; /icc1tlim.s .J 

·yoJ< POPUL I - is y our opportuni ty to comment on issuf's 
of importance to the nat ional gender community  or to 
respond to editorials and articles appearing i n  
"Cross-Talk " .  
Vou m.y write us; .t P .0 . Box 944 , Woodl.ind HHls; C A  
9 1 365 ,  fax u s  a t  (8 1 8) 347-4 1 90, o r  se-nd us "-ma il 
through the --cross-Connection ·· BBS . 

GET A FR I END T□ SUBSCR I B E .  
A D D  A FREE  MONT H  T O  

YOUR O W N  SUBSCR I PT I ON ! I !  
OETlill.S otYPlllJE r 7 
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I THE MAKEUP M I RROR 
F I X I NG T H E  W R ON G  L I P ST I CK C O L OR 

Oed,,r Va l. It st>ems that wht>ne v er I buy 1'pshck I choose a 
c o lor tnc1t  looks wc1y too  dark once I get  1 t  on my l ips . 
Since I cc1n ' t  exactly try it on in the s t or e before ! buy , I 
wondered 1 f  there was  some w a4 t o  make a too -deep red  
color l iqhtein up  .i l i t t lP  -- Shprr·y , California 

Of>.ar Stiern/ Fear no t '  Actu a l ly , with  prac t ic e , y ou ' ll D e  
able t o  c h o o s e  the  b e s t  l ipstick co lors for y ourself .  U n hl 
then . look a t  y our c o l le ct ion . I f  y ou ha ve c o lo r s  tha t  a r- e  
t o o  d.ark , y ou m .a y  a l!.o h a v e>  chospn some co )ors that .are> 
too hciht , Usmci a s t iff 1 ipshck brush , hciht1y c1pply some 
of ttle darker- l ip s t ick fir st , espec ia lly around the lip lme . 
Then apply y our l ighter- co lor- and voi la  I You 've  Jus t  
cr-eated y our own per sonal l i p  color- I 

A lso , don ' t  fargei t to usP .a lip linPr pPnc1l undE>rneath , so 
y our l ips w i1 1  look luscious for hours . 

/Vafe.rie Orisco/1 is a lioMsed cosn'1€'tohgt/ insfn.lctor 
and o i,,;ne,.r or "'Hair To � Wigs N .  You n'l,:N/ contaet ht:>r 
far ,DEV' SDJY/i,7P.r:/ n� iNlv1....,v, di I 716 AndrPo A VP , 
Torrance CA 9DSll f , or fekpho-ne- (3 fD) 320-SlJf5J 

eather & Lace . . •  
bber & Silk . . .  

ylon, Cire, PVC . . .  
and more! 
Fashion World International is your 
sjng!e source for exciting, anention­
geaing exotic fashions. All the 
textures and colors you love . . .  in 
hundreds of: 
• Panttes 
• Garter belts 
• Sboes 

(beefs to 6") 
• Slips 
• Wattt cincbers 
• Negitgees 
• Boots 

(to tbigb-bigb) 
• Corsets 
• F.mtfc dresses 

You won't believe 
the thrilling 
variety and great 
prices in our 100-
plus page full-
color catalog-just 
$20 plus $3 shipping 
& handling (all 
refunded with 
minimum order)! 

VISA/MasterCard 
welcome. Mailing listl 
kept confidential. Call 
1-800-755-9828 or 
write today! 

• Bloomers 
• Maid's outfits 
• GIDves 
• And mucb, 

t.bi�� Fashion World International 
� P.O. Box 277506 pd Saaameruo. CA 95827 

mucb more!  ,Yon U.S.A. 

Relationships 
Gender 
Personal Growth 

(31 0) 829-9995 
By Appointment 

S ecial O er . .. . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . .  

Join 
Now & 

$ave! 

AEGIS 
A m e rica n 

Educational 

G e n d e r  

Information 

S e r v i c e  

Join AEGIS and recieve four issues of Chrysalis 
Quarterly, plus three booklets from AEGIS as they are 
published. Also available to AEGIS members is the. 
AEGIS Bibliography of Gender Dysphoria ( abridged 
version), 25 pages of references to books and articles 
covering the many aspects of gender dysphoria. Fill out 
this coupon. Send it and $30 ($40 outside the U.S. and 
Canada) to: CQ 

P.O. Box 33 724 
Decatur, Ga. 30033-0724 

O Yes! I want to join AEGIS and get 4 issues of Chrysalis 
Quarterly, plus tbe next three booklets from AEGIS as they 
come out for only $30 

Name, ________________ _ 

Address. ________________ _ 

City. ________ State __ ZiJJ.e-----
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' ROGER'S  NOTEBOOK #fi7  
N E W  P E R S P ECT I VE S ., P ART 2 

by Rog-ar E .  P9o , Ph .D .  

L as t  month I rev iewed  " Ir on John " b y  Robert Bly . What  
does a book abou t men have  ta say to the  transgendered 
communi ty ? I t  is  a tru ism that among o ther th ings , our 
socie t y  is divided i n to " men " and " w omen " .  Neither ouf' 
language nor our soc ia l  patterns .a llow for any behavior 
i n-between  Y ou .are  e ither a man or  a woman -- the,  e 
a,.-11 no other cho ices . In some way s the story o f  J,.-an .John 
pf'l'pe tuates these d iv  1s 1ons . Bly looks at  the tradi t iona I ,  
age-old _process by which a boy becomes a man H e  
specu l.ates  t h .a t  o u r  society h .a s  ch.anged rad ica l ly i n  t h e  
l a s t  1 DO y ears . W i t h  t h a t  change h a s  come a significant  
ch.mq1a> in thl? ,-l?annq cf  y oung boy s -- mare specifica l ly , 
thf'y no  longer have the gu idance of men in this procf's s .  
The resu l t  i s  a loss in understanding what being male  is  
a 1 1  abou t .  I t  h as  been rep laced w ith an empty  macho 
p os t ur ing .  
Let me base m y  fa llowmg remarks o n  the premise that 
there- are- sign ificant d1 ffe-re-noes betwe-en men and 
women . Some of thes e  are biological and some are 
socio log ical Which i s  which  is immater ia l . One -of Bly 's  
theses is that  the b oy who  grows without  connection to 
the mascuhnP imcige grows up incomp lete . ThP "ho le " is 
"fil led with demons who te l1 h im that his father 's work is 
ev i1 and that the father is ev il . "  (Page 21 . )  I t  seems t o  
me tha t such percephons c .a n  be  ex tended to  a l l  m e n  and 
masculinity . If o ne hates the mascul ine and one is male . 
th,m one course is ta re ject mascul in ity and emb,- ace 
femin in ity . Couple th is w ith the faot that most boy s are 
,- aised  by the ir m othe,- s .  Again quoting Bly " If the son  
learns fee l ing  p n m ar i ly  from the mothe,- , then  he  wi l l  
p,-obably see  h is  own m asculini ty  from the feminine po int 
of v iew as well . He m.ay be fascinated with i t , but he w i l l  
be> afraid of i t  . . . .  He>  may admire it bu t  he- will nf"ver fee l  
at  h o m e  w ith i t . "  (Page 25 ) Is  this a s ubconscious 
pe,-ception of crossd,-esse rs ? 
Socio logis t s  observe that many boy s a,-e brought up i n  a 
predominant ly fem in ine env ironment . Their fathers may 
be  d is tan t , uninvo lved or workaholics . Teaohe-rs .in 

gra m m a,- schools  are predomin ant ly women . Male ro le  

The Society for the Second Se lf 

Tri·Ess Sorortty 

. • • for heterosexual 
crossdressers and 
thei r  fami l i es • • •  

P.O. Box 1 94- ,  Tulare 0\. 93275 

mode ls  are  u n,-ea l  images m te le v is io n  and mov ies  i do 
not m1a>an ta lciy these situations at  the foe t of  mothe,.- ,;; , 
for the-y do an admirable job The fa the,.-s are- simp ly no t  
providing the  examples that a,- e needed . 
As a the,-apis t , one o f  the things I observe is the d i s l ike  
of the m as cu line r-o le  by  the ma le-to -fe ma lC'  
crossdresser . The,-e is l ittle thcit is goad  about i t , Just 
,.-esponsibi l ity and l'e-s tr1ohons . (As an as ide , most women 
don ' t  picture the masculine r-ole tha t walJ .) I w onder  1 f  
crnssdr-esse,-s are caught in  a never-ne v er land . I f  they  
do not know . under-stand or  accept  the ir  innate 
mascu linity and see femin in ity from a ficiwPd mascu line 
pe-rspeotive- then they have lit tle to anoho,- them Most 
learn t o  "play the game " to  survwe but the,-e is  l i t t le joy 
in that . 
Am I suggesting that learnin g  about  mascul in ity w i l l  
somehow ,- id anl?  of  the  desi,-e ta  crassd,-ess ? Far from 
it ; howe-ver , if a person hatt>s that which is his core thl:'n 
eve,-y thing else loses something , including crossd,- es sing . 
I be lieve that explo,-ing feminini ty  c an not t,-u ly  occur 
unless the mascul ine s id e  is  also eva luated , exp]o,-ed and 
understood . 

{'l'ou may contact me at P O .  Box 4887 , Poughkeepsie , NY 
1 2602 or by phone at (9 1 4) 452-8405 . A 1 1  
communications ar-e confident ia l . This column may be 
reprinted in any non-profit org,mizat ian 's  newsletter if 
my name- and addrE'55 appe-ar in the reprinted vers ion A 
copy o f  s uch r eprints is ,-equested . A ll othe,- pub l isher s 
must obta in written apprnva l from me J 

�ERFECT TV BEAUTY 
You �n become one w;th th• h• lp of l.&JR :S- Gl,;ld,;, 
tt, TV��, destgned especially for the serious 

transperson. Hosted by Lola Fatale and vife Seppi . 
This video contains not only the beauty magic of 
Lota on true-life tratspersons , but also includes ,1 
special makeover by Seppi on the lovely Lola . 
This video is thorough and informative and suits 
the special needs of the crossdresser who desires 
maximum i:a•ss•bitibj .  Included are the origin•l 
song sty lings of TS l)ff'former Georgie Jessup . 
To receiv• l.a� :S- tit,nw lo TV &MJfV, just send 
S 1 9 . 95 plus $2.50 shipping and handling to : 

TRAIISVISION PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. Bax 28023 ,. Baltimore MD 2 1 239 
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S .O .  T HERE � , LOOK I NG AT THE  POS I T I V E S I D E 
by Cy n th i a  Ph i l l ip s  

� Cqm-S+� .  · I Wdnted to t t"  l J  e-very o n e  how hdppy I h ave 
b een since my husband and I have  dealt in a pos itive way 
wi th h is cro ssdress i ng . We have been marr ied for 5 
y ear s  We  are bo th 27 y ear s  o ld and met at a l oc<l l  
co1 llige . 'we went tog-,th-,r for 3 Y -'ars b_,forQ 1;1 9  were  
m<!rr ie d .  I h ave a lway s l oved  my husband for his fe-e l ings 
.,t,out the ttiings I fee l  s trong ly about . W e  bo th  enJoy do ing  
the  s¥n e  th ings together ; w e  lov e animal s ,  we both love 
ch i ldren _(we don ' t  have any y et but we  are try ing !) . 
After 'W e  'WHQ married about 3 y q ars , my husband 
commentt'd to me afh.'r d long d iscussion on the- pros dnd 
c ons of trad 1 t lona l  mal e  ver sus tradit ional female tMnking 
that  he wondered what  it wou ld be l ike to BE a woman . I 
to ld h im I fel t  i t  was  poss ib le  for ma le and female al ike  to 
9X?Qri-,nc9 the s;,.m-, Qmo"cns and fe9 \inqs .. bout any thing 
tht'y cdred to . He- said that for me- to fet' l these emotions 
was an easy thing , but for  h im to do tMs went aga Inst 
e v ery  th ing he- had  been taught as a ma le- grow ing up . I h<ld 
n ever thoui;iht a bo ut th is fact , although growing up in a 
f..mily of 3 boy s besides my self should h,1v9 shown m9 
th is . My husbdnd d lso stated 1,e had alway s wanted to 
dress as a woman ! Thi s  confe-ssion surprtsed me ; I had 
n ever <lttache d  any importanc e  to clothes as  male or 
female- . Mv usu a 1 attire ,  when I ' m  not at work , are 
c lo \hes: l stt. .. 1 01Jt of h is clos-,t . I h ave al\</ay s \<lorn my 
bro ther 's b lue je- ,ms , te-e sh irts, e tc .  I love- the new "b ig 
s t iJ le s  .. for women , since this is the way I have alway s 
dressed when I \Y'ant to be comfor table . S ince  we hav e 
always been honest with each other, I told him I r ea llv 
<Hdn ' �  k.no'W if I 'Would 1 il<9 h,m to 'Wur female cloth9s . H9 

International Transcript 
Join the world-wide transgen­
der community. ITS Is the only 
bi-monthly megazlne with an 
international board of editors. 
Get news from canada, En­
gland, France, Germany, 
Mexico, Scandanavla, Russia, 
South Africa, Australia, and, of 
course, the U.SA 

Every Issue Is packed with In· 
terestlng articles, a fabulous 
photo feature and an in-depth 
interview with a newsmeker 
from the community. 

Single copies, $9 - U.S. SUbscrlptlon, $40 
(Canada & Mexico, $.U - Ovel'SCO$, $64) 

CDS, PO Box 61163 
Kins of Prussia, PA 19406-1163 

asked me why i t  WdS a l7 righ t for me to ra id h is  c lose t  
but !'l e  couldn · t  raid mine I I told htm i t  had just ne ver  
occurred to me that anyone wou ld  W AN T  t o  wear 
panty hose- , dresses , and makeup if they  didn 't H AVE t o !  
Aftqr w e  t alked s;ome more .bout i t  I b"9"' t o  s;;.e th�t  
tt-:is was a desire o f his that was pre t ty  important .  A fter 
i helped him try some of my tMngs on, I got a c onfession 
that he had  dressed in female clothes before , .3 Jthough i n  a 
very  l imited wav . We decided to find out  what we  cou l d  
about mal9s;  dres;sing i n  f'emale cloth.-s , s ince "We kne...., i t  
was not an  accepted mode of  behavior . I am hdppy to  sdy 
we  dlscov ered a community we were not aware of and 
peop le that we  are thri lle-d to know . My husband is  ac t ive  
i n  a local chapter o f  Tri-Ess and I want y ou t o  send me 
inform.hon on how to  start a w ives · grotJp . I k.now no"' 
that my husban d  nude-d he-lp with his gendt-r prob lt'm , but 
was unable t o  tell anyone ; 1t took him ye-ars to tell me 
how he really fe-l t . I know we have an interest ing and 
unusual l ife, ahead of us and frankly , I do ubt that I wou ld 
trade ,t for a "normal"  1'fest1.j le . -- M.r� 

I love letters l\ke this .. . unfortunately, tl'ley are few and 
far bet we-en . What  do you see in this letter and in l as t 
month 's that v ou can apply to v our si tuation ? The 
dfff9rences .n 9Vident : lack of understand,nq on the ?ad 
of both partie-s in th• first le-Her is obv ious . If you  dre 
having trouble with your relationship , do you care enough 
to give a lot ? Wfl l  y our mate- allow y ou to g ive ' Someone 
once said about crossdressin9 that "afte-r a 1 1 , i t  just  
invol\/9S • ch.ng9 of cloth9s and a chanq9 of 
persona l ii:ie-s " . Of course , we a 11 know there is more to it 
than just that , but  that ·s a pretty good way to  look at it 
so no one- gets confused to start with ! 

/l"yN�lni.J Plul/ips 1:S- .&f;l-1/�kir JW" iviwa.s ' � p.N"mAI' .s ' 
;;onN<ms tm � Trr-Es.s bo.trd of" dirN:tors. You nldl/ 
'ilfff{p � �, P'. o. Sox r T, Bu/VW'YR TK 18 r63J 

c:7'filala � 'J'a�hlon� 
S40S Arrow Highway, #110 

Montclair, CA 91763 
(714) 931-1515 

.Liogcne (Sizes SmaU - 4.,.\J 
Full line of Clothing (SmaU - XL) 

Prosthesis (Nearly Me Iff & So Soh) 
S.b<X?S (lhru sac JS) (.J" & .S" /Jee/s) 

A�ones-
Yb'a & J,fasfercard Accepted 
Tue.lay lhru Salurday 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

SUnday: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
. Closed Monday 
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THE  BEARDED LADY 
C A R E F U L L Y  E M E R G I N G F ROM THE  C L OSET 

b y  Ricky l-lunt 

Can y ou stand to r-ead one  more per-son a l stor-y abou t a 
s is ter coming out  of the c lo se t ? I know that  every CD 
news le t t er uses these s t or ie s as  fi l l when ther-e isn ' t  
Pnouqh o thPr stuff to  p u t  on t h P  pagP , and th.t y ou h.iVP 
r ecd d mi1hon of them , but this time I 'm the one te11 ing 
the s tor-y  For- t h a t  md t  t er ,  f don · t  care if  y ou read it  or 
not , I 'm gonna tell  1 t  any wdy . .  
Those of y ou who have fo l lowed my meanderings w i ll 
know that  "ThP 8Pc1rdPd L ady " is no t only .;i psi;,udony m 
but r e ahty . Except for shod penods when I hcd to weer a 
breath ing mask f have been bearded s ince  my body 
p r o v ided enough ha ir to cover my chin . I can r emember 
p a i nfu l and anx ious day s in my y ou t h  wanting d esperate ly  
to  gr ow .. bPc1r d ,  or .;i t  Jpast  somP fuzz on my uppPr l ip , 
so I oou1d be a hippie . A t  that \ ime my crossdressmg was 
in rem iss ion , f had  no  desire to dress at  a ll . 'W'hen the 
des ir e  did c ame back , I dr essed a lone and d idn ' t  care  
about  the bear d because n o  one cou ld see m e  any way . I 
l ivPd in a VPry rural  arp.;i .;ind had no hopP of attPnding a 
mee-hng , and my size win not al1ow me to pass . Why 
bother wi th  the h as s le of shav ing if  f cou ldn 't go ou t 
any way ? 
So abou t t w o  y ears ago I changed jobs and am now in a 
smc11l c1ty . ThPre is • CD group hPre , but w ith .a l l  thP 
ohcnges in my Hfe I was re luctcnt to get involved .  As 
any one foo I enough to write  me le t ters knows f tak e  
forever t o  answer because I keep getting involved wi th  
th is  or  that  and never  hav e  any hme for any thing . And 
frankly , I was afr.id that I might losP control of my 
dressing , and whi1e I have d marvelousllJ supportive 
fam ily f am a lway s care fu l  to take  them into  
considerat ion . I d id not want  to take  a chance in offending 
them or a llowing my compu ls ions to rule me . 
So why did I gPt involvPd ? My w,fo gavP me thP push , 
much to mlJ surprise . She- hes gone back to school and her 
course in human sexual ity r equired a research  project , 
and what  would  be more natura l  than research on 
crossdress ing . So she contacted the loca l  group and they 
were very recept ive> to  both thP survey c1nd to  my beard . 
(Of cour se I went as mlJ m a1e self , I 'm not that dumb !) 'fie 
en jo y ed the group and I decide d  it was time t o  shave . 
F r o m  the times I h ave had t o  shave before I knew that i t 
b loody we ll hur t s  t o  scrape that tender- sk in , s o  just a fter 
NPw YPar 's I shaved to givP my face> timP t o  preparp for 
the meeting ct the- end of the month . I hcve- acne again 
fro m the irrita t io n , have a one o 'c lock shado w  and peop le 
te l l  m e:>  I look 1 0  y ears y ounger , which is not bad in my 
forties but  wa s a r ea l  prob lem in my twent ies . Back then 
no  onP took me> sPriously unti l  I had a mus tachP . 
So I recent,y spe-nt two wee-ks out of town and pr achce-d 
mcikeup in my mote I room , endured the agony of the 
a ]coho l in makeup on my irritated skin , drove into New 
York C i t4  to  v is it Lee 's Mardi Gras where I bought a wig 

and wished I had severa l thousand e xtra dol lars to buy 
the place out . If y ou 're ever there , they are nice peep le  
and very fr iend ly and helpful 
I did find out th.t my w ig hair sticks to thP makPup on my 
face and is highly annoy ing . There must be a solu t ion , but 
my wife wasn 't  avai lable to  he lp on  my first  n ight ou t and 
I was too chicken to ask my daughter . I have th is  funny 
fee ling with makeup becciuse my ideas of  fem in in i ty  are 
b.;sPd on thP n.itur.;I loclc . ThP womPn I .idmir,;, don ' t  usP 
makeup , or at least use ve-ry Mt1e- of it . A he-av ily made 
up woman seems unnatura l  to  me , so  smear ing enough goo 
on my face to cover the bear d pr ovokes amb i v a lent  
fee lings at best . 
I had fast WPPlc off in compPns.tion for worlcinq over 
Christmas and began to sew furiously , as I w cnted 
something to  cover my hairy arms . (I had to stop sha v ing  
somewhere 1) My face  shl l  hurt  and  makeup is not my 
for t e . bu t I screwed up my courage . dressed up and went 
out . In  my excitPment I got the> wrong day for th? 
meeting , end showe-d up last night to a dark and emptlJ 
house in the m iddle of a blizzard , freezing my legs o ff in  a 
skirt and hoping my wig w ouldn 't go sa i ling down the 
stree t . Not only that , but having k il led the other car just  
beforp Chri!.tmas I toolc my wife to  work so our son cou ld 
have the car and had to kiH hme until midnight when she 
got don e .  How do I get my self  into these th ings , any way '.' 
I know , I know , if I had bothered to read the new sletter t o  
be sure i t  wouldn ' t  have happened 
C.1 1  it a dry run , or pr.ct icP or .. jolly good tr-y (My 
wife sugges ts stup'idity .) The next night there- were too 
many people around to prepare be fore the meet ing and 
bundled my clothes and makeup into suitcases and off I 
wen t . It took far too long in the bathroom to get ready . 
but at last Ricley madP hPr pub he dPbut and . . . And 
nothmq . I don ' t  know what I was expe-ct ing , a trumpet 

. fan fare ,  masses of peop le lining the street s  and cheer in g , 
or a ll three net w orks covering this momentous event , but  
I w as simply accepted as one o f  the g ir ls , in v ited to jo in 
the EuchrP gamp c1nd that was that . Com,;, to  thmlc c::;> 

ELECTROLYSIS BY ANDIE 
8ectro-Blend & Flash Methods 

( 818 ) 709- 7767 

., 
F R E E  MA i'l I C U R E  OR PED I C U R E  

F R O M  " NA I L S  BY  TRAC Y "  

W I T H  A T WO-H O U R  T R E A T M E N T  
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THE ADVENTURES OF KAREN by KAREN ANN MICHAELS 

THE S EX-CHANGE RS BY LYN T. 

·yep - THEY"RE BLOKES ALRIGHTr 

BE ARDED L ADY . . . (cont 'd) 
o f  i t , isn ' t  that a l l  us gir ls say we w ant , to be accep ted fr iends , learned how to eat pizza without eat inq m y  ,,, 1g 
wi thout a lat of  fuss ? That ' s  what I got , a friend ly , law a long with it ar- dropping it an my bosom , how not ta 

key reoeption but my mind W'dS reddy for v ic tory scratch my face when i t  i tches dnd muss  my makeup . I 

p ar acles down  the stree t s  of Par-is or a ten minute was s1mp1y able to relax as R icky m fr ont of peop 1e  No t 

introduc tion as the  honor-ed gues t o f  the evening . what my unconsc ious mind was expec t ing but , thanks  

So  that ' s  it . I had a good  t ime at a sma ll party  with some g ir ls , 1 t  was just what  I needed . 
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CD 

What ab out tha t  

"destroys g e nes · 

stuff ? 

Another m isspe l l i ng .  

Wasn 't h i s  genes . . .  

i t  wa s h i s  JEANS ! 

So , Jojo ,  who 

have you worked 

with lately ? 

I 've done  Lisa  

a coup l e  of t imes .  

Look, Lady . . .  You 

need a g rea te r  ego 

tr i p .  You need to 

stop wish ing you 

Oh WOW! You do 

Lisa ! I want you to 

make me as pretty 

as you make her ! ! !  

and work on that 

self-esteem . . .  

count those  

blessings . . .  

See . . .  t hey take  you  to the 

a irport  and intervi ew you 

from ad jo in i ng  pay p hones 

wh i l e  the jets take  off. 

- ......, 

I th ink you do a better 

job than you think you 

do  . . .  ESPECIALLY if you 

cons ider  what you 

have to work w i th  . . . 

THAT' S HOW ELVIS 

GOT TO MARS !!! 

Wa it ti l you see 

where they're send i ng 

John Lennon ! 

How ' bout a lube j ob  

and  an  o i l  change . . . .  

You had me going for 

a minute there . . .  

Come on bra ins ! You're 

supposed to be work ing 

BEFORE you engage 

the mouth ! ! !  
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WE S I NCERELY REGRET T H A T  T H I S  MONTH ' S I N STALLME NT  OF  T H E  COM I C - BOOK  

S E R I AL  
" K H E N - DRAA , T R A N S G E NDE R ED WA R R I O R

u 

D I D  N OT  A R R I VE I N  T I M E  F O R  

U S  TO  I N C L UDE  I T  I N T H I S M O N TH ' S I S S U E , 

C I R C UM STAN C E S  P R EV ENTED  T H E  T I M E L Y  MA I L I N G O F  T H E  N EXT C HA P T E R  F R OM 
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This is your Heart on hormones. 
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This is your Heart on too many hormones. 
H o rm o n e s  can change  y ou r  l i fe-for  
good, or  fo r  bad . 

I f  take n u n d e r  t h e  s u pe rv 1 s 1 o n  o f  a 
physician , they wi l l ,  over the course of 
years , cause s ign if icant changes in the 
way you look and fee l .  

I f  taken reckless l y ,  they can be harmfu l ,  
o r  even fatal . 

With hormones ,  mo re d oes not  neces• 
sar i l y  eq u a l  bet te r .  T aki n g  excess ive 
dosages of hormones wi l l  not  fem in ize 
or mascu l i n ize yo u  any faster t han the 
proper d o s e ,  but w i l l  g reat ly  increase 
heal th r isks . To  m i n i m ize y o u r  he al th 
risks, fo l l ow these s imple gu ide l i nes .  

• You should never buy hormones on the 
s t ree t ,  or take  h o r m o n e s  m e an t  f o r  
another person . 

• You should take hormones on ly when 
prescribed by a phys ician , and on ly i n  
the amou nt prescribed .  Y o u r  physician 
shou ld  per iod ical ly mon i to r  you r  blood 
c'1emistry , and if he or she dces not ,  you 
should ask for b lood leve ls to . ;e taken .  

• You should no t  take hormones wi thout 
approval  by a l icensed m e nt al heal t h  
professional . 

• Neve r w i t h o l d  any  p o r t i o n o f  y o u r  
med ical h istory o r  any adverse react ions 
from your physician . 

Abu s i ng y o u r  b o d y  by o ve ru s i n g  
hormones wi l l  not get you from Point  A 
to Point B any faster-but it j ust m i g h t  
get you t o  t he  morgue.  

Remember :  Too much o f  a good t h i n g  
can be  a bad th ing . 
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" C R O S S - TA L K " SUB S C R I PT I ON  I NF O RMATI ON 
T H E  - r s:1 E E  I SS U E  W H E N  YO U G ET A F R I E N D  
T O  S U BSC R I B E - O f f E R :  \ f  y ou enjoy the news , 
ed i tor ia ls , and features tha t "Cross -Ta lk " de l i vers to y ou 
every  mont h ,  we  wou Id l ike  y ou to introduce us to y our  
fr iends in the  tr- ansqender-ed community . \vhen y ou get a 
fr iend to subsor- ibe , we w i l l  ex tend 4 aur- subsor- ipt ion by 
one issue Simp1y wr i te  y our four -d ig i t  subscr iber 
number ( in the upper left corner qf the ma i l ing labe l)  in 
the b lank be low labe l led  "How d id y o u  hear about  
Cross- Ta lk ? "  on the subscr iber mformat1on form be lo w , 
then xel'o>< the fol'm and g1ve a copy to y our fr iends . 
When they subscr ibe , we ' 1 1  extend y our s ubscription 
,md ther e ' s  no l imit on the number of  extens ions y ou may  
r ec e ive . 

I F  Y O U  R EC E I V E D  T H I S  CO PY O F  
-cROSS - T A l K - B Y  S E N D I NG FO R A 51t t1 P L E : . 
We hope y ou 're  enjoy ing "Cross- Talk " ,  the gender 
communi ty 's only independent  monthly news le t ter . If  y ou 
would l ike to subscribe , p le ase comp lete the form below 
and send it  back to us w ith pdy men t . If 'J OU saw ou,... ad in 
a gr-cup newsle t t er- , we  would like y ou to put the name  of 
the gr-oup i n  the b l ank  labe l led "How did y ou hear abou t 
Cross-Talk ? "  on the for- m ,  because these gr-cups get 
credit  from '1ach new subscription which th"Y can use to 

· receive our l'"epl'"int series for their (Jl'"Oup l ibl'"al'"les . If  
y ou ' re joining our- other subscr-ibe,.-s , welcome ! 

T H £  -c ROSS - TA L  IC - Y £ L LOW PAGES :  

"Cross-Talk" pub lis;hi;,s a compilation of various 
resources (such as stores , ther apists , oounselors , ma,l 
order sources , etc ) for the Southern Ca lifornia gender 
community called the "Yel low Pages " .  If  y ou live in the 

Los Ange les metropolitan drea (z1p codes stadinq w i th 
900 through 9 1 8 ,  923 through 928 , 930 , 93 1 , or 935) . 
y ou may order- the r-esource guide w ith y our subscr-ip t i on  
by writ ing  "Ye  I l ow Pages " on the  b lank  line underneath 
th'1 subs;cnption al'"der ing lines and adding $2 .DO per y ear . 
NOTF. If y ou are a member of A lpha Chapter Tl'" i-Ess , 
CHIC , or P P  O .C y ou do not need to orde,.- the "Ye1 low 
Pages " as y ou wi l l  automatica l ly recei ve  i t  as  part  o f  
y ou,.- membership . 

T H E  ·c ROSS - TA L IC - R E P R I NT S E R I ES :  We have 
published a ser-ies of  r-epr ints from the archives of 
"Cross-Ta lk "  
·THE T ON I  COMPEND IUM . i s  a compi la t io n  o f  the 
"Tani " car toon stnps that or;qinally ran in "C,.-oss- T alk " 
betwe-en 1 989 and t 99 t . 
Af.ro c:1 vcJr�� : -F ILl1 AT 1 1 : THE 6 :00 T _V .  NE'1t'S 

REV IS I TED • 
-THE GENDER COMMUN I T Y : A POL IT IC AL AND 

SOC I AL D ISCUSS ION -
-THE BEST OF CROSS-T ALK • 
•HEY D AD _ _ _  DO I H AVE TO '1t' AT CH THE Tv � -
To order ana., reprint title , just wr-ite the t i t le(s)  on 
the blank l ine underneath the subscr-iption l ines , and 
include $5 .00 for e.1ch htle ordered . If y ou are ol'"der ing 
,.-eprints at  the same- t ime as you,.- subscription , pos tdge 
and handling are free � otherwise include $1 00 per 
reprint (maximum $3 .00 per order ) .  

T O  US £ T H I S  FO R M  TO R E N EW YO U R  
S U BSC R I P T I O N :  Com?,ete the form and return it w ith 
payment . P lease inc lude y our- four -dig i t  subscriber 
number- from the upper left corner of the mai l ing labe 1 .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------- - - - - - -------- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Cross -Ta l k" CONF I DENTIAL SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION FORM 

Mai l ing Name 
NOTE : We cannot mai l to "Occupant " o r  "Boxhol der"  

Mai l ing Address 

Ci t y  State 

Subscriber I 
i f  renewa l 

Zip 

[ ] One year "Cros s -Ta l k" subscri pt i on ( $2 4  / 12  i ssues } 
[ ]  Two yea r  "Cross -Ta l k" subscription ( $42  / 2 4  issues ) 
[ ] 

Mai l to : "Cros s -Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 9 4 4  
Woodl and Hi l l s ,  CA 913 65 

HoM did you hear 
about •cross-Ta l k " ?  

( P l eas e make  check or money  order payab l e  to Kymberl eigh Ri chards . )  
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TRA NSS EXUAL  TH EATR E 

by Sal"'ah Se-'\on , M .D .  
(Courtesy J2CP Information Services) 

PART 5 - THE AR� COMCLlOED 
The No- T .1k- Ru1e is enforced by oMther Taboo : the My th 
of the Se lf-fulfi l ling Prophesy The- simple- ac t of 
compla in ing el ic its per secu t ory behaviors in o thers which 
cause the  i de n t i fi ed  v i c t im to  ac t  as ·  i f  he were a v ic t im , 
bi,, becoming d e fens ive , and therebv seeminQ to havt­
brouqM the situ.t. ion on hims;e 1f .  The ones who bre .k the 
No - T  d lk-Ru le dr-e Sdcr ificed by Se lf- fu lfi ll ing-Prophe-sy 
so  ttiat  society can r-ema1n  in  , ts  dogmatic slumber . n,e 
dy n.amic  of s ingl ing one  group out by defining them a 
c er t ain  w a1,1 , not per mittinQ them to speak out and m al< inCJ 
them v ichms; of • se 1f- folfil1ing prophesy if they  do s;puk 
out  is c a l le- d  "s t igm a . " It e-xp l-, in s how -, pe-rson de-fine-d by  
soc ie t y  c an become  that person to avoid s t igma ; even 
though the defined  person  is sel f- loathed, this is still 
preferab le  to becoming  a m.art1,1 r but in untold cases 
fr .ns;s;exu.1s h,ve opt;d for suicide . The No-T alk-Rule 
took Hi t le-r- and o ther ty rants in h istory to the p innacle- o f  
ttieir powers  b y  exterminat ing those who broke  the Rule . 
The transsexual ' s  uninvi ted d i lemma resolves down  to  
whether each c.an break the  No-Talk-Rule about their 
being defined as; the opposite sex . Most transsexuals have 
done- this by object ify ing the struggle- . The-y quie t ly 
change ttieir dress , behav ior , Identification papers , and 
their bod ies i n  a k ind of guerill a warfare with social 
taboos . They are cauQht up in  the momentum of p lacing 
themulves; .+. odds w ith the de finerc 'Without broking the 
No-T-, lk-Ru le- ou trigh t .  By not speaking out , they 
u nawares col lude and align themselves wtth their internal 
self-loath ing and s hame . 
With in  the Qender community , t ranssexuals usuallv deny 
their insecurity aod pro ject it onto other tr.ins:s:exuals by 
idt'ntif1:1 ing with tht' op pr!!'sso r , bt'coming like them , and 
shunning one another . By the oppressor, I suggest a 
cu l ture based upon the patriarchal supremacy of'  a 
ma le -dominant ideo 1091,1 which throuQh a9ents such as 
Madison Avenue or Ho Hy wood defines wh.it a m.in or a 
woman is  supposPd to be . 'w'om-,n ' s  image in the medi-, for 
example is male- defined not woman-denned . Mictielle 

Pfeiffer or Kim Bas inQer are not ty p ica l  women ,  as t he1,1  
represent perhaps • tenth of  • percent of the women  in  
th i s  coun try ; their prom ine-nct' is -, t tr-ibutab I t'  to tht' ir 
be tng male - images projected for the sexual- fant as i e s  o f  
other males . The common m a n  has been flooded  w ith thes e 
images and has come to expect w omen to  look and act l ike 
these fantasies . So do SRS surgeons expect this; of the 
M2f transs!!'xua l ;  the "pretty b oy s " u,-, t  were- opt'r-' t"d 
on using body habitus er �i'ria later commit t ed su ic ide  
when their male homos .. :,ual  lovers r-e jec ted them as 
women . Fat women, uglv wome n ,  lesbian women are 
ridiculed in comp.rison .ind so is the bur ty tr ans;s;;xu.1 
who can 't "p-,ss " .  The medium is the message- : th " 
anorexic starving to acl'lieve the ultimate fem inine body . 
By being dealt with cruelly whenever they have come t o  
trust someone , they distrust eyerv one · s  inten t ions  .3nd 
motives including the ir pHrs and prov iders of c ar e . 
Transsexua ls by naturt' are e-xtre-me ly comp!!'ti t ive w ith 
thetr peers at being men or women and , when given the 
chance for self-actual ization , are the most earnest ly  
motivated. Understandably , transsexuals have been 
deprived .ill their lives of what everyone t akes for 
grante-d , -,nd when they ar" fina l ly set free , th!!'y want i t  
a l l  -- r1gtit now. Every transsexual wants to be  
recognized as an individua 1 ;  some dea 1 w ith th is  by  
drawin9 attention to themselves in  public  and in  the case  
of  s;ome n.rcis;sicts; this i s  t .iken to an extreme thereby 
put t ing  tr-,nssexu-, Js , in gener-, 1 ,  in -,n  unfortuna te l igh t .  
In this way, transsexuals persecute themselves . "\'( e  
have met the enemy , "  a s  Pogo once said, "and he i s  us . ·  
R ather than the personal becominQ political , the polit i ca l  
is  turned inside out and becomes; interpersonal . Usually , 
tr-anss,pxu-, ls hate other transsexuals who -,,-e mor-" 
beaut iful than they are, who "pass " in society  wltti less 
trouble , who are more mascu l ine or fem inine .  The 
accidents of birth endowinQ one with a body habitus  more 
in common with the pnv.mng sex-stereoty pes do indeed 
trans la te into a bette-r surviva l  advantage than thoseo who 
are less fortunate .  The ones gifted enough to pass Q 
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TR ANSSEXU AL THE A TRE . . .  cont if. 
without prob lem s d isappear " into th" wood,.,,,orl< " - ­
be-come- cove-d -- a n d  se,1dom padicipate- in  me-dica1 o r  
psy c f'lo socia l fo l lo w -up contrit>u t ing  to  research wMch 
wou id  aid other transsexua ls  left behind . They are the 
"successfu l " tr anssexua l s  - - y e t  are they rea l ly ? 
By idE>nt i fic.a t ion "" ith thE>ir opprE>ssors , thE>y havE> lost 
'tti"ir consti\ue-ncy and s o1 idar ity ; 'tt,e,y have, lost 'ttie­
ab i li ty  to defend them s e lves  po M ic a l ly : · ·  . . . And then they 
c ame for me , and b y  th.,t t ime , there w .. s no-one left to 
speak up " (The Rev . M ar t in N iemo l ler ) .  T he covert  
transsexu .. ls ,  in fac t ,  l ive in constant ftrar of btring 
discove,r "d ,  and some- ar " alon" witt, no-one- to shar" 
their most intimate accornp l tshments ; no  one is there to 
a c c ep t  and underst .. nd w ith the exception of other 
transsexua ls . Th i s  is the dubious goa l  of  anony mity for 
which al J  tl'"anss1rxua ls s tl'"iVE' . 
Wt,y is 'this ? Tt,e,r " is a No-Talk -Rule- amongs't 
transsexu a ls a g a in s t  t e l ling any one who they really are  
- - suffering , courageous , and talent ed people . When they 
break the No-Ta lk-Ru le , they lose their job s , careers ,  
fr i"nds , social  sta t us -- evE>ry thinq -- and downwardly 
drifl. into tt," tr ansse-xua \ ghe,Ho , or w or s" , 'tt,e, 
soc io logica l sewer where pro s t itutes  of  San Francisco ·s 
Tender loin Distr ict  or the "entertainer s " of Ho lly woo d ' s  
d emi-monde dw el l .  Those  t h a t  a r e  "successfu l "  learn to 
kE>ep s i l1rnt and mind th1rir own busin1rs.s . 
He-nc " , 'tr ansse,xuals , in striving to de-ny prob le-ms , 
project secur ity , and ident ify w ith the oppressor , are not  
b eing rea l  - - they are be ing  c ar icatures of  people --

OeLUA 
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s;om"thing poin t"d out by 1rar ly g"ndtrl'" r"sll>archers; whE>n 
transse-xuals appe-ar e-d to 'thPm as "car icature-s " of me-r, 
and women . Instead today , 1t cou ld t,e sa id tt"lat they are  
good  a t  be ing  men  and wome n , but  not peop le . Th i s  1s  
Transsexual  Theatr e .  

I In Part 6 ·. Cone lusions . l 

MARIE KELLER / M.A. / M.F.C. T. 
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TR I PP I NG :  THE L I GHT FANTAST I C  
by Nico le  Ph i llips 
Have y ou ever t aken a tr ip out  of town as a female ' Or 
have y ou dre amed about it ? Since my o""n 9Xp9rienee is:  
l imi t"d to d h.:1 lf dozen or so journey s I do no t c l.:1im to b"  
a t ravel exper t , but I have b een around enough  to share 
some r eflec t ions  wi th  y ou .  
Only i n  th e last  coup le of y ears have I been a b  l e  t o  
cross:dres:s "" iU, any fr equency . When I "" as married , my 
cro ssdr�ssmg W"dS e ssen t i.:1 Jly lim ited to even ings when I 
w.:is ou t o r  town on bus ines s , and I would become Nicole i n  
the h o te 1 room and occas ion.a lly  v enture out for a 
petr ifi ed s tro 11 around tow n . I a lway s fan tas ized , 
however , about aet1Ja1 ly t ak ing • tnp as: • woman . The 
fa sc inating difference is  that when drusing around hom e  
or  go tng out i n  y our  own town you can alway s quickly 
sc.:impe r  home if y ou are  frightened ; once you commit t o  
an o u t  o f  t own journey , though ,  y ou cannot escape y our 
f;m.1e p;n;ona unt i1 y ou retc.irn . It is sod of Hke • 
surv ivd ! course <1:s  a wom.:1n ,  since  oy necessity you must 
depend upon y our skills as  a female to  get  by . 
Th is  1 s  not  a d isc us si on on appearance per se , bu t un less  
y ou are prepared  for gawking and possible harassment , I 
think i t  is most import ant th at y ou get y our skills down 
so th.:1 t  y ou c<1n p<1ss dS a wom<1n w ithout notice . Every one 
has the ir  own op inions on tMs , of  course , but l urge y ou 
to look at  women w hom you find attract ive and observe 
how they dress , wear their hair and deport themselves . 
lnv9st in at ieast one first cias:s wig y ou can b l9nd into 
y our own h<1 ir ,  and le<1rn to sty le and soften i t .  Don 't  bE' 
.afraid to comb it back off your face ; real gir ls don ·t Mde 
under a helmet o f  fake ha ir . Wear the simple and elegant 
clothes that real women wear , and skip the frillv s tuff 
al'\d hiqh coHars or y ou ' \1 \ook like Tootsie . Minimalis:t 
makeup wil7 , surprising ly , make y ou more red I and 
attractive . Pr ac t ice spe ak ing until you fin d  a feminine 
voice th.at y ou are comfortable with, and then use it . The 
deta i l s  are essentia 1 ,  too : simple jewelry , a funct ion .. I 
"' atch , • b arrette fol'" the hair , prop9riy located and s;i :ud 
br-e as ts , <1nd  may bE' a h int  o f  c luv<1ge a t  the neckline . 
Most o r  all, kno w  and revel 1n tl'le ree ling of feminini ty, 
so that you walk w ith a sexy spr ing in your step , smile 
when people speak to y ou ,  and may be  even casuallv toss 
y our ha ir and pntcii\d that y ou don ' t  see that handsome 

cfl1e Cfzt7. 
Cu.ation1. 

Tailoring • Costumes • Fashions 
• Complete Bridal Service • 

• Total Sewing Needs • 
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businessman admiring v ou .  Hold y our shoulder s  back and 
y our chin up , and be the 'Homan y ou are . 
My most extens ive trip WdS a five day vacation to Bo ston 
last f.al1 . The very process of making y our reservations 
is exciting ,  because  you realize that i t  is for y our  fema l e  
side and that i f  y our  male coun terpar-t showed up he 
wo1Jld I:,;, out of chal'"acter ! And Nicole win soon h av.;i 
�nough frequent fly er- credits to hke d fr�� tr ip  h eorseo l f. 
P acking y our  thtngs 1s a bit o r  a thrill in i tse lf .  When 
travel ing as Nicole, I go strictly fema le and do no t t a ke  
anv ma le  c lothing or  accoutrements . I r ecommend buy inQ 
or borro-., ing an appropriate set of ladies luggage , and 
marking thE' ident ific<! t ion  tags w ith y our f�malei  n.;imei 
A 11 you really need is  a hanging bag and  one suitcase , and 
y ou "' ill draw less attention when your bags are  
appropriate to y our gender .  To  carry makeup and  oth er 

· personal care items that may be breakab1t> , try • sma\1 
p<1ddt'd mdkt>up bag to protect them . Vou would hate to 
arrive and find that a loose bottle  of beige foundation h.:is 
ru ined every thing in y our suitcase . Be sure to take the 
basics for a touch-up , such as a hairbrush , l ips t ick  and 
povtder , in y our purse because , be lieve me, you ...,m need 
them after thr"e hours on an a irplane . Lugg ing a 1ong 
several pa irs of stloes creates unnecessary bull< and 
"'eight . I l ike to t ake one pair o f  flats or other good 
walkinQ shoes , and wear bt .. ck pumps because they are so 
v•rs:.til• ; Rem•mber to t.ke some s:ocks: if �ou plan to do 
anlJ sightse"'in9 ,  b"'causE' y ou don 't want to w<1 lk around 
all day in p anty hose and pump s .  I wm usually "'ear a nice 
business-type dress or suit (think of how y ou are go ing t o  
present v ourself a t  the hotel) and carry one other outfi t  
s:uibbl• for going out in th• evening , a pair o f  ne1.1t.r a l  
pants <1nd  a b lous" i n  the hanging bag, and an  extra shirt  
and sweater in  the suitcase .  This gives you plenty or 
versatility .  Don't forget to throw in something to sleep 
in , too ; I usually just toss in an oversized teeshirt . If y ou 
an t.aking any s:ex toys , I recomm1md putting th•m in 
y our suitcase so th4t I.J OU don 't havt' to face  the prospect  
of  hauling your d11do out of your tote b ag at the  secur-i ty  
checkpoint ! 
I think it is best to take only one purse ,  so v ou want 0 
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TR IPP ING . . .  cD11t 'd.  
to sp)pc t som4?thinq th. t h.s pnough room to b4? us-,ful but 
w,1 1  not m ake- y ou 1 ook like a b ag 1 ady whe-n y ou go 'to 
dinner .  You are a l lowed another piece of carry -on 
luggage , and a c anv as tote is idea l for this . You wil l  
rea l ly  k i ck  y ourse lf if  y ou fai l  to br ing a long "Cosmo" or 
• P•PPrb.cl< for thP p J .n" r id Ii' ,  .s in-flight m.g.izinli's qe>t 
pr"\\y bor ing . 
One other pre-fligh t recommendat ion if you can get away 
'<1 i t h  i t  : have your na i ls done professionally , preferab ly 
wi th  something vers at i le l ike a french manicure , and in  a 
short to me>dium func t ion. 1 lli'ngth . You will bli' so 91.d you 
don ' 'c  hsllv" \o fr"\  about a pr "ss-on nai \  popping off as y ou 
hau l y our bags off the luggage carousel . And ttiere are 
few things that  rea l ly add the feminine touch better than  
a beautiful set o f  n a ils . You w ill really feel  l ike the lady  
y ou .,._. .nd bli' rli'.dy to tr.ve>l . A p.ir of m.i!.culin4l> p.ws  
s igning the hotp\ rPgis't"r or  acce-pHng chang" from a 
s tore c lerk is a dead giveaway . 
Today the travel world runs on credit  cards , so be 
prepared w ith y our own . Have them issued with only y our 
ini t i . Js r.th"r th.n y our first n.m .. , or ql't ths-m in y our 
fpma\p namP . Y ou wil1 not bp ab\p to chargP air\inP 
tickets, check into  a hote I, or rent a c ar w1ttiout one . Th1s 
last business of car rental is especially tricky , since y ou 
wil l  b e  required to produce a valid dr iver 's  license . The 
only W•Y s l know of to dul w;th th is .r"' :  ( 1 )  inv4l>st in • 
first-class fakP , but bl!' sur p all the information is 
correct with the exception of the subst1tut ion of your 
female name and sex ; (2) f;nd a good female friend who 
looks sort of l ike y ou and will let you borrow hers ; or (3) 
just tl'll the l"l'S4l>rv.1tion cle,-k th.1t you 41'l' in tht> procus 
of 'tr ansi,ioning and producl' y our malP cO\lntl'rpad ' s  
Hcense .  The th 1rd opt fon may  cause a 11tHe 
embarrassment but it is the safest , and ,  hey , what do 
y ou c are what they think any way ? (Personally , I do not 
lik4l> to even h.ve my m. Je dl'iVl'r 's licl'nse with m4l> .)  
BP sure- to  make- al \  re-sPrvations y ou nnd in advancl' , and 
that they are in y our fema le name . ff you want  to see a 
play or concert , try to order your tickets in advance by 
mail . I persona l ly  l ike window seating on the airplane 
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when I .m t,-.v4l>l ing .is • "'om.n , bli'c.us.- y ou d o  no t h.1ve 
to constantly gtt up to  ltt peop1t> in and out of thl'ir seats . 
Naturally , before you leave , y ou need to te 11 someone y ou 
trust where y ou are  going and where you will be s t ay ing . 
Now y ou are ready for your exhilarat ing adventure . The 
bs-st th ing to do , of coul'n , is to h. vs- y our b.gs p.ck.-d 
and y our 'tr avPling c; lothPs laid out so that y ou arp not 
rush tng around at the last second . For heavens sake , do g o  
to  the bathroom before you get  on  the p lane so  that y ou 
don ' t  have to fight that battle . Then imagine y our feel ings 
.is you slip into your drs-ss .ind shoes , .idmirs- y our 
bl'au\ifol1y manicund hands , fix y our hair , and hPad \ o  
the airport for a few g lor1ous days total ly immersed in 
femininity . And once you get on that piane , y o u  know y o u  
are committed to being a woman fo r  the duration of your 
journ4l>y. 
OnP of tht> nice- things about \rave-ling as a woman is the 
courtesy that is shown to y ou .  A sky cap will scoot over  
and ask to take  your bags, a gentiemen will hold the door 
for y ou ,  and the ticket agent will smile and say , "You ·r e 
.t qate 1 8 , m. '.m. " And • nice Jool<in9 wom.n t,-.v4l>linq 
on he-r own will always attract the- aHPntion of \hl' m a1e­
of  the species . or course , be1ng the  slut that r am , r enjoy 
being checked out and flirted with. It ·s so provoca tive to 
sit on the airplane , let y our skirt slide up to mid-thigh 
.nd watch th" 9uy in thl' n"xt se.t star¼ .djusting hims4? 1f 
as 1:1 ou polite-,y chat and ignorP his arousal like a lady 
should . Needless to say , of course, you must J<:eep y our 
safety in mind and be careful not to p\Jt yourself in a 
position of true danger . Make sure that you are not be ing 
foHowl'd into remote .rus , .1nd if you think som"on" is 
about to bothl'r y ou do not heositatP to  simply ask 'tl'ie­
nearest gentleman or secur1ty officer for an escort .  Your 
best defense is probably just to let your feminine 
confidence shine through and stay out of bad places , bu t  
y ou must be  .Jert to thl' ha.rds th. t unfortun.tely go 
along with beoin9 a woman . 
Once you reach the airport 1n y our dest ination city , y ou 
should be prepared for ground transportation . I a lway s 
carry a good supply of  one and five dollar bills in the side 
comp.artmli'nt of my purse "'h"n tr.v4l>ling to h.ndlli' t ips , 
cab farPs , l'tc . Don 't ovPr look a quick visit to thP , adil's 
room on arr1val to freshen up, especial ly 1f 1t has c;> 
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THE MAG I C  OF CROSSORESS I NG 

by Wendi  S eabreeze 

\-lha t  is 1 t  about  our a ffin ity for the- fe m in ine- use-nee  o f  
l i fe that attr ac t s  so ., The sweet  aromas s t imulate our 
minds and hear ts  so th<Jt  w e  become enthra l led . The soft 
t ex tures  and c o l o r s  o f  a pr etty dress , the hot  look o f  a 
s:.-xy dr .-s:s; 1 or  U,.- sc.-nt of .. lov.-1y l)Qrf\Jm.- , s:timul.-tq s 
our n<1 tura l senses wi th  wh ich we become mesmeriz:e d .  
The  stirr ing  s ight s a n d  or expenence of  wear in g 
g l it t er ing gems and me ta l s , a w akens our sou ls , whereby 
we becom e  u nc on sc ious ly enraptured and en l i9htened ! 
H.v.- y ou q v .-r notieqd ho'-/ somq of our 1ovinq s;is;t.- rs  .rq 
a lwa y s  wearing p earls , or some of them most  often wedr 
sappMr es or amethy s t ?  Some of  y our sisters pr efer 
go ld , w hi le  others  love si lver or copper . Why are we 
p ar t ia l  to  a c er t ain gem or  meta l ? Good question , righ t ? 
w .. n ,  in simpt .. t.-rms , som .. jew.-1ry just f..e ls beHe-r on 
us than o ther p iect's  do . I guess the- lr:ey word here is 
" feel "  i f  I were to try and explain that sensation . ··F eer·  
i sn ' t jus t  the  sense o f touch  or sigh t .  Fee  1 encompasses  
the finer for c e s  o f  n ature that  are inv isible to  the e y e .  
"F ...-1 "  c .n b" described by th.- scitince of phy sics . 

TR IPP ING _ _ _  cont 'd  
bPen w indy or if y ou have eatpn on thP  airp J.;mP . Know 
where- y ou are- going ,md how to ge-t the-r e- , be-cause- cab 
drivers wl l i  somet imes take advantage of  what they 
bel ieve to  be a naive woman . I n  New Yor k ,  for ex amp le , 
te l l  the  cabby , " The Waldo r f  v ia  the Tr iborough Br idge , "  
o r  in Boston , know that y ou can takP thP watPr forry to  
the Marr iott . \t is most helpful to s tudy the p lace 1._j OU are 
go ing to  v is i t  beforehand , and ta ll< with people  who have 
l ived or tr ave led there . 
I t  has been my experience that by  the  t ime y o u  have  
n•achPd y our destinat ion , y ou w il l  bP  so  comfort .. b lP  m 
y our female role that ,t w'1l be second nature to 1._j OU .  

Perhaps 1 t  has  to  do w ith be ing  in a distant geograph ica l  
locat ion , o r  t he  sense that  y ou have . at least for a wh ile , 
cut  th e  t ie s that  b ind y ou to  y our ma leness and left a l l  
v1?st19es o f  th.a t bPhmd y ou .  As for mP , a t  least , l fru  ly 
become N,cole . I find my se lf as a woman in a flew and 
cha llenging env ironment . I am ready to  experience the 
wonder and the  sensations o f  female l ife , though we must 
not be  so na ive  as t o  ignore the hass Jes of that l i fe as 
we l l .  
I t  ,s best i f  y ou have- friends •,nth whom y ou can v,sit for 
a t  least  a wh1 le , or if y ou have someone w ith whom y ou 
c an trave l .  If y ou are trave l ing w ith  a fr iend , they must  
understand that  y our journey is an experiment in tota l  
involvement in y our fomale s idP and th .. t no remnant 
whatsoev er of y our male personality w lH be present . As 
y ou shop , sigh t see and p lay , y ou will discov er a ge n t le 
feminine undercur rent  m the  w or ld . Moms with bab ies  
wl l l  s m il e  a t  y ou when y ou wa i t  in l ine ; s tore c lerks w i l l  
chat  like o ld fr iends ; and , y es ,  occas1onal11J , men 

However , if I beg,m to exp ld in how a pdrticleo or wave 
affects our inner-being , y ou might get bored and not 
finish reading his artic le . So , I ' l l  s imply sta te  that  
every thing ever created by  nat ur e or man , sends out 
v ibr.tions (vibes) th.t .re perce ived by our .str .l- hl<.­
senseos . \-lhf'n y our own body wf'ars a p iece o f  jeo we lry 
that it can harmonize with , then those vibes w ill make 
y ou " fee l "  b etter . I f  y ou wear a p iece of jewe lr y  that 
y our etheric bod1,1 cannot harmonize w ith , then v ou mav 
"fu\"  unusy , or .nx,ous .bout .ny th,ng , or 1:1 ou might 
eov•n "f•eo l "  upse t ,  ang•red , or like a wander ing puppy . 
Think about it ! lsn · t  it funny how some costume jewelry  
jus t seems to  be ther e .  But i f  y ou '.vear  a genu ine gem l ike  
a diamond or emeralds or even jade , or i f  v ou we-ar  r-e a l 
gold , y ou c.n .ctual\y "fee l "  extr a speeic1L If y ou 'v'! 
neve-r fe lt this way bf'for• , then y ou 're m issing ou t on <1 

real feminine treat . 
W ithin th is  art ic le I ' ll share  some information concerning 
which <;iems and metals mav be right for y ou .  This won 't  
be besed on .ny .1strolo9ical for-eo.st , but \ must use c;;> 

will still of for y au .a S:Q.at on .a bus or ho Id th" door for y ou .  
On the- otht'r hand , 1._j OU w m  find that there are 1.mwr it.ten 
restr ict ions as well . It  is uncomfortab le to go ou t 
unescorted to some restaur ants  and nightclubs , and 
considerations of personal  safe ty  are much more  
sign ificant for wompn than far mPn . 
Yet to ge-t up 11.' ach morninq compl�tely female , to  dress 
y ourself  and interact with the world tota lly as a woman , 
to pr epare y ourse lf in the  evening and slip cozily into bed 
as a fema le  this total  immersion of  exper ience al lows y our­
woman 's  heart to s'\ll'e 11 , y our fem a le confidencP and pride 
to grow , and y our feminirui consciousness to ho1d sw ay for 
a t ime . Yes , y ou wil l  be aware  of some of the miss ing ma le 
prerogat ives of life . But y our knowledge and 
comprehens ion o f  the femaleness within y ou w i l l  deepen 
and y ou wi l l  return home a stronger , m ore percPpt ive and 
understanding human being . 
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A WOR D TO WR I TERS AND ED I TORS:  
S O M E  S U G G E ST E D  G U I DEL I N E S  F O R  THE  T R ANSGENDER P R E S S  

by Dal1as Denny 

I 've fancied my se lf  a w r i t er ever s ince I was seven 
y ears o ld , when I found my se l f  marve l ing a t  the ta lent i t  
must t.akP to  m.ake the lines come out even o n  the 
r ight-hand s ide of the page . By the time I was a Junior m 
h igh scnoo l ,  I was  wr i t ing sc ience fict ion stones , which r 
two-finger t y pe d  and lo v ingly assemb led into a book 
wh ich I ga v e  t o  my 1 1 th ql'ade Engl ish teacher (and no , 

t1 116 1C Of CROSSDRESS ING . . .  cont <!. 
the da t e  .or y our b ir th  to categorize y our persona l v ibes . 
I ' l l  a l so  give  y ou y our best day o f  the week that y ou 'd 
probably fee l  more comfortable in y our femme attire , and 
jf y ou J il<eo to  tr.veo l , notjceo th. t I 've ,a lso hsted • c ity 
some-whe-re- in \he- wor1d wh"r" y ou m;9h\ f""l rigM a\ 
h ome in . 

{/)f,.c. 2 I - Jan. I 9) Rea listic sisters born between these 
d.at"s .  would prob.1b Jy eonjo'} weo.r ing l.apis 1.zuli S'et in 
he-avy mar casite- , or garn"\ in gold . Y our fun day of th" 
week is Saturday and if y ou ·re  ever in Oxford , England or 
Brusse ls , Belg ium , y ou may never wish to leave . 
CJan. 20 - /wJ. 18} The dete,-mined gir l of this t ime zone 
should o'W'n .at  le.s t one ring , br,acelet ,  or neock1.c" of 
sHvl!'r with s apphir l!' 9"ms or ame-thy st . Your b"st day of 
the week is a lso on S aturday . Someday y ou jus t have to 
visit Hamburg . Germany , or S alzburg , Austr ia . 
(N./;. /9 - M.v. 20) You spiritua l  babes should own some 
.aqu.m,arjne or turquoiu s"t in si lver . If y ou c.an eov1rr 
pur ehasl!' a p1a"cinum brac"le-\ , do ;\ \ Try 90in9 out mor l!' on 
a Thursday nigh t , and what run y ou 'd have in Alexandria , 
E gy pt ,  or  may b e  S eville , Spain ! 
rMv. 21 - Apr. /9) You . . .  the mistress-of-il lusion know 
.an .about di.amends , for Ws y our gem . You like- y our meot.al 
around y our nl!'ck to  b" he-avy like- gold and iron . Next 
Tuesday try be ing y our feminine-se lf, it may be a 
p leas an t  surpris e . Certainly , someday y ou must trave l t o  
F lorence , Ita ly , or  Marseilles , Franc e .  
{Apr. 20 - � 20) You eo.al"thy Hippi1r girls in .a n  y our 
jade- , are-n '\  y ou fe-e\ing high ? But don ' \  re-strict y ourse-1f 
to Just Jade , try emera lds too with copper jewe lry . And 
hey , y ou rule  the Friday night air , so don 't neglect it . 
Where are y ou going on y our next v acation ? May b e  
P.al1rrmo , Sp.ain . 
� 21 - � 20} For y o1J ,  th" gir l  on  th" 90 , we-ar 
Bery 1 or A lex an dr ine  set in ster l1ng silve,- And 1sn ·t it a 
funny thing about Wednesday , they 're perfect for y ou !  
And hey , when was the  last  time y ou visited S.-in 
Fr.nc isco ? You might  beo surpr iud with .n th" ,adv1rnture 
y ou ' d  find th"r e- .  
(Jtmr:, 2 f  - JtjfV 2Zl Yes 1 1 ! 1  W e  moonbabies a r e  the cute 
s issies in  our moonstone and pearls . If  we don 't wear 
s i lver . there ·s no  w ay we can get out on a MondalJ night . 
If y ou 're looking to tr.vel this y e.ar , try Amstli'rd.am , 

every thing d idn ' t  come out r ight- Just ified . I figu,-ed t ha t  
sol't of ta len t came only wi th  exper ience) 
I sp1mt most of the next summer c lo is ti;,red w1th a vmtaqP 
, 930's Woodstock manual tlj pewr iter I persuaded my 
mother to ouy a t  a thr ift shop (it cost e ight dol la,-s)  and 
hel' old high school ty ping book , which featured the 
Voodstock as a rep,-esentat ive mode l .  Thanks to  the  CJ 

Holland . Or for a rr!>al adve-nturl!' v isit Ne-w York C ity . 
(Jvf.r/ 23 - Aug. 2� I can see the fire in the ey es  o f  
these gir l s , adorned i n  a l l  that go ld  and br ight 
dazz lingruby stones . You ru le Sunday nights where a ll 
attention wl ll be on you .  Someday m y our life y ou need ta 
v isit Bombay , India or Bath , £ngland 1 

(Aug. 23 - Sept 2� Someone told me  a lot about y ou 
g1,- 1 s ,  that y ou are s t il l  vi,-g ins , my oh my . I couldn ' t  
be lieve that seeing y ou in  all  that Peridot and agate set in 
silver , I .. Isa know you 'vp been invading the Wednesday 
night atmospher-e .  'r'our romance is wai t ing for y ou m 
Par is , Fr-ance , or Holly wood , California . 
(Se.pt 23 - {kt 22} You gir-ls alway s seem to be 
cheerful and balanced wearing all y our opal and zircon . 
You .a lso love the fe"l of copper and know ho"' to 11.arty on 
a l=r idatJ night . Y�nna , Austria has a lot to offe-r , ,md 
Johannesburg ,  South Afr ica calls for y our justice . 
({kt. 23 - MJ v. 21) You are indeed a regenerated g ir l in 
y our ony x and malachite stones . There 's something about 
the touch of steel that y ou can 't eicp la in . But y ou qo out to 
rule the Tuesday night hptoeing scene . £ver-y thing seems 
to fall mto place for y ou .  New Q,-leans is where y ou gotta 
vis i t . 
(/(o v. 21 - OEv:. 20) The girls with a goa l '  Tha t 's what  

y ou are as y ou show off your topaz . Yau love  to we ar 
light jewelry like items made of hn . You too may find new 
found pleasures on a Thursday night . And if  y ou ever- plan 
a v a ca hon , try the infamous Cologne , Ger-many or 
Avignon. France . 

\lle-11 , dMI" readers , I hope this 1 ittle bit of infor-mat1on 
will be useful for y ou ,  or that y ou at least find  i t  
in teresting . As a student of many schoo ls  o f  thought , I ' l l  
t e l l  y ou that the  marve lous joy s t o  be  found by wear ing 
real gems , can help e levate your awareness of y our 
wor ld .  

HELP  • c■OS S -THLI: . liRDW ! ! ! 
ASK A FRIEND TO SUBSCR IBE 

RENEW V□UR SUBSCR IPT ION PROMPTLY 
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'w'ORD TO 'w'R ITERS AND E D ITORS . . .  cont 'rf. 

duc t tap1;1 I had s tuck ovc,r the, l<1;1y s to mal<1;1 it impoHil>lc, 
,o  hunt- and- p"ck , I stuck \o \ask , and by \t," "nd of \t," 
s ummer , I c ou ld 1ouch- ty p e . 
The rest , as they might  say , is something less than 
h i s tor y . I us ed my ty pinq sk i l ls  to qet my  se  If through 

co i l1;1gc, , domq my own papc,r �  and making monpy by ty ping 
thos e- of oH,e-r s .  Bu\ occa:siona l1y my nimb1" fing"rs wou1d 
s /"lo w  a spark of  sentience and something I was  not 
a ctual ly  required to  write  would show up on  the paper . 
St.imps were cheap back then . I d iscovered th.it  i f  I p u t  
my  crPa t ioM in  an  PnvelopP and ma ilPd thc,m away , thc,y 
were  ou\ of my hair for a few w e-eks , until \hey came 
back with a reject ion letter . The re jec t ions were good  for 
my s ou l ; they kept  me  humb le and helped me t o  l earn t o  
accep t  cr i t ic ism and try  harde r .  Maybe i f  I jus t qot so  
that  I could do th  .. t l'igh t just ifica t ion . .  And thc,n , 
surpr is" \  I s-\art "d 9""-ing occasional leH "r :s  of 
accep tance - - and sometimes , even a check . 
I t  was  t ha t  firs t  check , I th ink , which turned  me into a 
r e a l  wr i t er . For the firs t  t ime , I a l lowed my se lf to t h ink 
that may be , jus t may b e ,  ) could suppod my self one day 
by  doing cr "ahv" work . I increas"d my output , wr iting 
songs , e ssay s ,  short stories , even a nove 1 . Some r 
managed  to ge t  pub lished . Most , I didn 't . 
Ed i t or s '  They were peop le  who  kept y our manuscrip t s 
tied up for months a t  a t1me , and fin.ally , if thPy !>othc,,-ed 
to send th"m back at an , r Pturn"d U1em with l"H"r:s of 
r e jec tion with m addening no tations penciled 1n the margin 
- - commen ts  l ike , "This is gr eat ! You ·ve got a lo t  of 
t a len t .  Can 't use i t , "  or "This i s  very good . If y ou w i l l  
just Jc,.arn to m.al<c, the, wol'dS' l inP  up on  thP r i9ht m:,rgin , 
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W P  ·n  s-tal't buy in9 y our stuff. " J w:,s s-urpl'isc,d whr.>n , at 
40 y ears of ag" , I met my firs\ "ditor , Mid di:scov"r " d  
t l"l a t  sl'le d1dn · t  l"lave hOrns and a t a  11 . 
Now I find my se lf not  only an editor , but a publ i sher . 
have to deal  with  writer s .  I find  my se lf  spend ing hours  
ty pinq m:,nuscripts- which WPrP or igin:itc,d on  compu tr.>.r , 
wonderinq why I didn ' \  ge-t -th" file- on di:sk"H e- .  I ge-'t 
materia ls which are great , but which don ·t fi t the  theme 
of the issue . I find my self  having t o  return submiss ions  
with letter-s of re jec t ion to peop le who thought enough o f  
the, m:i9azinP to s-"nd me, thc, ir crc,ativP ll'fforts , bu t  
whose submissions I just can 't  use - - oHeon a t  my  
expense , for they  ·ve  fa iled to inc lude return pos tag e . 
Having now sat on both ends of the tee ter-tot ter , and 
hav ing been  a participant in  and an observer o f  the 
transqend•r community 's- pub licat ions , I have, discovE>n•d 
\ha\ '\he- communi-\y press  is  r ife wi\h problems , and bo'th 
editors and writers seem to be  contr-ibuting to the 
problem . 
I ' ve  noted tha t  manuscrip t s  are  sometimes ex t ens ive ly  
l:'ditc,d without th• clPal'ancP of the, :iuthor , th:it m.atE>na l  
is r "l)rinte-d withou-\ pe-rmission and  sometime-s withou\ 
crediting the author of the orig ina l  source of pub lic a t ion , 
and that most news letters and even some magazines are 
fil led  with misspe lled words , bad grammar , and s tup id 
misbhs (my own priv:ite bugbPal' is- to find it 's  whE>n it 
should be- its) . As a write-r , I find that I oft"n don ' \  know 
that l'n'J submission w111 be published unti l  r see 1t in print , 
and that my clean submissions often e nd up full of spe l l ing 
and  grammatical errors that  make me cringe , knowing 
that th• ,-c,:,d"r wiJJ :ittributc, th• mist:ikPs to mP , Q 

GET A �RIEND TO SUBSCRIBE , 
ADD A FRBB MONTH TO YOUR 

OWN SUBSCRIPTION ! I I 

DET A IL S  ON P AGE 1 7  

• Colaetlca 4t Profculo■al Mateap l.alOu 
• Slloes 4t Boots - Sz: 4 - 14WW / Heels to 6" 

• Buica to Bzotlc Uagerte ror Wo-• aad Me■ 
• Conctry - Wlp - Jewelry • Hoslay - Breast Forms 

• Videos, Boots, Magui-, Marital Alds/Novcltlcs 

Something 4 eve,y lifestyle - becaus, we care I 

Seng s20 N,S ftl)dsl for latest catalog(sl & Newstetters 
Uo•./Tuea/Tllwn. 1 0  .. - I p• Wetl &. Frt ,._ • I  pa S■L 1 0  ■1111 - 5 pm 

Sptlcial Assistance & Prlvattl Appoiltmenls. Anytime. 
388- CT Moody St., Waltham, Ma. 021 54 (61 7)894-1 744 

WE'RENOT #1 YOU ARE 

· • , , t  Order Spec,,1l,sts Sp,11,n,ng the Globe CJterrng to the Needs of  Everyone ' 



'w'ORD T O  'w'R ITERS AND ED ITORS . . .  cont 'd  
r .. ther th.,n the ed i tor . As .an editor ,  I find th.it \olr it"rs 
pr'omise- \hings \hey  can ' t  or won ' \  de1ivE"r ,  making me­
chew my knuckles at dead line t ime , ror rve often planned 
the magaz ine to some extent around their proposed 
art icl e , and that wri t er s  hate for me to change any th ing , 
e \/en words wh ich they h.ivE' .ipp.irE'ntly m.ade up .ind not 
boH,e-r "d to de-fin" . 
Most of the th ings that seem to be  wrong cou ld  b e  easily 
r emedied . It wou ld take  only a little common sense and a 
b i t  of common courtesy . 
I .. m prE'p.ared to  propose som .. thin9 d .. r ing -- th.it  we 
move- forward and make e-fforts \owards profE"ss ionalism 
-- writers and ed1tors alik e .  'tfe need to follow the same 
g eneral rules as the publishing industry, and we need to 
t ake ex tra  precau tions b ecause of the sensitive nature o f  
the sub j"ct .-nd th" p r  iv.icy n"eds o f  thon in th" 
community . 
Here , then , are some suggested guide l ines . 

O!Jf:JEl lMES FOR WR fT£l? S.  
S imul t .n"ous submissions ,.,..  .. .a no-no . Editors h. te  to  
think that th"Y hav" an "xe lusiv" on some-thing , only to  
get someone else ·s news le  Her in  the  mai l with what they 
have come to consider "their " article featured 
prominently on  the front page . If y ou do send things out 
s 1mult.an"ously - - .nd I suggest th.it you don 't -- i t  is 
very impodan\ that y ou t "i\ \he- e-ditor \hat you are doing 
so . It wm reduce your ch,mcE?s of pub lication , but 1t is 
on ly fair . Giv e  the  editor a chance . Remember that there 
is a good dE?a 1 of lead time involved . and that the content 

EVERYTHING VDU AL V AYB VAN=FE9 TD ICNOV 
nEWIPd 
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1 10 1  * JAN93 

KYMBERLE I GH R ICHARDS 

PO BOX 944 

WOODLAND HILLS CA 91365-0944 

, 

PLEASE  R E M E M B E R  TO SEND U S  ANY ADDR E S S  CHANGE S NO L A T E R  
T HAN  THE  T H I RD WEE KEND OF T H E  MON TH  PRECE D I NG T H E  F I R S T  
I S SUE  T H E  ADDR E S S  CHANGE APPL I E S T O .  
AL SO , P L E A S E  R E M EMB E R  T O  R E N E W  YOUR SUBSC R I PT I O N  
PROMPT L Y  SO T H A T  T H E R E  W I L L  B E  NO I N T E RRUP T I ON I N  YOUR 
MA I L I NGS . 

of th" n"xt  issu" or two m.y .ilre.dy b" fixed .  i su99es t 
\hat IJOU pick y our magazine- earefu1ly , and , if y our 
submiss1on is accepted , wa1t chE?erfu lly . Certa1n ly , if 
there has been no action after  three or four month s , y ou 
should inquire gently about  the  expec tE?d publication date , 
but things t.ik" tim" . P.it i"nce, gr.sshopp"r! 
Once- 1j our article- has appur"d in print, it ' s finE" to s"nd 
1t elsewhere . You should be sure to te ll the MW editor 
that i t  has been previously pub lishE"d , and wher e and 
when , so that the origina 1 pub licat ion will be du ly 
credit"d. J t  is perfect ly fin" to w.ilk th" s.mE> .ir t ic lE> 
around for yurs ; it actually will providr y ou wiU, morr 
recogn1t1on than ff it appears in four or ffve pub licatfons  
at the same time . 
You should remember to include a self-addressed , 
st.imped "nvelopl!' (c.Jled .i S AS£ , to thos" in th" know) I 
know that my organization dorsn ' t  havE" much of a budg"' 
to buy stamps period , much le-ss a buc:Jget entry called 
"Special Fund for Submissions Received Without S ASE. " 
Be  sure to include enouqh postage , and an envelope b ig  
s,,r,,;:.ugh to hold the submiss;on . It 's fin" to send only • lonq 
tnvr,ope- with re-gular postage- if IJ ou instruct -th" E"ditor 
to destroy y our materials 1f they are re-jected .  
You should read the instructions to  authors in the 
magazine or newsletter to which y ou are submitting 
m.it"ri..ls, .and nnd .iw.y .i S ASE for instructions for 
author"s ,  if indieate-d . I sfrongly advise- y ou to pick up and 
study an issue or two of ttie- publ fcat1on to which y ou p lan 
to submit . Most publishers will be happy to sell you a 
sing le issue for a sma 11 charge . How long are the 
.r tic l"s ? \o/h.it is;  th"ir tone ? w'h.t sort of cont"nt doM 
\hE" e-ditor s"e-m to br looking for ? You 'll savE" IJ OUrse-,f a 
lot of  rejection letters if you take this step . 
Your manuscript should be accompanied by a cover lette r , 
introducing y ourse lf. The manuscript itself should be  
Jegibl" , .and s"nt in the form.it pr"f",-r"d by  th" "djtor 
( \his is usually spe-cifie-d in magaz:ine-s , and somE"timE"s in 
newsletters ) .  The ffrst page of the manuscript sMu ld 
contain y our name and address , a word count , and the 
status of the manuscript . If i t  is unpubl ished, use the 
words "f'irst Amwic�n S"ri.1 Rights . "  P.iq"s should b" 
numb"nd, and , unle-ss \he- manuscript is to be 
b 1 1nd-rev1ewed (that is , read and rev1ewed by some-one 
who is not to know the author) , your name and a running 
titl e  should be on every page . You should check for 
l!'rrors , .nd IJ ou s;hould doublll'-oh"ok to m.ik" sur" th.t 
pagu are- not missing . It 's surprising how ofte-n that 
happens. Manuscripts should be 1eg1ble and doublE?-spaced ; 
thi s  is critical . If y ou are offered money for your articl e , 
be sure- to give the editor y our soc ial security number . s o  
h"  or  she c.n inform th" IRS , "'hioh hu .i n.asty t "nd"ncy 
to  want to know such about e-ve-ry pe-nny y ou make . 
You should make- your special needs known to thE' edHor . 
How do you want t o  be identified? Do you want to use 
your real name , or a wish-fulfillment name ? Do y ou have 
.i probJ.m rt'c"ivinq m.iil ? Are you worried .ibout thP 
rrturn addrus on the- "nv"lope-? Is the- adiclP fixPd � 
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THE I S TANBUL TRA VESTY 
b y  Phaedr a Ke l ly 

h.ive no t iong n•tur-n'1>d from th" .. mergMcy 
r e,scue- /r e,se-ar ch miss ion \o  ls\anbu l , Turkt'y . 'tt'hile­
there , r t emporari ly joined a squad in the  Travesty  army 
., ga inst  the po l i ce  Yes , it is a war there , dec lared  by 
both s ides  bu t unsta t ed by any med ia other than our own 
to cfate . \1h'1>n on" l iv.-s inside a war on .i ten d.iy /.,J.-ven 
night tour of duty , suffe,r ing U,re-e, r aids a night by 300 
he<w ily armed po lice , a fee l in g  of continuum goes with the 
terr i tory . See ing a 28- y ear-o ld  beauty with a 
seven-y ear-o ld  au toma t ic p i s to l  bul let scar . the  s ize of  a 
co in , in _her back c Jos.- to hPr hear t ,  / don ' t  judg.- what 
she- has \o  do to 1ive- , I se,e, oniy he-r faciMy \o 1ove- a 
s is t er and am proud and  grateful  to receive that love . A t  
t h e  moment , Travesty  h a s  become a banner i n  t h e  war , a 
t i t le as accepted  a s  was  "Char l ie " for Viet Cong 

Y[)RD f [)  'w'R ITERS AND E D IT [)RS . . .  cont rf  
i n  s tone , o r- can the editor- make some changes ? And , i f  
so , do  y ou wc1nt to  appr-ove c1 l 1  ed itor ial ch.mges?  let the 
editor- kno w these thmqs . 
L ook at rejection letters as minor- obstacles . Send the 
manuscnpt e lsewher-e . I f  y ou cont inue t o  get rejected , 
r ewor-k the manuscr ipt and try  again . 

tll/.<OEl. � Ftw El?ITtwS 
The usual rules for ed i tors  hold for the transgender­
pr-ess • manuscripts shou ld be rev ie wed in a t ime ly 
fash ion and r eturned upon r-eJect ion , if there is  an  S ASE . 
Author s should be not ified upon acceptc1nce Mc1 3or 
changes in the manusor ip t shou ld l>e o lear-ed with the 
write r , and er-edi t  should be  g iven to magazines and 
news le t ters which have pre v ious ly publ ished  an artic l e .  
Ther-e a re  o ther- . special  r-u le s ,  however , because th is 1 s  
the transgender press . Many transgendere,d indiv idua ls 
Jive compar tmen tal ized l ives 'r'ou , as the editor , must be 
very careful not  to  disclose infor-mation the author 
wishes kep t secret You shou ld be very careful  about 
u sin(J an individ ua l ' s rea l  name . If the indiv idua l is l ivin(J 
in one gender , but us ing the n.ame, of .another gender , it 
wi ll probab llJ be a l l  ,.-igh t to publ ish unde,.- that nc1me- -­
but y ou should still check . Don ' t  automat ically assume 
tha t  i t 's okay to  send correspondence under the name of 
pub hcat ion , e i ther , especial ly if  it is going to  a street 
.address instead of a pas t off-ice box . Ch1?ck w i th the  
author . 
I f  the author- is cross-l iv ing , y ou should be very wary 
about using the ne w name in pr- in t , a l though it shou ld  be 
a 1 1  nght to  use it in correspondence .  If there is  any 
question in y our mind whatsoever , y ou shou ld check w ith 
the au thor 

It has been my observ ation that the transgender press  
has  b een lax  i n  a number- o f  areas . In my  three  y ears as  a 
par t ic ipant-obsPrv1.>r , I havp s;epn numProus; ins tances; of  

irregular-s . But  thE>y �,.." not  a copy of .iny thing ; thE>lJ  ar.­
original thir d ge-nde-r and ce-dainly not bad .  I s\i11 fe-t-\ 'the­
tension and get th e  nashbaclc:s , even 2=5 <lay s a n er my 
return . Step out  into the stree t  at night in the thir d  w or ld 
and y ou wi l l  forevermore not wa it to be told y ou are 
"OK " .  Oh , by th" ..,.,.y , D"met D"mir of GT /Tr.ivesty  
TurkPy was  r e,1e,asPd of  a 1 '  char gPs  in  a tr ial br ought 
forw ard  to co incide with my very high profile presence  
as  an obs erver /researcher and representative  o f  the  
wor ld gender community . Having sent  advance dec l ar a t ion 
to the Turkish gov.-rnment ,  AmnMty lnt .. rn .. t ion ... 1 ,  
Britain ' s  for�ign Office- ,  and both the- U .S .  and U .K 
consu lates in Istanbu l ,  sa id declaration was  faxed to  
every Engl ish-speaking journal ist in  Turkey . Thus , h aving 
made my se lf  a po l i t ica l  hot potato , I w ent in there Q 

simul taneous submissions w ithou t the ed itor be ing 
not ified , of pubhc.atian of m.ater i.a Is which thl? c1uthar 
oons idered to be privileged and pr ivc1te oo,.-respondence 
(and which they wer e  surprised to see  in pr int) , of ac tual  
names b eing pr inted against the express desire of the 
individua l ,  and of articles which are  published w ithou t 
crediting thl? original sour-ces .  And I can ' t  be,qin ta sa4 
how mantJ ins tances I 've- seen of  bad edit ing dnd 
proofreading . The use of i t ' s  for i ts  is almost a hal1mark 
o f  the g ender commun ity . 
These s or t  o f  problems are only to be expected in a new ll_d 
&>merging and rapidly growing fie ld . We  are , .aft&>r a l l , 
new IIJ "out , "  most of us , and we c1re for the most  pa,.- t 
new t o  writ ing , edit in g ,  and publ1shln g .  But our success  
mandates  change . I t  is t ime that  we  work a l i t t l e  harder 
to  professionalize our presentation to the pub l ie and our­
dealings with each other . Let 's p lay pretty , using the 
guidelines I 've jus t proposed .  It w il l  work for the good of  
the community . 
And so , wi th  a hear ty  "H i ,  Yo , Si lver , "  I roar off into  the  
sunset -- to  face a 30 page manuscr-ipt that was  
gener.atr?d an  the computer- ,  .and which I must tlj pP m 
beoc1use- I wasn '.t sent the- diskette .  But tonight , when I s i t  
down t o  writ e , I w ill be in  heaven , fo r  these day s I d o  my 
creat ive w l'"ihng on  the computer , and the l i t t le  bugger­
w il l  automatically right-justify what I wr i te  
And I 3ust know th.at ' s  going ta  ge t my navel,;; published 

GET A F R I E N D  T□ S U B S C R I B E .  

A D D  A F R E E  M O NT H  T O  

V□U R  O W N  SUB S CR I PT I ON ! H  

OETA/l.S 0/YPAIJE T T  

2 6  · c R O S S - T A L K .  

- - - ----- - -� ---



A QUES T I ON OF D I FFERENCES 
How we  1 1  d o  men and women know each other ' Cr is  Evatt · s  book "He and She : 60 Different  D ifferenc es Betwe en Men 
and Women " (C onar i  Press )  o p ens w ith a quiz on qender diffi'rences . Here , based on a random survey of the sexe s , are  
th" most fr"quently miss"d true / false questions bl.J both men .nd wom"n . Tsist  y ourself;  -nswers follow th i!.  -r t ic le . 
, . 'd omPn ' s 1 anguagP is morl' dir Pc\ "\han ml'n ·s .  
2 .  Women try t o  change  others  more than men . 
3 .  Respect  is a major  is sue in the fema le world . 
4 .  Men need more " spac e " -- pr ivate time -- than women . 
5 .  v/om"n r-Mpond b"tter to strE>ss th-n m"" · 
6 .  'd ome-n are  morl' decisivl' "\h ,m men . 
7 .  Men accep t  w or ds a t  face va lue more than w omen . 
8 .  Women avo id  verba l  confrontat ion more than men .  
9 .  Women want t o  be marr ied more  than men . 
I 0 . vlomsin h-ve ..ibout on"- t"nth -s much testosterone ..is  m"n . 
Cr is  EvaH , 48 , has  wriHl'n se-vl'ral  books on organizing 
y our Hfe ,  but "He and She . . plunges fn1o the controvers 1a l  
waters  o f  gender differentiation . I t 's a self-help book for 
a prob lem tha t , E vatt be l ieves , remains largely un iversal . 
Th.- book -ttempts to c l..irify the my steri"s of why "hsi 
ne-v ,r Sl'Pms to Hste-n " or "shP "s alway s talking on thP 
te lephone ·· . 
Say s Eva t t , who has been happily marr ied for five y ears : 
" I  wrote this book for two reasons - - first , my own 
cur iosi ty -nd s'1'cond , to he lp m"n -nd wom'1'n get -long . "  
ShP sppn\ two y Pars r PsParching contPmporary books and 
articles on gender , combing through the academic di'ba tes : 
A re men and ,vomen becoming  more alike or less alike ? 
Are stereoty p ical r oles b lurr ing or becominq more 
pronounced ? Ar" men 's -nd women 's differences 
l'sse-n\iany bio1ogica1 or \hl' rl'sul'\ of socialization ? Then 
Evatt disti lled tl'le in formation in .-i guidi'book - - 60 trai ts , 
inc luding \vorry ing , seeking a ttention, jea lousy , 
fr iendsh ip , c lustered into 1 1 chap t ers under spec ifi c  
h"-d'in9s r..in9in9 from " Jnt im-cy SHl<ers " to 
"Communica\ ions Oap " . 
1 80 sources are listed , from Virginia Adams · "Get t in g  at 
the Heart of Jealous Love " to Dan Zevin 's "The Secret o f  
Boy s ·  C lubs R evealed " .  A lthough Evatt discusses 60 traits 
.nd how th"Y diffe,... betwE>en m"n -nd woms-n , the book is 
focused on a pr imary thl'me : 'd oml'n tend to be 
other-focused and men tend to be se lf- focused . While 
recognizing tha t th,s could be interpreted as a sexist 
s tereoty pe .  she nevertheli'ss  thinks the book could be 
used .i. ..i l itmus test for most r"l�tionships . "My whol" 
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background is to simplify things , "  Evatt say s , " so this is 
gender dffferences s 1mp liffi'd .  
"This book doesn ' t  urge women to become more l ike men , 
or men to become more like women. It 's about retaining 
gend"r tr� its th-t serve us -- both individu-lly .nd 
collPctively -- and modifying or devl'loping \raits that do 
not , ·· she adds . 
Evatt says the research has changed her own behavior : " I  
used to be more clingy -- and I t ended to play second 
fiddl" . I h�d to  d"vs-lop some independs-nce beforE> I could 
apprPciatP a man who valul'd what I was doing :" 

(Edited with permission from the "Los Ange les Times " . 
Thanks to Chrissie Iliffe-Weston for bringing the ar tic le 
to our -ttention. J 
(Ans'll'f!lrs � f'M' ,piz: ()w,.s#Ms f, 3, iN1d 6 N? f"�l.n-, 
ME' !?Sf � di/ (r'rR.} 

1ST ANBUL TR AVESTY - · ·  cMt 'ti. 
�d just did it . D"met is now br-vely pursuing • pr iv� t" 
compl'nsation suit against the police . 
(/'�,1 Kt>lfl/ Of)N'd�S llhM( fs t'SSM(!alfl/ a 
OM- 'tYfJf1WP C�'I/M,gt, for /lunw, n¢ts for ('hf, .,.,-t;r/!f'tv'ide 
!JMIRl'" CM"1wrtf'ff/. Fffllling for �  Tr<NlsiMf Afffilitr; 
�MN>r w,fin>ly Ihm, dt:w.Jtw,s. � MoP ll.S.✓ sMII ¥"'4Y 
contri!>utiMs to OTA c/o CrNtiVP Of!..sign 5'!-rv�s, P 0. 
Box 6T26.3✓ Krhg of"Pross,a PII 19-WS.} 

� TfW iM.4 �• � ovu. .the. pcUt 1 1  
!18",4 ,  I � .tit& -/ O!J, .the. .tlw.&mpla., 1Z114 .the. 
� !JOU. � d«l8 .th& UIIJJ. I 1U111 .the. on,f,!J �9(,4t .(A .the. U.S.A.  u.wtg .the. 32 
nu.t.U.pt&. naalU.& m&.thoct, � hlu J)'I.OV&II. � 
�c.c:tu,e czn.ct �OoU.l&bt.& .(A .the. ,wnoua.t °' C0Cl,ll,4&. 

4a.wzL �- °' COI.IIIM., blANt czn.ct «a,.6h. � 
met>iod4 a.ita. ..t.<.tt. a.1111.U.a.bte. Loca.L � .l4 a.uo 
auct.il.aU.e b!/ a. � upon. -u.qu.&4t.. 
1,1(/ � ,l4 9114/ --..i IZll4 opeuud, J)'I.OV,id.lng a. 
,41,!p�f. � .to -6M.l/f, .t.h.a. 1IUJIIJ IIU44 °' .tJte. 
TV/TS COtlflllll,WJ wUh. pWi&. 

, ,  MARY'S 
- EJectrolysls & Foetal 

Sod.!/ {a.U PM,,t.41 � 
(213) 651-0202/856-0913 
1344 a llftffy ■ .. L• Alltltll 

4 BlockS East of La Cienega 
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" there ' s  more to the p i c t ure than  meets  lfie  eye"  
bv Se lena  Anne Shephard 

som e- pe-op le have TH IS TH ING for Hageon Daz:  ice- ere-am 
some people have TH I S  TH ING for horror movies  
sorne people  have TH IS  TH ING for qui l t in g  
s o M e  peop le  h ave T H I S  TH ING for r a p  mus ic  
s:omQ p'1op le h avo THIS THING for b.sob. 11 c ar ds 
some- peop le have- TH IS · TH ING for the- Ok lahom a  Sooneors 
some  peop le h ave TH lS  TH ING for computers  
some peop le have TH I S  TH ING for teddy  bears  
some peop le  h ave TH IS  TH ING for model  tra ins  
s::ome poop lo havo THIS THING for play ing car ds 
some- peoop leo h a ve- TH IS THING fo r  c lassic cars 
sorne people have TH IS  TH ING Tor blackened f;st, 
some peop le have TH IS  TH ING  for w ine  
sorne  peop le  h ave TH IS  TH ING for the  'SO ' s  
somQ pooplo havo TH IS TH ING for soap opor as 
som e- peop le- have- THIS TH ING for gospe- 1  
some people h ave TH IS  TH ING for my stery novels 
some peop le have TH IS  TH ING for impress ionist pa int ings 
some people have TH IS  TH ING for jo91;1inc; 
s::omo poop lo havo TH IS TH ING for Elvis (whoi:hor dud or alivo) 
some- peoop l, h a v, TH IS TH ING for lifting we-igh ts 
some people h ave TH IS  TH ING for com1c books 
some  peop le have TH IS  TH ING for goss ip 
som e  peop l e  have TH IS  TH ING fo r  fishinQ 
somo poop lo h avo TH IS TH ING for Sh.l<ospuro 
some- peop lt- have TH IS TH ING for Zen 
some people  have TH IS  TH ING for c11mb ing mountains 
some  peop l e  h ave TH IS  TH ING for Esperanto 
some peop le  have TH IS  THING for Liz T a1,1 lor 
some poop\o havo  TH IS TH ING for bluogr ass mus,c 
some- peop le- have- TH 15 TH ING for pop art 
some people have THIS  TH ING for hang gliding 
some peop le h ave TH I S  TH ING for flea markets  
some people  have TH IS  TH ING for lonesome high,.o1 al) s 
s::omo poop\o h avo THIS THING for skatoboardiog 
some- peoop le have TH IS TH ING for sc: ienct- fiction 
some people t,ave THIS TH ING for lo ng walks  in ,t,e woods 
some peop le  have TH IS TH ING for EST 
some peop le  h ave TH IS TH ING for channe linc; 
somo pooplo h avo THIS THING for square d�nc,o� 
some- pt-op lt' hav, TH IS THING for Je-sus 

&. 
I h ave TH IS  TH ING for vtomen 's clothes 

Copy righ t Sh�ph..ir-d 1 99 1  

NE.._.S.._. IRE _ _ _  cont 'd from page 4 
e>:perienced in gender issues , and the Inst i tute  expects  to 
have a fu 11 ne twork of doctors 1n p lace soon _ 
Those in a!"eas c lo se to the new se,,-v1ce matJ e ither v,,,,-ite 
to P 0 .  Bo x 1 4 1 1 33 ,  Ga in esv ille 3261 4 ,  or telephone 
(904) 462-4826 for informa t ion 

T he summer meeting of the Socie ty  fo r the Second S e l f  
(Tr-i-Ess) hoard of  d irectors has resulted in some 
major changes in Tr i-Ess operations and policies . 
The board , which has spent m uch of the past  t w o  y ear s 
reorganizing the non-profit group , has op ted  to 
re inco rpor ate  as a Texas non-pro fit corporat ion to  l:J 
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NE'w'S'w' IRE . . .  cont d. 
s imp l i fy op"r.a t ions , .and op"r.at" its C.aliforn i.a 
tieadquadel"s as a "bl" anch ope!" at ions office " .  
A gre a t  deal of discu s s ion took p lace over a proposal to 
., l low the char t er ing of "couple s · only " chapters . The 
board decided not to charter such chapters ,  express ing  
i t s- conc"rn th,. t non-p.ar tn"r"d Tri-Es-s members might b" 
";,::c1ud"d fr om padicipa\ ion in such a chapt"r . 
Other dec1s 1on s made by trie board included a change 1 n  
the  format of  the  a nnua l  member sh ip director-y to  publish 
on ly  pr-o fi l es of members .  thu s avoidinq the higher cos t s  
incurred wh"n photogr.aphs ,.,.._. inc ludE>d .  A surv"y o f  
memb"r:s  'taken 'two y e ar s  ago h a d  indicate-d '\hat a 
ma Jor ity did no t  fee l the prio togr-aphs  were necessary in 
the directory as t hey would exchange them in the course  
o f  correspondence  any way . 
Th" bo.ard . lso  c l.rified the .attend.nee policy .at the 
annual Tri- Es s "Ho1 iday En F "mme " c onv "nhon to  include­
on ly Tr i-Es s  members or thos e who wou ld be  e ligib le for­
member-ship i n  the organization . The boar-d 's winter 
ses sion takes place at the  convention , which will be he l d  
in Atl.anta this November . 

FPE Nonvay has announced tentative plans to create a 
"F  ,mtasia Fair " - like event  in Europe . Eur0F antasia , as 
FPE 's Je,nny S.nd h.as dubbed i t , "' ill most like llJ t.al<e 
place neal" Copenhag"n in a smaH Denmark re-sod town in 
trie spring of 1 993 .  

C ROSS - TA L K  CO NG RAT U LAT ES 
> > Robir\ Kiemir of the S i<Jl"I'\• Epsilor\ Cha\)t'1r of Tr-i-Ess , 
who was ins trumeon tal  in he- lp ing the- Hu S igma Chap teor 
get s tar t ed . Mu S igma , which serves the Memphis area , 
was recently granted its charter by Tri-Ess . 
> > The members of Chi Chapter Tr-i-Ess and Chica90 
Ger\der Society , not.1b ly N.omi Q....,en, Glor-i. �ri<JM , 
Karen Anne- Baumqardneor , and Mary Ann Foste-r, for theo ir 
ass is tance to repor ter Neil Steinberg for his recent  
art ic le  on crossdressing in the Sunday "Sun- T imes " .  
> > Renaissance Educat ion  Association of Philadelphia , 
which ce lebr .tqd fivq  y q ,1rs: of qxis:tence rqcqnt ly with ,1 

ga la annive-rsary party tha t  was a t te-nded by guests from 
Delta CM of Washington DC and L IFE of New York , Dr . 
R ichard Docter of California State University Northridge ,  
and more than two dozen Renaissance members . 
> > J.1mi9 Ed'-1 .r ds: , r9C9!\t1y rH\Qctqd to th" pos:t of 
Preosidl!'n t of  the St. Lou is Gende-r foundation . It wil l  b" 
E dward s ·  s econd term at  the top o ffice of StLGF . 
> > G inny Knuth ,  presented -.v ith the newly renamed 
"G inny Knuth Member of t he Year Award " b1,1 ETVC for 
hqr tire 1ess efforts: i� beh.1\f of thq org.1niz.1tion . l!'\ 
accep t ing, Knuth expressed her joy in beo inq a me-mber o f  
this community , . .  after al l , I ' m  a s ignmcan t  other 1 .. . 

» Janet Nichols and Donna Freeman , founders of  the 
Diablo Valley G irls i n  the Contra Costa County area of 
C.1\iforr\i.1 .  The group , "'hich shd9d jus:t over ,1 ye.1r .qo 
wi th 24 members , reoc"n t ly adde-d its SOU, member . 

NAT I  O N R L  E U ENTS 

18th Annual Outreach Institute 

\� Live the fanf.B&y! � 
Oatober 16-25, 1992 

For information write: Fantasia Fair, 405 Western 
Ave., Suite 345 , So. Portland, ME 04106 

1:igma Epsilon 
presents : 

cfeoh�· cl 
November 11-15,  1992 � {JJllJJf 6 

Atlanta, GA 3 

Powder Puffs 
of 

Orange County 

., __ 

��o'iJ'Ss!LI 

present 

APR I L  28 

MAY 2, 1993 

r'or information write: 

Linda Peacock 
P. O. Box 724 1 

Tallahassee, FL 323 14-724 1 

- -
SQU�RNIQ 

-...,: M 

DREAMIN 
- The Golden State -

FOR J NFOR"A T ION ,  �RI TE : CAL IFORN I A  DREAM I N '  

c/o P . P . O . C ,  

P . O .  BOX 909 1 

ANAHE I" ;  CA 928 1 2  

ON SALE NOW 

CONNECTION 
AN EXCJ'J7NG NEW MAGAZINE 

FOR TVs, TSs & THOSE WHO wovw LIKE TO 
JJfEET TBEM 

For sample issue a: subscription imo please write to: 
DM INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Boz 99770 SEATI'LE, WA 98199 USA 
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