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J=T'om "If you lake my pictuT'e, I'll bT'eak youT' cameT'a·, yelled in feaT' 

on my fiT'>t vi>it lo l=anta>ia l=aiT' in '80, to lhi> commemoT'alive 

bouquet to you, we've wandeT'ed many mile> togelheT'. '\x/hal an honoT' 

to have been paT't of lhi> mo>t T'emaT'kable CT'adle foT' rncial expeT'imenl! 

A> a newcomeT' to lhe l=aiT', I leaT'ned that CT'o»dT'e»ing i> moT'e than 

a paT'ty: il' > all about the diffeT'ence between rnx and gendeT'; an e»ay 

punctuated by holding, hugging, teaT'>, laughteT', and dancing. OveT' 

the yeaT'>, eveT'y time I think I undeT'>land what'> going on, I'm >UT'pT'irnd 

by rnme f,.,e,h vaT'ialion, am giggled out of complacency, and lh,.,illed lo 

T'e-f,.,ame my view. I look foT'waT'd to the eupho,.,ia that keep> aT'i>ing 

f,.,o m lhe b,.,ea king down of baT'T'ieT'>. 

T ogelhe,.,, we've gT'own in OUT' vi>ion of the mi»ion and potential of 

l.Pan>gendeT'ed people. You have allowed me to be a cala ly>t lo the 

emeT'gence of youT' hidden s-elf, and lo help give that s-elf peT'manence. 

'\x/ilh youT' incT'ea>ing acceptance of youT' complete s-elf ha> come pT'ide 1n 

who you aT'e now, the couT'age to T'eclaim youT' >acT'ed tT'adilions-, and the 

beginning of a vis-ion of youT'rnlve..- as- leadeT'S", teache,.,s-, and healeT'S". 

Thank you fa,., leHing me be a paT't of youT' lives-, fa,., helping me lo 

me who I need to be, and fa,., allowing me lo s-haT'e this- eveT'-evo lving 

adventuT'e. And now, let's- get on with lhe paT'ty! 

+=a i 
p,..,ov1ncetown 

In love and gT'alilude, 

MaT'ieHe 
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A Trans-gender Retros-pective 

Honoring -l=antas-ia -l=air 

It wcg· 16 year>> ago and a n oft-r>ecounted cha nce meeting in N ew 

Q r>leans- t hat br>ought M ar>iette t o our> community, if you could wll it 

t hat back the n. W er> initia l fas-cina tion with us- invited her> t o t a ke a 

c lornr> loo k, and whe n ..-he did, s-he rnw rnmething guite diFfer>e nt fr>om 

wha t had pr>eviou s-ly bee n s-hown. In her> innate humanity, s-he 

r>ecog niw d the impor>tant wor>k tha t neede d t o be d one. 

So s-he m t a bout cha ngi ng the wa y cr>o»dr>es-rnr>> wer>e men. S he 

photogr>a phed us- t he wa y we r>ea lly a r>e. S he took us- out o f t he 

s-lemy nightc lub, the combat zone, the hooker> '> outfi ts-. S he put us- in 

. t he lig ht of day, in pr>ernnt able c lothes-, and, mos-!: impor>tantly, wit h 

o ur> loved ones-. In the beg inning , s-he didn ' t even know if s-he would be 

a ble to photogr>aph fa milies-. B ut s-he wor>ked har>d to gain our> 

confide nce. As- we rnw her> por>haih of us- which depicted 

cr>o»dr>e»ing in a newly pos-itive and palatable light, we learned t o 

hus-t her> good in s-tinch . W/ e we lcomed her> into our> hear>h, wher>e 

s-he put her> tools- to good urn in he lping us- t o co ns-huct a po..-itive rn lf 

image a nd rn lf-confide nce. Toda y, we take wor>k like her>> for> 

gr>a nted , a nd for> that we have her> to t ha nk. 



In honol' oF the twentieth ann1vel'rnl'y oF -!=anlas-ia -!=ail', 

Ma,.,iette ha s- as-rnmbled a pl'ernnlalion giving s-pecial emphas-is- lo this

rnmina l event. The -!=ail' was- a majol' cata lys-t Fol' Ma,.,ieHe. 

A lt:.houg l1 s-he knew Cl'os->dl'es->el'> beFol'e attending The -!=a il', it was

he,., expel'ience al: The -!=ail' that: galvani-zed and gave l1 el' pul'pos-e. 

!=or many oF us-, T he !=ail' was- !:he bi,.,thplace oF rnlf-es-leem, a 

s-chool in the bes-t s-enrn. It: lw s- bee n a s-pecially vib,.,anl playg,.,ound f o,., 

body, mind, and rnul. 1-l el'e we lea,.,ned fr.om oul' eldel'>, aclluil'ed 

expel'ie nce, debated among oul's-elves-, and developed wis-dom. 

Mariette'> deep concel'n Fol' oul' s-ens-ibilities- ha s- always- pl'eve nted 

he,., fr.om s-howing photos- which might compl'omirn oul' rn lf-i mage, 

des-pile the attention it could have b,.,oughl:. he,., . Now that we' l'e 

beginning to e njoy a meas-ul'e of s-e lf-es-leem and co nFidence, s-he ca n 

begin to explol'e with us- a b,.,oade,., l'ange of e motiona l imagel'y. Qu,., 

public Face as- l'es-pons-ible, family-ol'iented people of dignity and 

rnbs-tance is- es-tab lis-hed. Let: us- l'eFled on our pl'ogl'es->, and take 

p,.,ide in OUl' accomplis-hmenl:.. '\:x'i'il:.ne» !:he gl'ow!:.h oF oul' s-pi,.,il:.ual 

rneking, whe,.,e befo,.,e rn lF-es-leem was- goal enough . '\:x'i'itne» oul' 

incl'eas-ing political awal'enes->, whe,.,e beFol'e we da,.,e d not att,.,act 

attention lo oul's-elves-. '\:x'i'itnes-> oul' loos-ening up of cal:.egol'ies-, whe,.,e 

beFol'e we found all diffe,.,ences- gl'eat. '\:x'i'il:.nes-> oul' humol', whe,.,e 

beFol'e we wel'e laughter' > tal'gel. Remembe,., the pain and s-hame of 

oul' pas-l, whe,.,e today we walk together in s-hength and p,.,ide. 

Thank you, Mariette, Fol' yo ul' gift of the ins-igh!:. gained fr.om 

c lorn exa mination of an ins-lanl in time. Thank you fo,., s-howing us

pal'h of OUl'rn lves- !:hat we might othe,.,wis-e have ove,.,looked. Thank 

you, mos-l of a ll, fo,., giving out oF love. 
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Celebi'ating two decades- of a 

chei'is-hed des-tination, s-afe hai'boi', and 

point of embai'ka-tion. 

~A Che-rished Destination: An offe-ring 

of enjoyment, ente-rtainment, siste-rhood, and 

f,.,iendship, that in ciuality and ciuantity is 

available nowhe-re else. 

~ A Safe Ha-rbo-r : An oppo-rtunity to 

explo-re pe-rsonal issues about ou-r own identity 

without fea-r of judgment o-r -rejection . 

~A Point of ~mba-rkation: A place to 

begin the -rest of ou-r lives. 




