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Transsexual Divides All-women College 
by Emma Wilkins 
The sole remaining all-female college at Cam

bridge University [U.K.] has broken 126 years of 
tradition by admitting to its fellowship a woman 
who started life as a man. The decision to admit Dr. 
Rachel Padman, 43, as a Fellow of Newnham Col
lege has caused discord among senior academics, 
including Germaine Greer, the leading feminist 
who is a member of the college's governing body. 

Dr. Padman, a physicist specializing in star for
mation, underwent a sex-change operation to be
come a woman in 1982, and legally she remains a 
man [in the U.K.] According to the statutes of the 
college, which was founded in 1871, all fellows must 
be women. Although Dr. Padman advised Dr. 
Onora O'Neill, Nevvnham's Principal, of her past 
before taking up her fellowship last October, the 
news is only how beginning to circulate in the col
lege. The issue has caused disharmony and brought 
distress to Dr. Padman, who is a committed and 
well liked teacher. 

Dr. Greer, who admires Dr. Padman's work, is 
horrified that she has been admitted as a fellow be
cause of the apparent breach of college statutes. 
'vVe have driven a coach and horses through our 
statutes and I can't believe we did it. It's disgraceful 
that Dr. Padman has been placed in this situation. It 
makes me very angry," she said. Although Dr. 
Greer regards sex-change operations as mutilations, 
her opposition is based on principles not personal
ity, she said. "I like Dr. Padrnan. '\'le all know she is 
a distinguished physicist, but what is the point of 
having clear statutes if we just ignore them? \A/ e 
should have answered these questions before her 
appointment. vVe have to be true to the spirit of the 
original bequest to the college as a women's college 
for women." Dr. Greer said her position was sup
ported by a number of senior colleagues. "Our posi
tion is not that Dr. Padrnan should resign but that 
she should never have been placed in this situation 
in the first place. The dignity of the college is 
marred by this unfortunate event." She added that 
many members of the governing body, which in
cludes all fellows, were unaware of Dr. Padman's 
past. "Dr. Padman's past was kept secret from us. 
'l-l e were told by people outside the college making 
fun of Newnham and, frankly, we feel we have been 

made monkeys of." Dr. Greer, whose first instinct 
was to resign, is novv considering calling an emer
gency meeting of the governing body. Dr. O'Neill, 
who became Principal in 1992, declined to discuss 
the legality of Dr. Padman's appointment. 

Dr. Padman's status was known to senior staff 
who wholeheartedly support her, Dr. O'Neill said. 
"Dr. Padman's change of state is ancient history. 
Furthermore it is not secret, covert or unknown 
among colleagues." 

Dr. Padman, said she would consider resigning if 
colleagues were unhappy with her position at the 
college. "If I thought there were any significant 
number of women in the college who were, despite 
what I perceived, unhappy about me being there be
cause of my past, then I would resign. Obviously, I 
don't \vant to go because it would be losin·g some
thing I love. His an exhilarating feeling being sur
rounded by clever and intelligent women," she said. 
Dr. Padman was initially reluctant to join Newnham 
because of her operation and rejected the first letter 
of approach from Dr. O'Neill. "I wrote back to her 
saying that there was this in my past and that I 
wouldn't want to bring the ·college's name into disre
pute. I said I didn't think me joining was a good 
idea." Dr. O'Neill replied saying she was aware of 
Dr. Padman's sex change and again invited her to 
join the college. Last October Dr. Padman, who 
studied at St John's College for a Ph.D. in 1977, 
took part in a ceremony at the Principal's Lodge ad
mitting her to the Fellowship. She swore an oath 
promising to uphold Newnham's best interests. 

Dr. Greer said that one way to resolve the situa
tion could be for Newnham to vote to admit men as 
fellows. The last time the issue was debated in 1990, 
it was rejected by a small majority. 

If there were to be a vote, however, Dr. Padman 
said she would oppose the admission of men. 
"Newnham is the only college I would like to be as
sociated with because of its special status. I like 
women and I like the idea of an all-women environ
ment. "If there is another vote I would want to keep 
Newnham single sex. I think the admission of men 
would lead to a diminution of opportunities for 
women in Cambridge and I want to keep the 
college's special status." .5\ 
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© Chapter & Affiliate Information $JJ 

Chapters 

Delaware 

Wilmington, Delaware: meets 
second Saturday of each month. Write 
for info to: PO Box 5656, .. Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: SadeCD@aol.com 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all 
year 'round. Call 610-975-9119 for in
formation. 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: Re
naissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 3624, 
Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings on the 
second Saturday of the month in the 
Allentown area. Call for directions and 
more information, 610-821-2955. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: 
1Nrite Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-lLSV (780-1578) or send email to: 
dsv@ezonline.com>. 

Afflliates 

California 

Orange County: Powder Puffs of 
California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or email to <ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 

BridgePort!New Haven: 
connecticuTView, do Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The American Educational 
Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email to 
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa
tion resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora
tions (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, 
GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 

Chicago: The Chicago Gender So
ciety, PO Box 578005, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-863-7714. 

Louisiana 

New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 
Alliance, PO Box 56836, New Orleans, 
LA 70156-6836, 504-833-3046. 

New Jersey 

N. CentraIJersey: Monmouth/ 
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write 
PO Box 8243, Red Bank, NJ 07701. 
Call 908-219-9094. Email: 
vikkimmotg@aol.com 

Titusville: Meetings are 1st Satur
day of the month at the Unitarian Uni
versalist Church of'Nashington Cross
ing. Call Terri Risley at 609-933-2233. 

New York 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson 
St., Box45, NevvYork, NY 10014, or 
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 1311, 'Wa
ter Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 516-
283-1333. email to joed2viola@aol.com 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver
sity, part of tl1e Central Oklahoma 
Transgender Alliance (COTA). Con
tact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O. Box 575, 
Norman, OK 73070. 

Electronic .. Subscriptions 
You can get Ren News&Views by 

email every month delivered automati
cally right to your email box for only $10 
a year. That's half off the regular paper 
subscription rate. Send your $10 plus 
your email address to the Ren national 
office. 
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© 1997, Renaissance Education Asso
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, \iVayne, Pa. 19087. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 
W"WlV - http://www.ren.org 
On AOL keyword: Renaissance 

$2.50 per issue, $24 per year (12 is
sues). Previous year back issues are 
available for $2 per copy plus $0.52 
postage and handling. Send check or 
M.O. to the above address, attention: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Gardner 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design 
Creative Design Services 

Business Manager 
Jessica Brandon 

Distribution 
Emily Sheldon 

Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the 
editor are always welcome. Ideas for ar
ticles and opinion pieces should he sent to 
our editorial office care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Or nse email to <angela@ren.org>. Com
plimentary and irate letters to the editor 
may he sent to the same address. 

Renaissance is a 50l[c][3] non-profit orga
nization providing education and support 
to the transgender co=unity and the 
general public. If you would like to make a 
tax-deductible donation, make your check 
or M.O., payable to Renaissance and send 
it to our National office. Your contribu
tions will help us continue our efforts to 
provide education about transgender is
sues. Donations can also he made through 
your local United Way agency. 

Local Calendar 
August 

2 Ren. LSV 
2 NJ Support - J oAnn Roberts, 

guest speaker 
9 MOTG 
9 Ren. Lehigh Valley 
9 Ren. Delaware 

16 Ren. GPC 



I can't believe another month has 
slid by. In fact, two months have slid 
by, since we didn't produce a July is
sue. I have been one busy little editor 
and I haven't had much time to keep 
track of the my usual showbiz drag 
facts, rumors and gossip. In fact, I left 
the country for awhile and didn't even 
have television! Oh, the horror. 

Not having the boob tube was area
sonable sacrifice when you consider 
that I spent a week in the fabulous 
Caribbean. Well, "I" didn't go, but that 
guy who shares my body went. At least 
he brought it back ViTith a tan. I could 
have done ViTithout the mosquito bites, 
though. And he did bring me a lovely 
batik print dress that he found on the 
clearance rack at a quaint little shop in 
St. J alms, Antigua. 

OK, that's enough of the girl-self/ 
boy-self stuff. It was me, alright? I had 
just finished ViTith helping out at the 
2nd International Congress on Sex 
& Gender Issues hosted by Renais
sance in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, 
and I had been en femme for four 
days. I was the Princess of Prussia. 
(JoAnn is the Queen.) After one day of 
packing it vvas time to hit the islands 
for a battery recharge. 

I gotta tell ya, I was the whitest per
son on the entire beach, and to add to 
my mysterious presence, I had a good 
crop of beard shadow-all over my 
body. I electric razored everyday be
fore my morning svvim but until I dark
ened up a shade or two it was pretty 
scary. Just ask the groundskeeper of 
our hotel. He couldn't take his eyes off 
that e:-..'Panse of pale white with black 

Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 11, No. 8 

dots. vVhy can't body hair go prema
turely grey, all at once? 

Anyhow, after a week in the islands 
I was recharged, tanned and ready to 
rock. The day after I returned I was in 
that little batik print number doing a 
talk to a graduate sexology class at 
Chestnut Hill College on the wonders 
of crossdressing. It's so nice when you 
can be your own show and tell. 

Ten Candles On Our Birthday 
Cake 

After that it was one thing after an
other. vVe had_a great turnout at the 
10th Anniversary party on the 21st of 
June, around 200 folks showed up to 
have dinner, jam ViTith some live music 
from Terri Arnaldi, The Drag Queen 
of The Blues, featuring Helen Davis 
on bass, and hear some performance 
art from Kate Bornstein. Kate was 
worried that she might have off ended 
some of the more delicate attendees 
\vi.th some graphic material from her 
book, Gender Outlaw. Well don't 
worry Kate, I'm sure you did, but I 
liked it. Besides, that's what perfor
mance art is all about. Get the audi
ence to feel something. Now if I could 
only get someone to feel my leg. But, I 
digress. Too many rum punches in the 
islands I guess. 

So here we are, Renaissance is ten 
years old and we want it to go on for 
many more decades helping people be 
their own transgendered selves with
out guilt or shame. Sometime in the 
past ten years of assisting people the 
Board of Directors forgot to put to
gether a ten year plan and so we've just 
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been chugging along. Now, the engine 
is all set to run out of steam. The 
Board, in an effort to keep the best 
newsletter in the community available 
to the most folks by keeping the yearly 
subscription price down, neglected to 
raise the rates high enough to pay for 
the increased costs of doing business in 
the 90's. After a big Board meeting this 
month it was decided to continue to 
run Renaissance National and keep 
producing a newsletter. If you haven't 
already gotten all the details on the 
bailout plan you ViTill soon. If you want 
to know more call the office and talk to 
me. If you can afford any additional 
donation to help keep National run
ning please send it to the office. Help 
Renaissance to keep on helping. 

Boy, can she get serious or what? I 
think she started to tear up on that 
one. Back to the world of TC fun. 

Turn To The Left 

You better work, as one well known 
drag queen is wont to sing, and indeed 
I did. I was lucky enough to be picked 
by the ladies who run Lola, Inc. to be 
one of their models for tl1eir Fall cata
log and updated website. I attended 
the open call for models held a couple 
of months ago in New Hope and used 
all the little rµodeling tips I've picked 
up from the World vVide Web, and W 
magazine, to wow 'em. Remember, if 
you're going out for a modeling job, 
,:vear a short skirt. Models always do 
that. Anyhow, it worked for me, along 
ViTith the fact that I had acting experi
ence and could do what I was told 
vvithout having to be told too many 
times. We did the shoot (I love that 
kinda talk) in July (on tl1e first day of 
the great heat wave of July) and I think 
the finished product is gonna be good. 
The Lola ladies are fun to work ''Tith 
and the photographer gave great direc
tion. Of course, on the downside, I had 
to diet for a week to prepare. I used 
the model's diet-Marlboros and diet 
Coke. It was tough cause no matter 
how you season a cigarette, it just 
doesn't taste good when you eat it. 
\Vashing it dovm \vith the diet Coke 
helped but I hate that artificial sweet-

continued next page 



News Beat ... 
ener aftertaste. Yuck. It keeps the 
weight off though, I'll say that for it. I 
was actually able to wear a slinky white 
Spandex number that I would have 
never fit into a few short weeks ago. Of 
course there was a woman named 
Roberts there who kept yelling, "Suck 
it in!" Seriously, the things you have to 
do for a modeling job! Unlike many of 
your super models I had added wor
ries. Our call time (that's when you 
have to be there for the shoot. Oh boy, 
more fashion talk) was 8 a.m. and that 
meant I had to get up at five to do 
something that Naomi Campbell never 
has to do-shave my whole body. The 
girl who came down from New York 
City, Miss Minerva, had to get up at 
four in the morning since she came in 
by train. She still looked fabulous. 
She's a waitress, and not in a donut 
shop, either. She works at a place 
which she tells me was the first drag 
eatery in Manhattan. It was there be
fore Lucky Cheng's. Running on 
three hours sleep and too much coffee 
have made me forget the name, but if 
you really wanna know drop me a line 
and I'll call her and find out just for 
you. The third girl was Miss Brittany 
and together we made a tasty trio, or 
something alliterative. 

Girlfriend, we worked from eight to 
eight. If you think it's tough maintain
ing your glamourous image when you 
go out for the evening, try being in top 
form for twelve hours. I loved every 
minute of it. Even those short naps I 
took while standing up. (The girls al
ways caught me when I started to tip.) 
How did we do it? Caffeine! vVe also 
had hair and makeup help from Miss 
Tips. That's Lynda Krupa from 
CDTips. (A News & Views advertiser.) 
vVhenever we got shiny the photogra
pher would yell, "makeup!" and Lynda 
would hit us in the face with a giant 
powder puff. Oh, no ... that was just an 
hallucination due to sleep deprivation. 
She just used little brushes and puffs. 
Basically, I loved every minute of it. 
But, like I said I've been so busy that 
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all this column's been about is me me 
me. As th~r sn.y in Antigua, "No p;ob-' 
lem, mon. 

A Saucer Full of Dish 

I did hear a couple of things in be
tween the meetings, the modeling and 
the bingeing and purging. (It's a joke!) 
It seems that Hollywood is a-twitter 
·with rumors that famed director 
Michael Chimino has "gone trans
sexual." Just because the guy's gotten 
his hair done blonde and might be us
ing a little eyeliner doesn't mean he's a 
TS. He's probably just a crossdresser. 
Whatever the case, keep up the good 
work Michael, and by the way, the 
management has asked me to let you 
know it's time to renew your News & 
Views subscription. Chiao, bubala. 

Scary Woman, Walk On By ... 

I had to use that title, it was just too 
good. Esquire magazine asks ''"Who is 
the Scariest 'Woman Alive?" in its an
nual "Women \Ve Love" issue, which 
just dropped into newsstands every
where. Sixty-two percent of its readers 
said Roseanne is the scariest woman 
followed by Kathie Lee Gifford and 
President Clinton's accuser Paula 
Jones. vVell ya know, Roseanne is the 
Wicked Witch of the West. Ah, my 
pretties! And have you looked closely 
at Kathy Lee? That girls wearing more 
makeup than me, and that's doing 
some. Paula Jones? Ohhh yeah, that's 
scary kids. What's up with that 'do? 
Like ya know? 

Which women did Esquire read
ers adore? Cover girl Julianna 
Margulies, publishing doyenne 
Katharine Graham, TV and stage 
star Christine Baranski, singer 
Fiona Apple, Xena herself Lucy 
Lawless, and actress Anne Heche. 
The rest are all first class examples 
of the type of woman that we 
members of the transgendered 
community should seek to emu
late. Perhaps someday Esquire will 
do an issue of "TG Vl omen vVe 
Love." Of course that means that 
they' cl have to do the scariest TG 
woman. Don't go there girls! 
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Scary Woman, Scary Man 

The scariest man in the USA, at the 
moment, is serial, spree, psyhco killer 
Andrew Cunanan. He started out kill
ing close friends and then moved on to 
anybody who happened to be around 
when Andrew needed some cash or a 
car. It seems that his most famous vic
tim, fashion designer Gianni Versace, 
was at least an acquaintance of 
Cunanan's. They met several years ago 
in San Francisco and it's come out that 
recently Cunanan was spotted at a 
party in Versace's mansion. He's ap
parently been hiding in plain sight in 
Miami's high fashion, jet set, gay 
mecca-South Beach. All news reports 
concerning Cunanan have made much 
of the fact that he is a gay gigolo. He's 
single handedly set back the cause of 
gay rights by at least twenty or thirty 
years. He's given the whole Bible 
thumping population of the entire 
country a great opportunity to ignore 
all the good, wholesome homosexuals 
and concentrate on how av;rful them 
there homo killers are. Don't get too 
comfortable in your transgendered ar
mor. The latest word is that police 
found the cheap hotel where Cunanan 
was hiding out and among the items he 
left behind when he took it on the lam 
was a hair trimming device of some 
kind. Police now theorize that 
Cunanan may have shaved his body 
hair and disguised himself as a woman. 
In South Beach it wouldn't be out of 
place to spot another drag queen, ei
ther. So, if the police theory is true, 
soon the southern Baptists will be able 
to point their fingers at that awful 
dress-wearing homo-killer. I hope they 
catch him soon. If he has done the 
femme disguise they should stake out 
cosmetic stores, clearance racks and 
the shaving cream counters of all the 
local drug stores. 

Contest! Big Prize! 

That got your attention. Back in the 
June issue we included a sexual fantasy 
survey for a woman doing her doctoral 
thesis. All the members vvho got the 
News got the survey and the doctoral 
candidate only got 4 of them back. 

continued next page 



News Beat ... 
Realizing the the quickest way to get 
a response was to offer money, Nina 
Barnes (the candidate in question) is 
offering a contest that could net you 
a big prize. The rules are simple: fill 
out the sexual fantasy survey put it in 
an envelope, include a card with 
your name and address (your name 
and address should not be on the 
survey) and mail the whole shebang 
to-Nina M. Barnes, 524 West 10th 
Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. If 
for some reason you have lost your 
copy of the survey write to her this 
minute and she will send you one. 
Your completed survey must be in 
her hands by September first. Then 
on September 31st she will put all 
the address cards in a chic designer 
hat and pull a winner. The winner 
gets $50. That's an easy fifty bucks 
for detailing your sexual fantasies. So 
get busy girls. Win that fifty bucks, 
and think about donating it to your 
favorite charity, Renaissance. 

Thanks to everyone who has 
stepped forward with a donation so 
far. All of us at the National level ap
preciate the added assistance. If you 
can't contribute any extra cash try to 
tell other transgendered people who 
don't get News & Views about how 
good it is and try to get them to join. 
They can sign up for the rest of the 
year for just $10. 

See ya next month. 
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Hate Crimes Developments in D.C .. 
Reported by Dana Priesing 
There is a great deal of momentum 

around the hate crimes issue just now. 
First, the informal coalition of major 
civil rights organi7_.ations here in Wash
ington continues its efforts to assemble a 
bill that would broaden the Department 
of Justice's (DOJ) hate crimes investiga
tmy and prosecutorial jurisdiction to in
clude actual or perceived (i) disability, 
(ii) sexual orientation & (iii) gender. 
Gender activists briefed coalition mem
bers, DOJ and certain critical actors on 
the Hill on the idea of ensuring through 
legislative history that gender is con
strued broadly enough to cover gender 
difference. If this effort comes to frui
tion, DOJ would be able to act when, 
for example, state or authorities refuse 
to investigate a rape of a Brandon Teena 
because Brandon purportedly "lies" 
about his gender and is therefore 
deemed untrushvorthy. If this bill is in
troduced, you will be informed with the 
hope that you \Vill contact your Congres
sional representatives and express your 
views concerning the bill's merits. 

Second, the 'Nhite House is planning 
a hate crimes conference in November, 
and the hate crimes coalition \vill have a 
role in structuring the event. The plan is 
to push for the conference to cover in 
some way the topic of hate crimes 
against those whose identities, physical 
characteristics or manner of expression 
transgress gender-based stereotypes. If 
you or someone you know has been vic
timized by such a hate crime, please 
contact me if the victim would be willing 
to consider coming forward. I can help 

prepare the victim's statement with him 
or her (ors/him, whatever .... ). 

I should say something about what a 
hate crime is. There is a difference be
tween an assault or a murder, and an as
sault or murder that constitutes a hate 
crime. In a hate crime, in addition to the 
violence itself, there is evidence that the 
perpetrator has an animus against a 
group, and "selected the victim as a rep
resentative of that group." 

The argument often is made in policy 
circles here that gender different folk do 
not need specific protection as such, be
cause they will be covered by sexual ori
entation-based laws. (We've all heard 
this in the ENDA context, right?) In or
der to counter that argument in this 
context, vve must demonstrate that gen
der-different folk are being specifically 
targeted as such. Brandon Teena's mur
der makes a fairly good example. It is 
difficult to argue that anti-lesbian bias 
was involved in his murder, for he lived 
and presented as a man. Arguably he 
was killed because he violated the gen
der-based stereotype that a male sense 
of self and masculine e:-..'Pression exist 
only in individuals assigned to the male 
sex at birth (a stereotype we all know to 
be nonsense). 

Hopefulli you get the idea of what 
I'm looking for. If fortune smiles, we 
will profit from both the hate crimes bill 
and the hate crimes conference by hav
ing a greater number of Americans see 
us as human beings with civil rights 
problems much like those of other 
marginalized groups. A 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 •Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 
215-788-2857 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 308 Mill Street 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 1 IAM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Criticism of IFGE Convention Was Unfair 
By Linda Buten, Chair of the 

board of the International Founda
tion for Gender Education (IFGE) 

[Ed. Note: Last month we printed 
an article by Richelle G., from the 
Born Free (Riverside, Calif) newsletter 
that was highly critical of the IFGE's 
role in the Cal Unity convention in 
Long Beach, Calif. Here is a verbatim 
response to the author from IFGE's 
Linda Buten.J 

Dear Richelle, 
I am responding to your editorial in 

the Born Free newsletter that was re
printed in Renaissance News & Views. 
Let me enlighten you on a few items: 

California Unity - Keep one im
portant thing in mind, the California 
contingent and IFGE were 50/50 part
ners on this project. It is no one 
partner's job to pat the other on the 
back. As at all conventions, things will 
go vvrong. Volunteers negate assumed 
responsibilities, people are no-shows, 
and Murphy's Law will hold true to 
form. Considering the circumstances, 
difference in venues, personality con
flicts, etc., etc., I felt those who 
grunted the responsibility, Alison La
ing and Joan Goodnight, did an admi
rable job. I have attended over 50 gen
der conventions in the past 15 years, 
participated in approximately 20, and 
completely organized a BE ALL two 
years ago in Cincinnati. While we all 
can see room for improvement, it cer
tainly did not deserve the bull whip
ping you passed out. 

FtM track - You stated that "For 
the first time at a convention of this 
sort there was a ... track for the Female 
to Male TSs." In all due respect, this is 
the eighth time it has been repeated at 
an IFGE Convention. A similar pro
gram has been around for 5 years at 
Southern Comfort, and smaller ver
sions have been at previous "Be All" 
weekends and "First Events." IFGE 
was not only the pioneer of such pro
grams, money from IFGE helped fund 
the first FtM International Confer
ence. (BTW- Seed money and leader
ship from IFGE also helped material-

ize the first "SPICE Convention", the 
"American Boyz Convention, the In
ternational Conference on Sex & Gen
der, ICTLEP, and the New'Nomen's 
Conference.) 

Board Members - You said 
IFGE Board members seemed non
existent. This is somewhat true, but 
what you don't realize is, the conven
tion partners agreed that no one per
son be singled out. IFGE directors nor 
anyone else were permitted to wear 
identification ribbons as in past con
ventions. I personally attended every 
luncheon, dinner, cocktail party and 
function that time would allow. I even 
went bar hopping and dancing every 
night with new groups of people. I 
spoke with as many individuals as lm
manly possible. I always saw many of 
the other board members present. If 
you don't know them, how do you 
know they were there or not? 

Recognition - You stated that, 
"the IFGE leadership and Board 
Members did not recognize the efforts 
of the local volunteers." Again it was 
decided by the partners that there 
would be no special awards for those 
who worked on the convention. Born 
Free members are part of the Califor
nia Team, not exactly a group of out
siders. I don't know anyone who at
tended that convention that did not 
realize that the local groups played a 
large part in making it a success. It was 
in all the printed literature and an
nounced several times at the podium. 
(BTW' - IFGE did present a special 
award for Joan Goodnight, but I guess 
you missed it.) 

Thursday night - Thursday night 
was a fund raiser for IFGE. I remem
ber no promise or even a suggestion of 
dinner, only entertainment. Jim 
Bridges and members of the Gay 
Community freely donated their time 
to help us raise money, that in return 
goes back to the Community. 

I have no idea why you think this 
was so offensive. The Gender Commu
nity is striving to be inclusive of every
one with gender issues - including 
many Drag Queens. Your statements 
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about them are leaning towards just 
being divisive, something we need a lot 
less of in our community. You may see 
Jim Bridges only as a money sucking 
entrepreneur who lives off the com
munity, but if you would get to know 
the real person, you could have never 
made this statement. 

Background- IFGE was estab
lished 13 years ago by individuals like 
you, from existing groups like yours. It 
was never designed to be an umbrella 
organization, and does not claim to be. 
(I hear this term used repeatedly by 
people who do not understand the 
IFGE concepts.) The purpose was to 
bring together community leaders and 
try to accomplish things no small group 
could do by itself. The IFGE "Coming 
Together Convention," is everyone's· 
and anyone's forum. It was a tool 
where a local group or groups can en
tertain a national convention in their 
home town. The local group is ex
pected to do most of the work on the 
local level. The conventions serves as a 
platform where leaders come together 
for many different reasons. The awards 
night is one of those reasons. 

Community Awards -The IFGE 
Awards night is not an evening where 
IFGE gives awards to IFGE volun
teers. Years ago, community leaders 
felt it would be grand to honor anyone 
who worked for the common good of 
the Gender Community. A separate 
group of individuals called the Selec
tions and Awards Committee was 
formed for this purpose, and it is they 
who determine who is nominated and 
receives awards. A member of our 
board, "\/Vinnie Brant in this case, helps 
organize and maintain this committee, 
but the Committee speaks for itself. 
The cost of the awards is provided 
though the IFGE general fund, but 
the awards do not bear our name, nor 
do the Board have a say on who re
ceives what. This year there \Vere 
eleven awards presented at the ban
quet, three of them went to current 
and past IFGE Board Members. Over 

continued on page 11 
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OHLH The Best With CDS ... 
We've got the new books uou want. .. ltt stock, now. 

Here's a sample attd there's more. Write or call for our free catalog sheets. 

"My personal 
guarantee to you 

is that you must be 
satisfied with your 

purchase from CDS 
or we will gladly 
refund your money 
or make a replace
ment - your choice -
anytime." 

JoAnn Roberts 
Publisher 

& CyberQueen 

NEW! Drag Queens of New ~ 
York: Illustrated Field Guide 

Learn all about the New York drag 
scene and its nicher in NYC nitelife 

178 pgs, softcover, $14.00 

New! Video: All Dressed Up ~·· 
& Nowhere To Go 

Documentary on 4 heterosexual CDs. 
Excellent material! Non-judgemental 

70 min., $40.00 

~·- ..._ NEW! His Majesty The Queen 
Autobiography of superstar female 
impersonator Frank Marino 
272 pgs, hardback, $23.00 

..._ 2 NEW Videos! An Evening 
with Dr. Stanley Biber 
An informal discussion on Mtf & 
FtM gender reassignment surgery. 
MtF, 81 min., $30 
FtM, 40 min., $20 

Your hlformatiott Resource For The Next Millennium! 
CDS• PO Box 61263 •King of Prussia, PA• 19406 

Voice: 610-640-9449 •Fax: 610-648-0257 •Email: info@cdspub.com 
Visit our store on the WorldWideWeb at www.cdspub.com 

We've got what you want! 
No matter how you measure it, Transgender 
Forum is the world's largest resource for 
transgender information on the web & now 

on the new TGForum CD-ROM. 

For just $25 you can have access to a web-based weekly 
news magazine for a year, or 700 articles and over a thousand 
photos on CD-ROM. Hey, it's cheap enough to get both for 
$50. So check it out today at <www.tgforum.com>. 

Order your TGForum CD-ROM on line or send a check /money order to 

3-D Communications, Inc., PO Box 80588, Valley Forge, PA 19484 

Transgender Forum ... All the news you want ... 
All the information you need. 
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'./.,Te skipped a month with the news
letter this summer and a lot of surpris
ing nevvs has come to light in the in
terim. Let's catch up ... 

'l-le learned that certain members of 
the military have sex outside the bonds 
of holy matrimony. Imagine that! Sol
diers, sailors and flyboys (and girls) 
cutting off a slice of strange tail. A 
shocking development that has left me 
completely disillusioned about our 
armed forces. 

Congress is holding hearings on an
other new scandal. Apparently, 
wealtl1y businessmen and corporations 
make contributions to political cam
paigns with the aim of convincing 
elected officials to vote their way on is
sues that concern them. Big money 
buys influence in politics? vVhen did 
all this start, I wonder? 

Cigarettes are addictive and the to
bacco companies were trying to hush it 
up. It turns out that some secret ingre
dient called "nicotine" is the culprit. 
Now that the cat is out of the bag, 
people who never knew that smoking 
five packs a day was bad for them can 
get some legal and financial recourse. 

The Pathfinder space mission to 
Mars has helped us learn that the red 
planet is uninhabited. However, the fact 
that the rocks have cute names like 
"Casper" and "Barnacle Bill" leads me 
and others to believe that some civiliza
tion must have once existed there. 

And now like an alien probe into 
the soft tissues of the transgender 
community, we vvil.l begin our search 
for intelligent life in newsletter-land ... 

A ROUSE DIVIDED? 
A few columns ago, I wrote about 

the brouhaha over by-laws in the Chi-

Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 11, No. 8 

cago Chi Chapter ofTri-Ess. Appar
ently, the controversy lingers on. The 
March issue of the Chi Tribune news
letter carried three interesting articles 
that reflected the sniping going on 
over those dreaded by-laws. 

In a column titled ''Who is Miranda 
Stevens?" Miranda tells a little about 
her work as an officer of the Chi Chap
ter and identifies herself as a human 
rights activist. She writes that she "has 
a very difficult time ... knowing that our 
own membership policy is discrimina
tory." Chi Chapter, as a Tri-Ess soror
ity limits full membership to hetero
sexual crossdressers only. Miranda 
continues, "I strongly believe member
ship should be open to all. For that 
reason, I voted against the adoption of 
the Chi Chapter by-laws." 

Gloria Wright authored a column 
she titled Disease!, in which she \Varos 
the members of Chi Chapter against 
the tendency of some transgender sup
port group leaders to become auto
crats. She says that the old Gateway 
Gender Alliance support group came 
undone because of the tyranny of their 
leadership, who saw the group as their 
own club and everyone else be 
damned. I may be reading too much be
tween the lines of Gloria's article but it 
seems she may be taking a sideways 
swipe at the current Chi Chapter lead
ership who adopted the by-laws without 
a general vote from the membership. 

Denise Peters, the Chi Chapter 
President, concludes her "President's 
Podium" column ·with a denial that dis
senting views are being kept out of 
their newsletter. Apparently, at least 
one member charged that Denise, as 
both Editor and President, has the 
power to omit from the newsletter any 
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opinion pieces that disagree with the 
officers' viewpoints. Denise claims this 
is untrue and only space restrictions 
force her to withhold some contrib
uted pieces from the Tribune. 

It should also be noted that Chi 
Chapter elections are coming up and 
all the current office holders are unop
posed. In my mention of the by-laws 
controversy from February, it was dis
covered that most rank and file mem
bers had no strong opinions about by
laws, pro or con. 

That is too often the "problem" with 
our support organizations in a nutshell. 
A few concerned individuals who try to 
manage the group in the way they think 
best, a few dissidents who disagree and 
stir the pot, and a vast majority who sim
ply don't care that much for the political 
aspect of the enterprise. 

AIRHEAD? MOI? 
One of my first Vis a Vis pieces way 

back when was a review of an article 
titled If You're Going to be a Female, 
Please Don't Be an Airhead, written by 
the wife of a crossdresser. The gist of 
the piece was that too many cross
dressers focus on the more shallow is
sues of femininity and come across 
more like airheaded bimbos than com
plete women. 

The original article was one of tl1e 
most popularly reprinted pieces in the 
history of newsletterland, appearing in 
almost every group's newsletter over 
the past couple of years. Now, there 
has been a response titled If You're 
Going to Be Female, Do the Best You 
Can written by a Lanette \V., and it 
too is appearing in many newsletters 
across the land. 

Lanette defends the crossdressers, 
who may indeed seem like bimbos at 
times, on several counts. Firstly, most 
crossdressers have not had the years of 
experience necessary to swim past the 
shallow end of the femininity pool. 
Even though most crossdressers in sup
port groups are thirtysometl1ing and up, 
their feminine alter egos may only be a 
few years--0r even just a few months
old. No wonder we may seem fi."ated on 
nail polish, shoes and hairstyles. We 
need to get through that stage before we 
move into more weighty issues. 



She points out that crossdressers do 
not intentionally try to mock real fe
males by focusing on surface appear
ances and lightweight topics. In fact, 
"we would give anything to share the 
full female experience," she says. The 
trouble is that we start -vvith the out
'Nard trappings of femininity and then 
have a hard time finding others with 
whom to share anything deeper. For a 
lot of married crossdressers, spousal 
support is strained, thus shutting out 
any sharing with the one real woman in 
their lives. Support groups should be a 
source of help but if the room is filled 
with crossdressers stuck in the same 
development stage, they could all be 
airheads together, and that is how the 
original complaint came to be filed in 
the first place. 

So Lanette lays out a fairly decent re
sponse to the criticism leveled at us. She 
concludes her article by saying, "I am 
still learning, and I am hoping that more 
understanding genetic females ·will help 
me find the answers. The answers ·will 
reside in being afforded the opportunity 
to share in the female experience with 
those who are understanding and \Nilling 
enough to allow us in." 

WELCOME TO THE 
RENAISSANCE-A-THON! 

In a letter sent to members of Re
naissance, J oAnn Roberts and Angela 
Gardner informed us that our organi
zation is having financial difficulties. In 
fact, the difficulties are so serious that 
they wrote, "If not for some of the in
come produced by the Congress on 
Sex & Gender, Renaissance National 
might have closed its doors by now." 

This news came as something of a 
shock to me and I'm usually clued in to 
stuff like this. I can imagine that it is 
perhaps a greater shock to the general 
membership and other individuals in 
the TC community. 

Renaissance has always been a 
strong and growth oriented organiza
tion. Aside from our core chapters in 
Philadelphia, Lower Susquehanna Val
ley, Delaware, and Lehigh Valley, we 
also have affiliate organizations scat
tered throughout the US. Financial 
shortfalls are not uncommon in grow
ing enterprises as costs climb faster 

Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 11, No. 8 

than revenues. That Renaissance now 
finds itself in dire straits only points up 
that no organization or its membership 
should ever become complacent in its 
support base. 

The activities of the Renaissance 
Chapters are distinct from the Renais
sance National organization but their 
success in membership helps fund the 
National organization through dues 
and newsletter subscriptions. If the 
Chapter memberships dvvindle, sup
port to National dwindles likewise. 
That is why it is vital to have dynamic 
leadership at our Chapter levels to re
tain and increase membership by hav
ing something to off er those who come 
through the doors each month. But it 
is also incumbent on the membership 
to support their local Chapters by par
ticipating or getting involved to im
prove things if they see deficiencies. 

The National Board is requesting a 
one time contribution of only $7 per 
member to see them through this crisis. 
That is a small price to pay for the ben
efit of having an organization like Re
naissance to call your home away from 
home. Perhaps out of this difficulty, we 
will see some renewed vigor out of our 
leadership and the general membership 
to insure our continued success. 

BREAST OBSESSED 
In my last column I lamented the 

passing of my favorite sitcom, 
"Married ... With Children." I may have 
found a weak substitute in the ·wB 
Network's show "Unhappily Ever Af
ter." The reason for my interest in this 
not terribly funny Sunday night entry 
is the young actress who plays the 
daughter on the show, Nikki Cox. 
Young Miss Cox is built so as to make 
the Kelly Bundy character from "Mar
ried" look positively undernourished. 

I don't know where the producers 
of this show found Nikki Cox, but I 
suspect she probably answered a cast
ing ad in Variety that read, 'vVanted: 
beautiful young actress with un
friggin' -believable hooters to play role 
of daughter on inane 'NB sitcom." Be
lieve me, Nikki Cox fills out the part 
very well indeed. 

Showing off a truly great set is not 
just a game for the young lovelies. 'Nit-
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ness the recent cover of the National 
Enquirer with a photo of fifty-some
thing Raquel Welch, still the "Great 
\iVhite Slope" of bosomania after all 
these years. In the photo, Raquel 
fills and spills out of the sheer lace 
cups of a lovely evening gown. She's 
currently playing the title role in 
Broadway's VictorNictoria, a woman 
impersonating a gay man imperson
ating a woman. If you can believe 
Raquel Welch playing a man ... then 
she is truly a great actress. 

And while we're plumbing the 
depths of my breast obsession, did you 
happen to catch the episode of Home 
Improvement when Pamela Anderson, 
the original "Tool Time Girl," returned 
to work alongside the new and current 
"Tool Time Girl," Debbe Dunning? 
Now, I'm a big fan of Pamela Ander
son. In fact, whenever I see her I want 
to applaud her performance ... but I 
usually only have one hand free. And 
while Debbe Dunning doesn't have 
the surreal Barbie-Doll looks of Pam
ela, when they stood side by side and 
chest to chest on Home Improvement, 
Debbe made Pam look like a skinny 
little boy. And that's worthy of a one
handed round of applause from 
any red-blooded male, cross- ~ 
dresser or not. ~ 

Second International 
Congress Revenue Report 

Income 
Registrations 
Vendors 
Donations 
Subtotal Income 

Expenses 

$16,874.00 
$800.00 

$2,135.00 
$19,809.00 

Postage $2,000.00 
Reproduction $1,100.00 
Rooms (Spkr/Staff) $2,100.00 
Travel (Speakers) $1,700.00 
Food & Bev $9,801.00 
A/V Costs $1,900.00 
Entertainment $585.00 
Hirschfeld Exhibit $1,000.00 
Subtotal Expenses $18,386.00 

Net Profit/Loss $1423.00 

f 
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Counseling The Partner of the Crossdresser 
Elaine came to see me because of 

rage an~ frustration \Vith her husband 
Eddie who is a transvestite. She re
fused my offer to meet with them to
gether first and then individually. At 
our first meeting I learned that Elaine 
believed crossdressing was a bad habit, 
although not an illness, and therefore 
did not see the need for counseling for 
her husband. She however, came for 
help in dealing with Eddie and helping 
him to get over this habit. 

The above scenario is not unusual 
although there are several variations 
on the theme of trying to change one's 
partner. There is the mental illness 
scenario, the one that involves sin and 
redemption, and the one which con
fuses sexual orientation and gender 
identity and may cause a partner to 
doubt her heterosexuality as well as 
that of her spouse. 

\iVhat all these situations have in 
common are: 

•The woman is almost always igno
rant about transvestism. She does not 
understand that it is not a condition of 

illness, sin or homosexuality and she 
needs help to lmow that she plays no 
role in her husband's gender expres
sion. Prescribing books that render a 
comprehensible explanation of this be
havior is very useful along with build
ing a trusting therapeutic relationship. 

•The couple's sexual relationship is 
frequently compromised. Transvestites 
often want to crossdress prior to or 
during sex with their wives. To the 
woman who doesn't understand and is 
frightened, disgusted or upset by this 
inclination, sex may become an ordeal 
or an event subject to conditional 
agreement. Eventually a situation may 
evolve in which each partner takes 
turns enjoying sex. For example, "To
night vve are doing it my way, or we are 
not doing it at all!" The remedy to this 
requires the participation of both part
ners in treatment and I encourage 
them to meet with me together. 

•In all cases the woman is power
less to change her partner's need for 
periodic crossdressing. No technique, 
no seduction, no punishment 'Nill dis-

courage the expression of his feminine 
persona for long. However, with his 
agreement, such expression can be 
managed or shaped to better conform 
to her expectations of a husband. 
Again, counseling is most effective 
when both partners participate. 

•Wives of CDs seeking counseling 
either have a terror of discovery of 
their husbands' transvestism or a need 
to expose them to the people who are 
most meaningful in his life. Either of 
these needs, if unexamined and not 
understood, may contribute to the 
death of their relationship-if not the 
end of the marriage. Individual coun
seling can be very effective in giving 
the spouse a window into her uncon
scious motivation to cause either her
self or husband such pain. 

In counseling the partners of a CD, 
I address the above issues and any in
dividual concerns that are raised. Deal
ing with children sensitively and vvith 
primary emphasis on what is in the 
children's best interest often is a focus 
of treatment. Arranging for sufficient 
privacy to process what is occurring 
between them, becoming reassured of 
husband's discretion, and establishing 
fair rules surrounding costs involved in 
husband's purchase of clothing and 
membership in gender organizations, 
are some of the variety of concerns 
specific to certain but not all couples. 

Dr. Anderson can be contacted at: 1537 
Franklin St., Suite 104, San Francisco, CA, 94109. 
Phone: (415) 776-0139; FAX: (415) 441-0936 

Going Once ... Going Twice ... Sold! 
Charity Auction To Benefit Renaissance National 

Anyone interested in a Corvette (ra
dio-controlled) for sale? Or a theater 
card from the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show? We've got both in the upcom
ing First Annual Renaissance Charity 
Auction planned for October 18 at the 
Greater Philadelphia Chapter meeting. 

The Renaissance National budget 
crunch has been alleviated to a degree 
by the generous donations of Renais
sance members. In an effort to bolster 
the coffers, the Greater Philadelphia 
Chapter has offered to hostess a char-

ity auction at their October meeting. 
How can you participate? You can help 
in two ways. First, you can donate 
items to the auction. Items do not 
need to be transgender related (our 
members do have many and varied in
terests), but they do need to have high 
interest value. For example, we do not 
want clothing unless it is an upscale 
beaded gown or a fur. Likewise, no 
shoes, please. Jewelry is limited to 
high-quality costume items and real 
gold, diamonds, and pearls. 

10 

Then after you've made your dona
tion, attend the auction itself to buy 
some of the items. Board member 
Beth Marshall has offered to be our 
auctioneer for the evening. Beth will 
also need volunteers to work that 
evening. Contact the national office to 
donate, or volunteer to help. Show up 
on the 18th with cash or checks. 

In next month's issue we vvill have a 
list of donated items and will continue 
to run that list as it grows until A,_ 
October. See you at the auction. ~ 



IFGE ... 
the years IFGE Board Members have 
received about 30% of all awards given 
out. Keep in mind, most of us are very 
involved in a number of organizations, 
and IFGE is just one of many. 

Long time dedicated leaders like 
Joan Goodnight in your area, are very 
far and few between. Most people who 
win a national award like the Trinity or 
Virginia Prince, have at least 10 years 
of community service under their belt. 
I personally have been very active for 
over 17 years. I still lecture in colleges, 
answer mail, work hotlines, organize 
meetings, and meet the newcomers on 
a local level. I've spent large sums of 
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money and twelve years on the na
tional scene. This year I received my 
first and only award. 

You speak about Saturday night's at
tendance. If you haven't figured out 
the general attitude of the Gender 
Community by now, let me clue you 
in. Ninety plus percent of the Commu
nity takes, never gives back, and 
couldn't give a damn about the next 
person. Sure it was hot, hard to see 
and hear, and they really didn't know 
the person. 

But for those who did attend, it was 
a chance to say THANK YOU to those 
special leaders who have given so 
much in the past. 

I hope that next time you decide to 
publicly voice your views about any 
person or organization you sit back and 

EEOC Comes to ICTLEP 
The keynote speaker at the Interna

tional Conference on Transgender 
Law And Employment Policy's 
(ICTLEP) sixth annual conference, 
Transgen '97, was Commissioner 
Reginald E. Jones of the Equal Em
ployment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC). He is one of four people di
recting the affairs of the mammoth 
agency, charged with enforcing all fed
eral statutes concerning employment 
discrimination. At the time of his 
nomination [to the Commission], Mr. 
Jones had served as Senior Legislative 
Counsel in the office of Senator James 
M. Jeffords (R-VT), since January of 
1993. Previously, from 1989 to 1993, 
he had been the Minority Counsel and 
Staff Director of the Labor Subcom
mittee on the Senate Labor and Hu
man Resources Committee. Mr. Jones 
also worked on a wide variety of legis
lative issues during his years in the 
Senate, including successful enactment 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1991 and the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 
1990, as well as many other, less re
nowned efforts to revise federal em
ployment civil rights law. 

Commissioner Jones spoke to the 
ICTLEP convention about the battle 
to end employment discrimination 
against transgendered persons. He 

traced tg activists' efforts, starting with 
Karen Kerin's contacts with Senator 
Jim Jeffords (R-VT) as early as 1993, 
through the transgender national 
events in D.C. in October of 1995 and 
February of 1997, to recent discussions 
in his office at the EEOC. He men
tioned EEOC' s early efforts to use 
Title VII and its sex-discrimination 
protections on behalf of transsexuals, 
and their rebuff by three Federal Ap
peals Courts. His opinion of these de
cisions is succinct, "For me it is a mat
ter of intuitive common sense that 
such discrimination should be included 
within the sex category of Title VII... I 
think both the result and the basis for 
the analysis are vvrong." 

Before his appointment to the 
EEOC in 1996, Jones worked on Capi
tol Hill for many years and discussed 
the legislative history of the Employ
ment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA) from that perspective, and 
suggested ways in which the transgen
der community can work effectively 
for legislative change. 

The U.S. Equal Employment Oppor
tunity Commission was created by Con
gress and enforces Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits em
ployment discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin. 
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re-think, research, and speak lovingly 
from your heart. Healthful and con
structive criticisms are always wel
comed but your letter ran from self
congratulation to unbridled vehe
mence aimed at IFGE. The Gender 
Community is too small to be divided by 
walls of ill ,;yj]J. Building bridges be
tween differences is our hopes to a bet
ter tomorrow. If you are dissatisfied with 
anything regarding IFGE, myself or Ali
son would be more than happy to speak 
with you. I hope you will continue your 
efforts with the Born Free Organization 
and I regret not having the opportunity 
to meet you personally. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Buten Chair of the Board 

ofIFGE 

NOW Passes 
Transinclusion 
Resolution 

After years of debate and dialog, the 
National Organization for \A.Tom en 
(NOW) has passed a resolution on 
transinclusion. The successful vote fol
lowed perso~al support by NOW 
President Patricia Ireland, and concen
trated efforts by NOW-NJ President 
Bear Atwood and NOW Lesbian 
Rights Coordinator Kim Ward. 

The measure was originally intro
duced and unanimously passed at 
NOW-NJ's State Conference in 1994, 
and then introduced at the 1995 Na
tional Conference in Columbus, Ohio. 
A dozen gender activists showed up 
with petitions supporting the measure. 
But, in spite of signatures by over half 
the attendees, the measure was tabled 
by the National Board, where it lan
guished for the next 2 conventions. 

The breakthrough was prompted by 
an invitation Ms. Atwood extended to 
transgender activists to address the 
State Coordinators Conference in San 
Francisco several months ago. As more 
State Presidents got behind the mea
sure, Ms. Ireland asked activists to ad
dress the NOW National Board fl 
at the current conference. e 
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.JoAnn Roberts CyberQueen 

"A word to the wise ain't necessary
it' s the stupid ones who need the 
advice." - Bill Cosby 

\Vell, -well. Guess who just slapped the 
gay community across their collective 
face? The Georgia State Attorney 
General's office, that's who. See, there 
'vVas this woman who was offered a job 
with the Attorney General's office there 
which was later revoked when it was dis
covered the 'Noman was lesbian. Now, 
I'll bet you thought that she was pro
tected from discrimination because of 
her sexual orientation. And well she 
might have been if that would have been 
the argument used to rescind the job 
offer. It vvasn't. The 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals found that the woman was let 
go not for her sexual orientation, but 
because she seemingly did not appreci
ate the importance of appearances. 
They said the case was about" conduct" 
and "appearance" not "sexual orienta
tion." Gee whiz! Appearance? Now I 
wonder what law that gets covered un
der? It's certainly not covered under the 
recently proposed Employment Non
DiscriminationAct (ENDA) supported 
by the gay community's Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC). But, it might have 
been if the 1997 ENDA proposal had 
been tg-inclusive where appearance is 
the heart of the issue. If the ENDA 
backers are smart, they'll learn from this. 

~~~~ 

Maybe HRC is starting to see the \Vis
dom of a tg-inclusive policy. They're 
sending lobbyist Nancy Buermeyer to 
this year's International Conference 
on Transgender Law and Employ
ment Policy (ICTLEP) to present a 
Q&A session on HRC and its relation
ship to the tg community. That's easy. It 
doesn't have one if HRC thinks talking 
to one or two people from the commu
nity is a relationship. Phyllis Frye, 
ICTLEP Executive Director, has an in
teresting take on the tg-exclusive ENDA 
bill. She calls it a bill asking for "special 
rights" for gays, lesbians and bisexuals. 
That should put a knot in HRC's panty
hose. Finally, Frye announced she will 
no longer produce the annual confer
ence after this year. No word yet on 
whether the ICTLEP board will con
tinue to hold the conference. 

'Want to understand more about appear
ance on the job? Maybe we shoul ask 
Kristine Holt to talk to HRC. Holt, a 
male to female transsexual in transition, 
was fired from her job for allegedly vio
lating her employer's dress code. Holt 
responded by filing suit alleging her fir
ing violated the Pennsylvania Human 
Relations Act (PHRA). The court ruled 
Holt had no claim under PHRA and on 
appeal the lower court ruling was af
firmed by the state's Supreme Court. It 
was clarified that a person seeking pro
tection under PHRA must demonstrate 
a physical or mental disability that sub
stantially limits one or more of life's 
major activities and that transsexualism 
does not fall vvithin that definition. 

You lose one and then you win one. A 
federal district court in New York held 
that transsexuals are protected under 
New York State and City Human Rights 
Laws. (Maybe Holt should move to New 
York.) Although every federal court that 
has considered the question of trans
sexual employment discrimination un
der federal Title VII has generally 
rejected it, this court found that the "in-
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terpretation of the [state] HRL and city 
HRL is independent of federal analysis." 

I received a review copy of lesbian 
writer/activist Pat Califia's Sex 
Changes: The Politics of Transgen
derism. I was not at all pleased with it. 
Califia totally ignores the contributions 
of cross dressers to tg politics. She builds 
her case solely on the ideologies of trans
sexuals, as if they had an exclusive right. 
In fact, speaking of transvestites she 
states, "Their cultural history overlaps 
and is linked with the politics of the 
transgendered community but is not 
identical to it." She lost me right there. 
That one sentence told me Califia 
doesn't have a clue as to who and what 
make up the "transgender community" 
and its "politics." She reviews, exten
sively, Virginia Prince's The Transves
tite And His Wife and refers to Virginia 
as "he" totally ignoring the fact that 
Virgina created the word "transgender" 
and that she has lived as a woman full 
time for the past 30 years. Instead Califia 
uses this 30 year old book as if it is the 
TV Manifesto, and we all know how out
dated it is now. I find it hard to believe 
that Califia could not find any positive 
contributions to tg politics by CDs. I 
wonder if she ever heard of the Bill of 
Gender Rights? Or maybe she wasn't 
told that CDs played a major role in 
forming Gender PAC. This book needed 
a lot more research before publication. 

If you haven't yet seen Con Air with 
Nicholas Cage, John Malkovich, and 
John Cusack, then you've missed one of 
the great summer blockbuster movies. 
But there's another reason to look for 
Con Air - Sally Can't Dance. That's 
the name of one of the convict charac
ters in the movie and Sally is transgen
dered, most likely transseh.'Ual. Sally is 
played by New York actor Renoly (just 
the one name) '"'ho says that, " ... Sally is 
the bravest character in the film. I 
wanted her to be feminine and sexual 
and daring, and that's who she is." Ap-

,... 



Hot•Buzz 
parently some of the gay watchdogs 
didn't appreciate Sally and were enraged 
according to the July 22 issue of The 
Advocate. I say who cares if a fevv gays 
were upset over Sally. She isn't one of 
theirs; she's one of ours, convict or not. 
I thought Sally was played quite well. 
Renoly has his thoughts about the gay 
ire: "I often see gay people making fun 
of drag queens and looking down on 
transvestites and cross-dressers. To me, 
for someone to look at their own image 
and criticize a gay person for being femi
nine is a sign of not really caring for and 
accepting your own kind." You go girl! 
Sally can dance. 

~---~~ 

Southern Comfort Conference 1997 
announced the launch of their website, 
at <http://members.aol.com/sccatl.> 
Here you'll find maps and directions to 
the site, a preliminary schedule of work
shops and activities, and even a photo 
gallery of images from the 1996 event. 
The Southern Comfort Conference will 
be held from 1Nednesday, October 1 to 
Sunday, October 5 at the Atlanta Cen
tral Holiday Inn (418 Armour Drive, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30324). Please join us 
for our Seventh Annual weekend of 
seminars and activities. To contact 
Southern Comfort Conference: ·write: 
P.O. Box77591, Atlanta, GA30357-1591 
Call: (404) 633-6470. E-mail to 
<SCCAtl@aol.com>. 

A cosmetic surgeon will do consults on
line. He will even take a still video im
age and alter it to show you what you 
might look like after cosmetic surgery. 
Dr. Edward James Domanskis at 
<w·ww.plasticsurgery-video.com> has 
set up the site. All you need is a video 
camera connected to a computer con
nected to the net (try Kinko's) and $250 
for a 30 minute consult. Right! Not. 

Right up there with cosmetic surgery is 
liposuction. Now there's a new method 
called lipo-dissolution or LD. The pro
cedure claims to remove fat \Vithout di
eting, surgery or scars. The technique 
uses high energy ultrasound to melt the 

. fat cells right through the skin. Only 
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problem is no one seems to know where 
those melted fat cells go. The procedure 
is very experimental at this time and has 
its critics as well as supporters. ·we'll 
keep you posted on developments. 

I was really pleased to be invited to par
ticipate again in the Citizen Ambassa
dor Program sending sexologists and 
educators around the world. Last time, 
I was invited to go to China. This time 
it's to Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic. I could not attend last time 
and I can't go this time either, but it was 
nice to be asked. 

Some of the Fashion Buzz was about the 
auction of Princess Di's gowns and who 
was after them. It was rumored that 
RuPaul would be submitting bids. Not 
bloodly likely. LaRu is a bit chunkier 
than Di, doncha think? Actually, I have 
it on good authority that Joan Rivers 
impersonator Frank Marino did buy 
one of the gowns. Frank, who is a slim 
size 10, has no intentions of wearing the 
govm. He says it 'Nill be used for some 
good old Vegas-style PR and then prob
ably be resold to another collector. 
Speaking of RuPaul, have you seen him 
on the new episodes on VH-1? Miss 
Thing is putting on a little pouch and 
should not stand sideways to the camera 
(dish, dish). Come to think of it, he 
shouldn't tum his back either. And lose 
the corset, too, while you're at it. 

1Nhile we're sweating it out in August, 
you need to start thinking about the Fall 
and what fashions are coming into vogue. 
Fortunately for most crossdressers 
you're going to be "IN" fashion for a 
change. The Buzz for Fall is all about 
stiletto heels and micro-mini skirts. 
The stilettos can be pumps, sling-backs, 
short boots or calf-high boots as long 
as the toes are really pointy and for 
maximum effect should show toe cleav
age. Hop on over to the Classic Pumps 
website <www.classicpumps.com> and 
check out the fare. I've already got mine. 
How high is high? On the runways, 
spikes topped out around 5-inches. In 
real life, most will be between 3 to 4 
inches high, which can be pretty danger
ous. Combine that with ankle straps, 
open heels and pointy toes and you gotta 
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be careful in these things. Sounds kinda 
like "Don't-\vear-these-at home. I'm-a
professional-crossdresser" type shoes. 

Meanwhile micro-mini skirts that flirt 
with indecent exposure laws were seen 
everyv;1here on the runways. One can 
only hope that what shows up in the 
stores will be designed with a modicum 
of good taste. Ha! A transvestite with 
good taste in clothes. There's an OA')'l.110-

ron for you. The micra's for Fall are 
short, tight, slit, side split, or wrapped, 
take your choice. Richard Tyler claims 
that the ultra short skirts are " ... not 
shocking. It's an accepted classic length." 
What the Hell, if you've got the bod, 
flaunt it. Everyone else will be jealous. 

Also returning for Fall are menswear 
and the power suit (a.k.a big shoulders). 
This mens\:vear thing happens every few 
years and women are encouraged to go 
raid the men's closests and stores. Now 
what do you think Vi'ould happen if men 
were encouraged to go raid women's 
closets and stores. They'd be arrested, 
that's what. There's gender inequality for 
ya. Meanwhile, the power suit of the 80's 
has been reinterpreted with strong 
shoulders, tiny waists and short skirts. 

The evening look for Fall is another 
piece of good news for crossdressers -
sequins and beads are back in favor. 
And it's about time, too. I have far too 
many sequin dresses languishing in my 
closet and no where to \:vear them. As 
usual, there's always at least one eccen
tric fashion idea per season and tl1is Fall 
it is pairing something beaded (a top or 
vest) with some simple, understated 
daywear. Where is Chrsitine Hochberg 
when you need her? 

Finally, oval or rounded nails are back 
in style. I favor oval shaped. They make 
your fingers and hands appear slimmer 
and longer and I'll take any help I can 
get to appear more feminine. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what 
do I know? I think being "in fashion" is 
a victimless crime. Comments? ·write 
care of this publication or email to 
<CyberQueen@cdspub.com>. 
© 1997 by Creative Design Services. 
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Now I Know How You Feel 
Now I Know How You Feel 
by Linda Kaye 
As the partner of a transgendered 

man, perhaps the most difficult thing 
to understand is what the crossdresser -
feels when dressed en femme. I hear 
that question all the time from women 
in transgendered relationships, and I, 
too, have often asked that question. 

Some years ago, I had a CD friend 
express joy at having the wind whip the 
skirts around her legs, and the feeling 
of air against stockings. It gave her that 
"Marilyn Monroe" feeling-you know, 
when she stood over an air vent and 
the air whipped her skirts up? Well, I 
tried to relate to what my friend was 
saying, but short ofknm-ving how free 
the wind made me feel, I couldn't re
late to the rest of her statement. 

My partner, Vanessa, gets a feeling 
of deep satisfaction when wearing 
breast forms. It is a real sense of plea
sure and completeness for her. I enjoy 
her breasts, but I have never had that 
feeling about my o-vvn. They are simply 
part of my body, neither big nor small, 
and not necessarily important to me. 
Likewise, Vanessa enjoys the feel of 
silky lingerie and the tightness of 
briefs. I enjoy wearing sexy lingerie 
but mainly for the look, rather than the 
feel. So, here again, I could not relate. 

However, the other day, upon leav
ing the office, I dropped my keys as I 

was putting them in the car door. I had 
on a long skirted denim dress, and as I 
stooped (in a hopefully ladylike way) to 
pick them up, my skirt swirled out 
around me, onto the pavement. I expe
rienced a sense of complete delight at 
this, feeling overwhelmingly feminine 
at that moment. As I drove home, I re
alized that I had experienced a sensa
tion that my partner, Vanessa, must ex
perience, as do all crossdressers. 

I began thinking about this pleasur
able feeling and remembering things 
similar to this that happened to me in 
the past. As a teenager, I loved to dress 
up in flowing robes with lots of scarves, 
and I would (in the privacy of my 
room) swirl around, fantasizing that I 
was a dancer and part of a harem. 
Childish fantasies but fun, and I did 
enjoy the feel of the flowing cloth 
around my legs, and the silky feeling of 
the scarves. 

I also remembered how much I 
have always enjoyed wearing long 
skirts and dresses. My first thought vvas 
that they covered up my hefty legs, but 
on second thought, I admitted to my
self that I enjoyed the femininity of the 
long skirts, that they made me feel soft 
and sexy and beautiful. 

Ah, at last I had found the common 
ground with my partner, Vanessa. Just 
as I experience the pleasure of certain 
types of clothing, so, too, does Vanessa. 

She does not get these feelings when 
dressed in male clothing; nor do I. She 
experiences a sense of pleasure, a soft
ness, a rightness \vhen she is dressed in 
women's clothes; so do I. I detest an
drogynous clothing or wearing any 
type of male-like clothing. So does Va
nessa. 

Comfort often dictates to us what 
we wear; yet, comfort can be unfemi
nine at times. An old Tee Shirt is so 
comfortable, but when I am feeling 
particularly sexual, I want the feeling 
of silk and satin against my skin. VVhen 
Vanessa wants to feel feminine and 
sexy, that's what she wears. Even when 
dressed as her male self, she wears 
something soft and feminine under
neath, a reminder of the feelings which 
mean so much to her. Likewise, I al
ways try to wear a sexy, rather than 
comfortable, bra and undies, simply 
because they make me feel feminine. 

I think I've finally found that com
mon ground with my partner and it is a 
realization that took me years to reach. 
I find that I prefer my partner as Van
essa, and this added realization of what 
she feels makes me feel even closer to 
her. It adds to the intimacy of our rela
tionship, that inner communication we 
have. It makes things even better. 
'Nell, gotta go-Vanessa and I have 
some shopping to do! 

It's The Journey That's Important 
by Vanessa Kaye 
A by product of our goal-oriented 

society is that we tend to place far 
greater value on the destination, or 
end result, than we do on the journey. 
Overlooking the landscape along the 
highway, and thinking only of how 
many more miles it is to our destina
tion, results in missing out on the plea
sures and lessons we may experience 
along the way. 

When I was living in Tokyo, a friend 
of mine asked if I would like to go with 

him to see an archery tournament. I 
accepted his invitation and following a 
short train ride to Meiji Shrine in the 
downtmvn area, we walked through 
the gardens and eventually came upon 
the archery area. I thought it was odd 
that such an event was being held at a 
holy place; however, one comes to ex
pect such things in the East. 

My friend explained to me that 
the men who were in the tourna
ment were the finest archers among 
the priests. He also told me that 
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years and years of training were re
quired before one was allowed to 
compete in such a competition. 

I looked around and something just 
didn't seem right. There was no "scor
ing" as would be typical in an archery 
tournament in the west. The targets 
had no such provisions for a "bull's 
eye," nor the surrounding rings. I 
asked my friend, "How do they knmv 
who -vvins?" 

"\/Vin?," my friend repeated. "Oh, 

continued next page 



Vanessa ... 
you misunderstand. They are not com
peting against each other. It is not like 
that at all." 

I then asked, "How do they keep 
their ovvn score. Is one part of the tar
get more points than another?" 

"Target?," again my friend replied 
with question. 'The target isn't impor
tant at all. It is simply to stop the ar
rows from going into the trees." 

"This isn't a tournament. ·what's the 
purpose?" My friend, who often found 
me to be quite lost in such concepts, re
plied, "The object is not the target. It is 
the drawing of the bow. The arrows will 
find the target on their own. Watch." 

I did as I was told. It was simply 
amazing. The archers, possessing great 
strength and discipline, were able to 
pull back their long bow strings so 
slowly, that it almost appeared they 
were not moving at all. It took several 
minutes from the time the arrow was 
placed in the bow, until the time the 
arrow was released. 

It was then that I finally learned the 
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"secret" of Eastern ways. It's the pro
cess, the journey, that is importan.t. 
This can be seen in every aspect ot 
their society. Perhaps the most popular 
example is the "Tea Ceremony." To an 
outsider, this at first appears to be an 
over elaborate, ritualized, waste of 
time to prepare a not so tasty cup of 
green tea. However, the tea is not the 
point. It is the process, the pleasure of 
watching someone prepare the tea, the 
porcelain pieces, the bamboo brush, 
the clothing, and the frame of mind 
one achieves. The tea itself, is the least 
important part of the entire ceremony. 

In the impoverished areas of the 
Orient, this attitude is even more obvi
ous. Regardless of the person's station 
in life, or their task, they take pleasure 
in whatever it is they are doing. Imag
ine watching a street sweeper, with a 
straw broom not a machine, singing 
and sweeping. There was the newspa
per recycling man who always carefully 
v.Tfapped and tied up the bundles of 
old papers, in perfectly uniform pack
ages. vVhy go to such effort? By the end 
of the day these were going to be 
thrown into some enormous shredding 

machine. The answer is in an underlying 
teaching, "Take pleasure in what you are 
doing at the moment, whatever it is." 

So it is with crossdressers. Linda and 
I speak with a great many couples. One 
·of the complaints we often hear from 
spouses and partners of crossdressers is, 
"It just takes so long for him/her to get 
ready. It's a great waste of time." 

No, it is not a "waste of time." It's 
the pleasure of the process. The trans
formation process, is one that should 
be relished, not rushed. Like the slow, 
disciplined drawing of the bow string, 
it should be enjoyed. Just as the target 
is not the object, neither is the com
pleted external feminine image. It is 
the process, not the result. 

When one takes the time to enjoy 
the process, whatever the task, the re
sult will follow naturally. Much the 
same as the arrows found their target. 

One dear sister of mine, out of ne
cessity, often transforms herself in her 
truck or van. This is sad to me. While I 
know that she has the pleasure of be
ing her femme self for a time, I feel 

continued on pagel4 

• • 
Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after vi.siting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures, pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premiere makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works withjoAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

http://www.tgfmall.com/cdtp/cdtp.html 
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Second Congress Cuties Cut Up! 

Miss Gardner takes advantage of a 
captive banquet audience to promote 
the 10th Anniversary Renaissance His
tory booklet. (see page xx) 

Dina Arnberle (otherwise known as Our Lady of 
the Feathers) shows her finery at the Renais
sance 10th Anniversary Banquet. 

Vanessa ... 
that she is missing out on something 
very important. She is not able to enjoy 
the process of transformation. 

While I dress quite often, when I 
am going out, I have a certain "ritual" 
or "ceremony" that I follow. Much like 
the tea ceremony, it is the pleasure of 
each step that I relish, the end result 
follows naturally. 

I begin by preparing whatever 
clothing I'll be using. If it is something 
that needs ironing, I iron it carefully, 
slowly and \\Tith pleasure. Next, I select 
the appropriate undergarments. Fi
nally, I select the shoes and jewelry. 

All of the above clothing and acces
sories are readied. The lingerie is care
fully and neatly placed on the bed 
cover. The shoes, placed by the foot of 

the bed. The outer clothing is placed 
on hangers on the outside of the closet 
door. The jewelry, earrings, necklace 
and rings, are polished and placed on 
the dresser top. 

Next, I arrange my cosmetics by the 
sink. I begin by laying out a small hand 
towel. Then, I make sure to \\ripe the 
each container and to fluff each brush. 
Each particular make-up item is 
placed in the order of use, from left to 
right on the towel. 

Once all of these things are in place, 
I prepare a luxurious bubble bath. In 
the bath, I shave carefully and closely. 
I take the time to enjoy the bath. After 
drying, I apply a skin moisturizer. 

Once ready to begin the makeup 
process, I pour myself a glass of \\Tine 
to enjoy and tum on the radio. 

The application of makeup can be a 
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Jody (r) and Angela get up close at the Park 
Ridge Hotel on the glittering banquet night. 

great pleasure, if not rushed. Take the 
time to apply each product in a par
ticular order. Between each step, I sip 
some vvine and wait for the product to 
set, before proceeding. 

As the transformation process 
progresses, I find that I change inter
nally as well as externally. Gone are the 
pressures of everyday work and de
mands. These are now replaced by a 
feeling of serenity and peacefulness. 

The final touches of putting on the 
clothing, jewelry and hair, complete the 
external transformation. I take the time 
to enjoy this image. And, as I look in the 
mirror, I find that the person I see, 
agrees with the person that I feel within. 

Take the time to enjoy the process. 
The external appearance \\rill follow 
naturally. A,._ 

Hugs, Vanessa ~ 
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Cuties? Oh yeah! CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

FOR SALE: Assorted dresses and two piece outfits in 
Plus Sizes. Shoes, womens size 12W. Contact Randi 
Schwarz at 609-983-8294. Leave a messege. 
Apartment for rent. Private home in country setting. 
Credit and personal references required. Owner is Ren. 
member. Call 610-287-5989 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the 
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awaits 
you just off exit 33 Rt. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383. 
ALTERATIONS: get that dress to fit the way it should, 
buy the size for proper fit in the shoulders and I'll take in 
the waist and hips to fit your figure the way It was meant 
to fit. 10% Discount to Renaissance members. call Lisa 
at 610-838-7 485 

LEGAL NAME CHANGE for under $200 ! Why pay an 
attorney up to $1 ODO when you can represent yourself 
and save hundreds? I'll supply all necessary forms, 
ready to file, and instructions for $50.00. Renaissance 
members pay only $35.00 call Lisa at 610-838-7 485 
Egyptian papyrus & papyrus notebooks. Necklaces, ear 
rings, key chains in Egyptian & Pharonic style. Contact 
Dr. W. Lofty, PO Box358, Embaba, 12411, Giza-Egypt. 

i· 
... and cuties they are! Miss Bob Davis (I) from San Francisco, and Miss Ben (r) from 
Richmond, Virginia, sport the latest look in 21st Century fashion - no hair. We all won-
der how Miss Bob kept that hat in place all night. MORE PHOTOS ON PAGES 19, 23, 24. 

T Dr. A. S. Nubel 
Psychotherapist 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender Identity Disorders (TV !TS) 
Individuals 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

683 Donald Dr. N. 
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax (908) 722-0666 

Insurance Accepted 

" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it." 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 
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PERMANENT MAKEUP 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 

!Z!ho-enrx 
, CJent;ef<· 

'TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS" 

FREE CONSULTATION 
609-770-0070 

JEAN RIGHARTZ LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST 609-782-8100 

PERMANENT MAKEUP 
EYEBROWS• EYELINER• LIP LINING 

LIP FILL IN• CAMOUFLAGE 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
• PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE 
•AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE 
• FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 
• NO PITIING, SCARRING OR INFECTION 
• MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY 

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES 

GIFf CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Ms. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

Making Sense of It All 
Why? 

For most of my life I have asked, 
vVhy?" Why am I the way I am? 'Why 
am I different? Why do I have to have 
these feelings, these vvishes to be femi
nine, when I know my body is (or was) 
that of a man? Why can't I be like ev
eryone else? Why, why, why? It has 
taken me a lifetime (least a good por
tion of it) to understand at last that the 
"why" I have been asking is the wrong 
one and that there is another "why" 
which is more productive both for me 
and ultimately for those around me. 

The "why" which has plagued me all 
my life has a self-pitying sound to it, as 
if I were asking, \i\Thy me?" It sounds 
more like a complaint than anything 
useful. To keep asking "why" in this 
manner is to keep looking for a culprit. 
What I have finally learned is that 
blaming is useless, except as a way of 
avoiding responsibility for one's self. 

Rather than spend time and energy 
trying to figure why I am the way I am 
and blaming someone/something for 
my feminine wishes, I have finally seen 
the truth of the matter. The truth is 
that my life vvould be fuller and more 
productive if I could simply accept my
self for who I am the way I am. My so
called "condition" might be better seen 
for what it really is: my identity as a 
person. Just as the sky is blue and the 
grass is green, so, too, is my sense of 
self a gift from God. If I do not respect 
that gift, who 'Nill? It is time to trea
sure this gift oflife and to be kind to it. 
I should feed it right, though not ex
cessively, clothe it properly and enjoy
ably, allow it to find personally satisfy
ing \:vork and hobbies, and perhaps 
most important of all, help it to find 
fulfilling human relationships. Maybe I 
will even allow myself to reach into the 
unknown to realize the sacredness of 
all that I feel and do in this life of 
mine. I will then see that I am only a 
small but nevertheless important part 
of the scheme of things and that I must 

do my best to make my life, and the 
life of each person with whom I come 
in contact, a better e;;}lerience. 

It is out of this effort to live more 
fully in the present, especially as a 
transgendered person, that I have be
gun to know the true meaning of the 
question,"vVhy?" It is that meaning, in
troduced above, along with some an
swers out of my m:vn life e;,}lerience, 
which I have tried to capture in a 
poem called, appropriately, "Why?": 

Why? 
For sunsets 
that pave a lake with gold, 
and mornings 
when hope resounds 
in every chirp. 
For deep skies at night 
with stars that hypnotize, 
and the sun at noon 
which heats the hunger's blood. 

\i\Thy? 
Because babies smile 
and kittens purr 
and horses prance 
and butterflies dance. 
Because God speaks 
in thunderclaps 
and signs His name 
in lightning bolts 
and takes you in His arms 
\:vith every ocean swell 
and every wilderness breeze. 

Why? 
To see the fields 
of wild flowers 
that decorate the valleys 
in the high country, 
to smell the hay just cut 
and the animals 
that fertilize the pastures, 
to taste wild berries 
and trout just caught and cooked, 
to swim and run and love and sleep 
and live those moments 
the memory keeps. 
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Why? 
To meet old friends 
and meet with new ones, 
to dance and drink and laugh 

and play 
and learn of life 
both good and bad, 
to cook a meal, 
to read a book, 
to write a poem, 
to feel the sand, 
to share one's soul 
and hold another's hand. 

Why? 
That I may listen 
to my favorite melodies, 
to my favorite souls 
and to myself, 
that I may be 
and be with others 
till the rains cease 
for me. 

And so at last I am beginning to ask 
a "why" which yields meaningful and 
useful answers to the daily challenges 
of my life as \:vell as to the challenge of 
my life as a whole. It is true that my 
gender confusion is itself proving to be 
at least a partial explanation of the gen
eral and mystifying unhappiness I ex
perienced during a good portion of my 
life, which included childhood, teen
hood, and adulthood. I never thought 
that something called "gender confu
sion" could be a major factor in my un
happiness. After having spent a great 
deal of time and effort trying to solve 
the riddle of my being, it turns out that 
my self-recognition and self-accep
tance as a transsexual seem to have 
settled a lot of my inner tunnoil. But I 
no longer have an interest in asking 
why I \Vas so confused about my gen
der in the first place. I simply want to 
face life witl1 the answers I find to the 
fundamental human question we all 
must ask, regardless of our gender: 
"'Why?" A 
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The Name Game 
by Joan Goodnight 
In perusing the newsletters from 

around the country, I see that the 
name game is once again enjoying im
mense popularity. It seems like we 
rather enjoy the mostly nonsensical 
pastime of determining what those of 
us in the gender community like to call 
ourselves. Now the most general 
terms bandied about are: transvestite 
(TV), transsexual (TS), and transgen
derist (TG). Within each of the first 
two terms there are variations to the 
nomenclature, i.e., a transvestite is 
also known as a crossdresser (CD), 
drag queen (DQ), no-op, etc.; a 
transsexual can also be identified 
with a descriptor of being pre-op, 
post-op, male to female (MtF), and 
female to male (FtM). 

The term transgenderist, however, 
was coined by none other than the 
dowager empress herself, Virginia 
Prince, to identify those macho males 
that wish to live full time as women, 
wear all the exotic and erotic frilly foo
foos associated with the fairer sex, but 
do not ·wish to partake in the ultimate 
pleasure and fantasy of genital amputa
tion. You're not going to catch this 
bunch checking in to Dr. Biber's Bed 
and Breakfast and giving new meaning 
to the term "Rocky Mountain Oysters." 
No siree! This species is also generally 

loath to identify with either the TV or 
TS elements of the community be
cause of their unique and lofty position 
but feel they are deserving of their 
own classification. I couldn't agree 
more. vVhen, on occasion, this breed 
does condescend to mix -vvith the re
mainder of gender society, they do 
tend, however, to remain aloof and 
have adopted an 'Tm more feminine 
than thou" attitude, plus they generally 
look upon their crossdressing sisters as 
brothers, and view the transsexual, re
gardless of sexual s-vvitch, with nothing 
but utter contempt. 

There is, however, one major stick
ing point to the term transgender, or 
transgenderist. Since its invention the 
usage of the word has been bastardized 
to the point that it no longer really 
identifies what Virginia originally had 
in mind when she coined it. Through 
common usage over the past several 
years the word transgender has come 
to mean all of the elements that make 
up our community. How many times 
has the phrase "the transgender com
munity" been used, referred to, or just 
plain popped up whenever commen
taries or conversations concerning 
community affairs take place? No one 
really knows, but when the term is 
used it's generally meant to be all in
clusive rather than singular. 

I think that in order to honor Vir
ginia and her most devoted disciples 
we need to formulate a new and 
unique descriptor. I took it upon my
self to contact various people in both 
the scientific community and govern
ment service whose specialty is assign
ing proper identification to people, 
places, and things. They have come up 
\;vith the perfect nomenclature for our 
friends. Therefore, it has been decreed 
because these individuals are neither 
transvestite nor transsexual, but lie 
somewhere in between, from this day 
forward and forever after, these full
time men in tights shall be known as 
Transvestuals. 

This term appears to defy our 
American passion for shortening 
names to suit our vocal laziness but in 
the interests ofremaining a red
blooded, tax-paying citizen I suppose 
we could acquiesce and call these 
people "T-vest's." Since there are al
ready political action committees 
(PACs) formed for the TS and TV seg
ments (Transsexual Menace and 
Transvestite Nuisance) the joint scien
tific/government committee has taken 
the liberty of forming a PAC for the T
vests. It's called the "Transvestual An
noyance PAC." Their mission is to 
lobby and annoy every gender organi
zation in the·country \vi.th a unique 
brand of silliness concerning gender 
terms, definitions, and the pursuit of 
celibate heterosexualism. 

©Girl Talk, Vol 12, #6, June 1997. 

. ~ . 
From I tor: Dallas Denny, Exec. Director of AEGIS; Marisa 
Richmond, Chair of AEGIS board & member ofTennessee Vais; 
Queen of Prussia and chair of the Renaissance board, JoAnn 
Roberts; Exec. Director of I FGE, Al is on Laing. 

Congress volunteers Gloria Vogel (I) and Christine Hochberg. 
Thanks to them and ALL the volunteers, the Congress went off 
without a hitch. 
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kinKy c(oc-hing ~OR se;x:y 
s(uz:-s, goddesses, 

schoo(giR(s, o..nd sissies. 

pRiVc\'CC RCsidenrio..l RCTc\ikR p::c\'LURing 

c..(( si:zcs Of- k<>-rheR, (<>-n:)C, s0--cin, 

spo..ndc;x:, pvc, (0-ce, <>-nd nee 

coRsc-cs, dResses, mo.ids unif-ORms, 

inrimo..-ces, c<>-rsuiLs, 

r-oo-cwec\R ko women's size Pt), 
kgweO..R, jewdRy, cig<>-Rerre hoCdeRs, 

videos, 6ooks, big bo..by supp(ies, 

medico_( r-crish/ enem<>- supp(ies, 

r-uC( Cine Of- dccmoscimu(0--c0Rs, 

C)CO"Cic coys, Oi:ZO.RRC oondo.ge devices, 

ch<>-sri-cy 6e(-cs, 0-nd moRe. 

~ecishes 5oudque ... 
whcRc che ~ernmme Reigns supRerne 

215-811-9-811-811-
houRs by o..ppomcmenc onl.y. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ sissy training with 

~Goddess Jezebel~ 

• • 
• • 

• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

215-849-7444 
specializing in forced feminization, domestic ser
vitude training, exhibitionism, shopping excur
sions, humiliation, bondage/teasing/denial, cor
poral discipline, e:xtended sessions, custom fetish 

videos, postal training. 

• 
• 
• 
• • • 
• • • • • • • 
• 
• • • • • 

Phone(215)741·2738 If unable to keep appointment, 
kindly give 24 hours notice. 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

Office Hours 
By Appointment 

Oxford Square 
Suite 508 

370 Middletown Boulevard 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

EQB NORTHERN 

li&.~ 

Theseus Counseling 
Services 

ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

DIPLOMATE, AM. BO. SEXOLOGY 

EQB GREATER 

ffilSIQ!i dBEfl 
44PEARL ST. 126 WESTERN AVE. #222 

AUGUSTA, ME 04330 

207·621-0858 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

617-868·3157 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

New Designer Fashions 
Layaways 
•VISA• 

•MasterCard• 
•Discover• 
•AMEX• 

Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 

609.486.9636 
....................................... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_. 
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Greetings, girlfriends! May your air 
conditioner be in perfect working or
der and your makeup stays put when 
you go out! Following my foray into 
the wide and wonderful (?)world of 
television, courtesy of my little article 
on Ellen DeGeneres, I've tom myself 
away from Dan Patrick, Charlie 
Steiner, Linda Cohn, Bob Ley and the 
rest of the gang on Sports Center just 
long enough to regale you, my ever 
loyal readers, vvith more shopping tips 
and tricks. 

Back in April, I had an opportunity 
to partake of a different and unique ex
perience and I wish to share it with 
you now. Early in the month someone 
put me in touch with Selena Lesko, a 
local Mary Kay representative here in 
the Philadelphia area, who was inter
ested in expanding her client base to 
include crossdressers. I called Selena, 
who told me of her services, and said 
she wanted to come to a meeting of 
the Greater Philly Chapter to do a 
demonstration. 

Selena's idea was to take, for lack of 
a better term, a guinea pig at the meet
ing and make up said subject totally 
from scratch. Extremely curious about 
what sort of cosmetics Mary Kay (and 
their Avon brethren) have to offer, I 
volunteered to be the test subject. 
Happy to oblige, Selena suggested I 
come to her home for a dry run prior 
to the meeting so she could determine 
what to use on me beforehand, so she 
doesn't waste time doing same during 
the demonstration. 

Armed with my "big hair" wig and a 
sampling of the cosmetics I regularly 
use, I journeyed to Selena's home. 
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Never having dealt with a Mary Kay 
rep, I was pleased to be treated very 
well by Selena from the moment we 
met. 'lle went to her home office 
where she had all the tools of her 
trade, which included loads of sample 
items, brushes, pamphlets and books. 
Suffice it to say, Selena had enough 
stuff on hand to make up every face 
that comes to a Philly meeting! 

After looking over the sample stuff 
I brought along, Selena consulted a 
large loose leaf binder to determine 
what colors would look best on me, 
and that book had literally dozens of 
examples. Once she selected the right 
one for me, we began the session with 
cleansing, toning and moisturizing
Selena would do half my face in front 
of a mirror to illustrate how it should 
be done, then she would have me do 
the other half. Once the canvas was 
clean we started putting color on it. 

Using only the smallest amounts of 
foundation and powder, just enough of 
each to fill a thimble, Selena was able 
to achieve sufficient coverage. (Which 
surprised me greatly.) She did half, 
then I did half. From there, we went 
on to eyeliner-violet of all colors
which made quite a dramatic differ
ence in how my eyes looked. Then it 
was on to eyeshadow, brow pencil, 
cheek color, lip pencil and lipstick. All 
the while, Selena explained in great 
detail how each item worked and how 
I should use it. 

Then, she showed me something re
ally cool-lipstick adjusters. This is a 
cream that when mixed with lipstick 
changes it's color. The adjusters come 
in four shades: warm (pale yellow in 
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color), cool (pale blue), light (beige) 
and dark (almost black). I was wearing 
a bright red, and when Selena added 
the dark adjuster, the color changed to 
a sultry looking magenta! It was amaz
ing! \iVitl1 all four adjusters at one's dis
posal, one tube of lipstick could yield 
four entirely different colors! 

All during tl1e dry run (which I en
joyed, by the way) Selena made notes 
on what she used so she could repeat 
the procedure at the meeting. Then 
she gave me samples of what we used 
so I could e::>..-periment at home. She 
also provided me with brochures of the 
Mary Kay product line, including one 
tailored specifically towards women of 
color. That brochure features 9 shades 
of foundation, 25 shades of eyeshadow, 
24 shades of blush, 14 shades of nail 
polish and 23 shades of lipstick. Quite 
a large selection to say the least! 

Along VilJ'.th cleansers, toners and 
moisturizers, skin products, hair care 
products, tanning products, fragrances, 
makeup removers and men's products 
(YUCK!), Mary Kay most definitely 
has a lot to off er. The prices were 
quite reasonable, well vvithin the range 
of those of you out there who might 
balk at buying high-cost cosmetics in a 
department store. In my opinion, I 
think this would be well worth investi
gating. Oh yeah, and the makeover at 
the meeting was a terrific e::>..-perience. 

In The Swim 
If you're in the market for a swim

suit, as there's plenty of Summer left, 
check out the latest offerings from the 
Victoria's Secret catalog. They have 
lots of great looking styles in fabulous 
colors, including their Miracle Bra 
Swimsuit collection which features 
underwire bikini tops for push up 
shaping. For those of you unwilling to 
show off your belly buttons, V.S. also 
has a sizable selection of maillots and 
tank suits, including a to-die-for metal
lic tank modeled by Tyra Banks! To get 
a catalog, call 1-800-888-8200. 

\iVhile we're on the subject of svirim
suits, I saw something interesting in 
the June issue of Glamour. Jantzen, a 
famous name in swimwear, has a web
site (reach it at wwvv.jantzens\:vim.com) 

continued on page 23 
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Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor, 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call for appointment 

610-446-0799 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended & Lists of Dermatologists 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40°/o off your first visit 

224 Nazareth Pike, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Easton, Pa. 
8 Broad St #510, Hazleton, Pa. 
RD2 Bollinger Rd, Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867 -9446 
610-252-5958 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

Be the woman of your dreams, from 
the woman who makes your dreams 
come true! Join me for a private, ex
otic and exclusive makeover in a 
warm and understanding atmosphere. 
This is a non-sexual service and nov
ices are welcome. Call (215) 830-8373 
for a free consultation 

Ca.11 now lo whereALL.l.JFESTYLEs a.re lrealed in an 

intelligent. Cm'ing and creative way.Perhaps you have lhou0hls 

~needs, concerns, queslions? Why be alone? 
l~'if Call me, Mislress Eva Johnson for counselin0 and fanla.sy explore.lion. 

Ms. Scarlel, sweel TV Kelly and myself a.re available lo 
t r a i 11 a 11 d t r. a 11 s f o r m 

you inlo lhe 0 lamourous or demure 0 irl you desire lo be 
Call now for free recorded info: 

1215) 602-2888 
PQIVACY A~UQED! 



Shopping ... 
which has an interactive segment that 
shows swimsuits that address problem 
figures. They have styles that minimize 
or maximize the bust, shorten or 
lengthen the torso, minimize the tummy 
or flatter the hips and thighs. 

Speaking of interactive stuff, The 
Gap (www.gap.com) has a virtual 
dressing room \vith digital dolls where 
you can "try on" their latest fashions. 
You can mix and match clothing and 
accessories as well as change colors 
and patterns, depending on what's 
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available in the stores. The Gap's 
wardrobe is updated every four to six 
weeks when nevv merchandise hits the 
stores. 'While you can't buy their cloth
ing online, you can find the address 
and number of the store closest to you 
through their Store Locator. 

Lastly, besides the usual cornucopia 
of bills, I get some unusual stuff in the 
mail. Early last month, I got a catalog 
from The Sportsman's Guide (for any 
good ol' girls out there, the number is 
1-800-888-3006). Curious, I leafed 
through it and, much to my amuse
ment, I found on page 20-and I kid 
you not---camo undies! A bra and 
panty set done up in an honest to gosh 

camouflage pattern! However, at a cost 
of only eight bucks for the set which is 
one size fits all, that doesn't say much 
for it's quality. 

vVell, girls, it's time to move on, I've 
spent way too much time in front of 
my computer and need to 
get some sun. As always, my 
electronic mailbox is open 
for your comments' at 
<treetop@voicenet.com>. 
Until next month, be 
smart, buy smart and 
look smart! Happy shop
ping, sisters! 

Gender pioneer Virginia Prince (I), and "dressers" Dee McKay (c) 
and Glen Midgley (r) all presented papers at the Congress. 

Renaissance National Librarian, and now historian, Lee 
Etscovitz gives us a big smile sinc.e she's now finished 
editing the 10th Anniversary history 

Resources 
Background Papers 

Background Papers are $1.25 each: 
1. Myths & Misconceptions About 

Cross dressing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female Cross

dressing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & 

Significant Others 
4. The Matter of Children 
5. Annotated Bibliography 
6. Telling the Children: A Transsexual's 

Point ofVievv 
7. Understanding Transsexualism 

All of the Background Papers and 
Community Outreach Bulletins are 
available for free at the Renaissance 
web site <w·wvv.ren.org>. 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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If you' re o.n
l i ne, visit our 

website at 
www.ren.org 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter are 

copyrighted. If you want to reprint an 

article you see here, please contact the 

editor for permission. Most likely, we'll 

say "Yes" but you do have to ask us first. 
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JoAnn Roberts reads a touching letter 
from Renaissance benefactor Dr. 
William Stayton at the banquet. 
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Dr. Sheila Kirk (I} and JoAnn Roberts share a 
moment.at the start of the Congress. Hey, we 
just noticed ... the Congress was run by blondes. 
Sheila, JoAnn, Angela ... all blonde. It's a wonder 
it happened at all! 

Order your copy of the 10th Anni
versary History of Renaissance from 
the office for $12.50 postpaid. Send 
check or MO to Renaissance, 987 
Old Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, 
Wayne, PA 19087. 

Gender Outlaw, Kate Bornstein (I) (another blonde) 
and JoAnn pose a~er Kate's dramatic reading at 
the 10th Anniversary banquet. 

Make Sense Of It All 
... individually or in a group 

Ms. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 
Gender Educator and Counselor 

"/} tUwe ~ ~-" 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
PO Box 471 Willow Grove PA 19090 

Tel: 215/657-1560 •Fax: 215/659-1331 
Email: hmdm@voicenet.com 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Brookside Rd 
Allentown, PA 18106 

Box3624 
610-821-2955 

"·A 

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 
Individual, Family, Marital, 

Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-Hightstown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

(609) 275•6556 




