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TRI -ESS BORR□ MEETS: , SR 11 S ORGRNIZRTION'S HERL TH "IHPROUfil" 

(Chicago, Ill -- The board of directors of the Society for 
the Second Self (Tri-Ess), 1et during the organization's 
annual "Holiday En Fe11e' Nove1ber 23, and announced that 
Tri-Ess' health has "considerably i1proved1 in recent 
1onths. 

Tri-Ess chair1an of the board Jane Ellen Fairfax said that 
the organization's 'Big Sister' progra1, in which ■ore 
experienced 1e1bers are assigned to new sorority sisters in 
order to ease their transition into the organization and 
show that Tri-Ess does care about the1. Fairfax said that 
several of the for1er "little sisters• have now volunteered 
to becoae another new me1ber's 'big sister•. This prograa, 
alono with the increased frequency of Tri-Ess' national 
1agatine 'Tr,e Fe11e Nirror•, has resulted in greater 1e■ber 
satisfaction and a lessening of 'dropouts' at renewal time, 
according to national 1e1bership director Donna Nartin. 

The board also decided to issue a new Tri-Ess pin with 
Me1bership renewals during 1992, in honor of the sorority's 
30th anniversary, and announced that the new national 
me1bership directory would be issued soon. 

Tri-Ess, which now has 30 active chapters with the recent 
chartering of five new chapters, will hold its 1992 
'Holiday• in Atlanta, hosted by Sig1a Epsilon chapter. 

[Kyaberleigh Richards] 

TRANSSE:�URL 
"UNFAIR 

RU�NER SRYS NO 
RDUANTRGE" 

(Erie, PAl -- A fe1ale runner who was a 1ale before 
undergoing sex-change surgery 15 years ago is dis1issing 
co1plaints about her 'unfair advantage• in distance races, 
sa[tng the controversy only Hkes her train harder. 

The 40-year-old wo1an, identified only as 'Jane Doe• at 
her request, finished the 6.2 1ile Great race of Pittsburgh 
on Septe1ber 29 in fifth place a1ong 40- to 44-year-old 
wo1en with a time of 38 minutes, 31 seconds. However, 
another Great Race runner, Robin Pancerev, filed a co1plaint 
about the transsexual with the race director and The 
Athletics Congress <TACl, which sanctioned the event. Other 
runners who co1peted against Doe have also registered 
co1plaints with race directors. 

In her co1plaint, Pancerev, 36, said Doe was •unfairly 
being allowed to ... compete as a female.• Both Pancerev and 
Doe will be invited to testify before a TAC panel, according 
to Bill Phelps, president of Three Rivers Athletics 
Congress, one of 56 TAC or�anizations. "The law sav.s this 
person is a fe1ale, bu� it s not th�t cut and dried,' �h�lps 
said. "We're dealing with what's fair as far as co1petition. 
This could set worldwide standards.• 

The TAC panel likely will reco11end the question to a 
higher authority such as the International A1ateur Athletic 
Federation. Pancerev's cotplaint won't change the race 

(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 

F .O.A. COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 
IMPLANTS STRY ON MARKET 

(Washington, DC) -- A federal advisory co11ittee has 
reco11ended that widely used silicone gel breast i1pla�ts be 
allowed to re1ain on the 1arket while researchers continue 
tr�ing to resolve serious questions about their safety. 

The General and Plastic Surgery Devices panel, a co11ittee 
of outside experts that advises the Food and Drug 
Ad1inistration concluded Nove1�er 1,

1 
after thr�e days of 

hearings, that a pressing public hea th need exists for the 
i1plants -- particularly for breast reconstruction after 
cancer surgery. 

The FDA fias said that it will announc,e a dee i 51£" on the 
future of the devices by Januar

,
.6 of next year !he 

advisorr co11ittee's reco11enda ions are not b1Qd1n1
g, but 

typical y wield considerable in luence on the fina 
decision. 

Sote witnesses during the co11ittee's hearings had 
suggested that the i1plants should not be used for purely 
cos1etic aug1entation, but the panel decided not to 1ake the 
distinction between reconstruction and aug1entation. 

While reco11ending that breast i1plants re1ain avai�able, 
the panel concluded that the 1anufacturers of the devices 
had thus far failed to provide enough �cie�t!fic data.to 
prove their safety. The i1plants contain silicone, which 1ay 
pose long-tar■ health proble1s in the h1.11an body, according 
to experts. 

Breast i1plants have been on the 1arket for three decades, 
and so are not covered under the 1976 legislation that gave 
the FDA authority to regulate 1edical devices; 1anufacturers 
were thus not required to 1eet current standard� for 
establishing safety. However, the 1976 law provided that 
1anufacturers of �roducts already on the ■arket could be 
required at so1e future point to prove that they_were safe. 
An esti1ated 2 1illion wo1en currently have the i1plants. 

[Los Angeles "Tites'J 
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S�N FRANCISCO'S HOST 
BELOUEO DRAG OUEEN OIES 

FROH AIDS 

(San Francisco, CA) -- One of thi1 city's 1ost fa1ous and 
beloved drag queen, Doris Fish, died June 22 at the age of 
38 after a courageous four-year struggle with AIDS. 

Born Philip Clargo Nills, Fish was already well-known as a 
notorious entertain■ent figure in her ho1e town of Sydney, 
Australia for her drag guerrilla theatre troupe 'Sylvia and 
the Synthetics' when she burst onto the underground theatre 
scene in 1976 when she won the talent contest at Bi1bo's 365 
Club. Since then, she has ruled u figurehead and goddess •Jf 
'Sluts-A-Go-Go', San Francisco's pre1iere drag troupe of the 
1980's. 

Along with 'Sluts' cohorts Niss X and Tippi, Fish created, 
wrote and appeared in •toy local club P.roduct1ons before 
1oving to the stage in 987's "Bad Seei:l'. She vent on to 
achieve critical acclai■ in the role of ftada1e lr1a in Jean 
6enet's 'The Balcony• in 1989. 

Fish's fil■ credits-include 'Chuck Solo1on: Coting Of Age' 
and the feature 'Vegas In Sgace', which pre1iered at the 
Castro Theatre Dcto5er 11. Fish also served as executive 
producer and art director for the lat11t fil1. 

She also served as the top coaedy 1odel for the West 
6raphic line of greeting cards, for which she 1ade hundreds 
of appearances, and wrote a weekly colu■n for the San 
Francisco 'Sentinel' throughout 1989 and 1990. 

In the fall of 1990, a cast of local entertainers paid 
tribute to Fish in a gala event that featured performances 
by 1any of those with who1 she had worked and highlights 
fro1 her nearly fifteen years of fil1, theatre, and 
nightclub appearances. Nayor Art Agnos had proclai■ed 
November 3, 1990 as Doris Fish Day in the city. 

Fish is survived by her lover "arcel Delgado and her 
1other Nildred Kills, both of whoa were at her side when she. 
passed awa1, as well as by her father Tony, brothers Andrew 
and Nichae , sisters Nary Ann Haid and Elizabeth Baker. { 

CIF6E 'Update' l 

REGIS THROMS PRRTY FOR 
INTERNRTiONRL TS HODEL TULR 

(Atlanta, 6A) -- ftore than 60 people attended a private 
party held October 27 for internationally fa1ous 1odel 
Caroline Cossey (Tula) held under the auspices of the 
Atlanta Educational Sender Infor1ation Service CAE61S). 

AE61S executive director Dallas•Denny and deputy director 
Nargaux Ayn Schaffer presented Tula with a fra1ed 
certificate thanking her for her efforts on behalf of 
transgendered people. 'We believe that fts. Cos�ey will 
continue to be a 1agnet to dra� to9ether the different. segaents of our diverse co11un1ty

1 
Schaffer said, noting 

that Tula has also been na■ed to the for1ing AEGIS Advisory 
Board. 

The event, which drew attendees from.both the gender an� 
gay com1unities, was held at Atlanta nightclub Petrus, which 
donated the use of its V.I.P. roo1 for lhe evening. 

[AEGIS press release] 

TS RUNNER: NO ADVANTAGE 

results because it wasn't filed within 2, hours of the 
event. 

Doe says that while she never wanted the attention, the 
controversr has caused her to train harder. 'When they 
started ye ling and co1plaining, I started running 1ore 
1iles,• the transsexual vo■an said. 'The harder so■ebody 
pushes me, the 1ore deter1ined I get.' 

In a si1ilar 6.2 tile event held August 18, Doe won the 
fe1ale �asters division, and was thiro a1ong all wo1en in a 
9.3 mile race a week later. In response to another runner's 
for1al co•plaint after the August 18 event, Doe said she had 
her hormone levels checked ana that nothing was found 'that 
(�ouldl give me an advantage.• [Erie 'Norning News•] 
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POST-OP TS EXPELLE □ FROM 
"UOMYN ONLY" MUSIC fESTilJAL 

(Wallhalla, NI) -- A post·optrative 11le-�o-fe1ale 
transsexual whose birth certificate and driver's license 
both show her to be a wo1an was expelled fro1 the "ichigan 
Wo1yn's Nusic Festival because the annual fe1inist/lesb1an 
event is only for 1wo1en born wo1en', according to the 
security personnel who asked the TS to leave tfie festival 
groundt. 

Nancy Jean Burkholder, of Weare, New Ha�pshire, �as 
approached by security personnel on the first night oi t�e 

· week-long festival and asked if she was a man Although �-� 
produced her driver's license and off�red ta s:•:J to prove 
her gender, she was expelled fro• the festival and t,Jld ;he 
had entered in violation of a policy prohibiting 
t ranssexuals. 

Burkholder, who had attended the previous year's festival 
without incident, described herself as 'ambiguous in 
gender•, but said she was dressed no differently than 1any 
other festival attendees (nrlon runni� shorts, flannel 
shirt, and festival 'baseba l' cap). Her request to speak 
w ith festival producers Lisa Vogel and Barbara Price about 
tht policy was-denied, as was her request for an apology and 
a public state■ent on the policy. Vogel and Price did pay 
for Burkholder's 1otel roo1 for the night she was expelled, 
but refused to pay for her earlier-than-anticipated flight 
back to New Ha1pshire. 

Producers of other regional vo■en's 1usic festivals say 
that while they have haa isolated proble1s with 
transsexuals, they have no policy of excluding the1, and 
handled the occasional conflicts without expelling the TS in 
question. 

The Kichigan festival annually draws thousands of wo1en 
fro1 throughout the nation and around the world. 

['Renaissance News"1 
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F I R E D  T S  P I L O T U I N S  R I G H T  
T O  S U E  B A N K R U PT A I R L I N E 

( Dover , DE l -- A fo r 1er Continenta l Air l ines pilot who was 
f i red i ust p r io r to sex reassi gn1ent su rgery has the right 
to sue the c ompany 1 a U . S .  Banf ruptcy Cour t  has r uled . 

Jessi c a  Sterns  o r  P r i nceton , New Jersey , who as John 
S t e rns j o i ned Con t i nenta l as a p i lot af ter being decorated 
as a m i l i tary  p i l o t  in V ietna1 , not i f ied the airl ine in 1 989 
o f  her t r a nssexu a l is1 . One 1onth P, r i or to her Augus t ,  1 990 
su r ge r y , she was f i red f ro1 her $49 , 000-a-year j ob .  

A f te r  Ste r ns fai led t o  obtain sat i s f acti on by go ing 
th rough c oipany channe ls, she f i led a disc r i 1ina t ion suit 
agains t the a i r l ine , but becaus1 Continental had obta ined 
bank r uptc y p rotec t ion ,  i t  was sh ielded fro• lawsuits dur ing  
i ts reorgan i zat ion . U . S .  Bank ruptc y Judge Helen S .  Bal ick 
app r oved S terns '  request to proceed wit� the su it , not i ng 
that her ' s  was 'an unusua l  situa t i on• .  

S te r ns w i l l  pu rsue her eep loyaent discri1ination suit in 
New Jersey b although the a i r l ine ' s  bankruetcy proceedi ngs 
re1ain in e laware . r Rena issance News "] 

C R O S S O R E S S E R  I N  O I U O R C E 
[ O U R T  B E F U D D L E S  J U D G E  

( Sp r i ngf i e l d ,  NA l -- A ,an who wore a gray sk irt ,  green tank 
top ana b l ue pu1ps to h i s  pre-tr ial divor ce hearing 1ade 
c o u r t  pro ceed i ng d i f ficult for the j udge s i tting on the 
c ase . 

Roy Rosentha l ,  who p refers the name Terri, has been 
d r ess i ng as a woean f or two years , leading his wife  of 13 
years , 6 l o r ia ,  to seek the d ivor ce .  Her aftorney, Willia■ A .  
F r asc o t o l d the c ourt it beca1e • intolerable" when Roy began 
wea ring women ' s  clo th ing to f unctions and to 6loria's 
parents ' house . 

R ,)sen tha l told the judge he does not want a divor ce ,  
1ai nta in ing that his cho i ce o f  clothes doesn 't  1ean he can ' t 
func tion as a husband . When F rasco told the court he had 
been unable to contac t  • N r . Rosenthal' for a 1eeting 1 
Rosenthal asked that he not be called '"r . •  and asked the 
j udge to • ca l l  me 1a ' a1 • . 

Tne judge , who responded to Rosenthal ' s  s tate1ent that 
wear ing women ' s c l o th ing was his ' constitutional right' by 
po int i ng out that he was a do■estic relation, judge , set a 
DeceMbe r 6 date f or the divorce hearing . 

[Sp r ingf ield 1Union-Mews1 l 
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U O H A N  M R S O U E R R D I N G R S  H A N 
F O U N D  G U i l  T Y  O F  S f O U C I N G 

T £ E N R G E O G I R L S  
( Yo rkshire, England , U . K . ) -- A young woun who usque r a,:!ed 
as a 11n and tri c ked two 1 7-year-old g i r l s i nto hav in,3 se;,: 
was sentenced to six 1onths 1n jai l . 

The c rossdress ing wo1an, Jennifer Saunders ,  1 8 ,  had den i ec 
two charges o f  indecent assault involving the othe r  f ema l es . 
At her tr i al ,  she wore her hair short ana d ressed i n  1a l e  
clothes. Testi1ony was given that Saunders c a r r ied on a 
five-■onth affair with Rebec ca Andrews and sedu ced He l en 
Edwards . 

Saunders was sent to an instituti on for roung feia le 
o f fenders. (London Da i l y  Te legnph ' J  

M U S L I M S 
E G Y P T I A N  

O U T R R G E O B Y  
T R A N S S E X U A L  

( Cairo , E9ypt )  -- A wo1an who was born 1ale but under�ent 
sex reass1gn1ent surgery three years ago is sti rr i n g  
e1otions in this conservative Nusli1 countr y .  

Although Sally Abdalla (nee Sa■ i ) ,  27 , looks, dresses and 
acts by a wo■an, the public outcry foll o� ing the Egyp t i a n  
press ' revelation of  her transsexual status has 1any �or r ied 
that Egypt ■ay have beco1e polarized to the degree that 
transsexuals who feel c o■pelled to have sex changes �ill 
fear having the operation .  Already phys i c ians ana su rgeons  
say they are reluc tant to perf o r■ the operat ion for f ear 
that they w ill be publicly critic ized . 

The controversy erupted when Sa1 i, then a eedica l  student  
in the �ex-segtegated and rel igious Al-Azhar Univers ity , 
beca■e Sally . Th� univer sity expelled her and refused to 
accep t her new ident ity as a wo1an when she aP.plied to 
continue her studies in the woaen ' s  section o f  the 
univers ity . The uni versity also sued the surgeon who 
perforted the operation and atte1pted unsuccessfully to have 
his aed i cal license revoked . Coverage o f  the court 
proceedings i n  newspapers and 1agaz1nes created the publ i c  
out cry . 

A lthough Sa lly was 1arr ied about a year after her 
operation, public ostrac is1 of her and her spouse c onti nues 
Vhile there are no prohib it i ons against transsexual i t y  i n  
e ither I sla1 or Egrpt ' s  legal code, but I sla1ic law forb i ds 
hoMosexual i ty . Sal i ,  who �as since w ritten a book in A r ab i c  
titled • t  Was A Nan , is suing the univers ity a l leging sex 
disc r i 1inat ion .  

The surgeon who per for■ed the operation , Or . Ezzat 
Asha1allan , says he will no lon�er operate on t ranssexual s ,  
saying "it is too 1uch headache . "any psychia tris t s  wor r y  
that ihe pub lic reaction against sex changes nay d r ive 
Egyptian transsexuals to break rel igious laws by 1ak ing them 
1ore inc l ined to beco■e practic ing no1osexua ls i nstead . A n  
esti1ated 400 to S00 Egyptians have undergone 
sex-reass i gn1ent surger y . [Atlanta • Journal/Constitut i o n "  l 

c:4/'iaia � 'J'a,6,hiotz6, 
5405 Arrow Highway, #110 

Montclair, CA 91763 
(714) 931-1515 

Lingen'e (Sizes Small - 4A; 
Full line of Clothing (Small - XL} 

Prosthesis (Nearly Me III & So Soft} 
S/Joes (thru size 15) (3" & 5" heels} 

Acres:s-ondS" Ya & .Mastercard Accepted 

Tuesday thru Saturday 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

· Closed Monday 

i 
' 

3 



t-lEWS BR I EFS 

A pract ical Joker in  drag upstaged Queen Beatri x  of the 
Nether lands when she visi ted Berlin recently . According to 
guards at the 6er1an p residentia l palace , a black liaousine 
�arrying a Dutch flag was waved through security cor�on , but 
instead of the Queen emerg ing i prankster Hape Kerkel 1ng 
stepped out of the l i10, wear ing a dark blue sk i rt and top 
and a pi llbox hat . Kerkel i ng was asked to leave before the 
real Queen arrived . [ Reuters ] 

Keanu Reeves , of the " B ill and Ted' 1ovies , was 1ak ing a 
sta teaent o f  some sort to h i s  f ans . . . but no one ' s  sure 
what that stateaent i s !  Reeves donned full Japanese geisha 
�ir l eakeup for a photo iPpearanc� in the October issue of 
Van ity Fa i r" aagaz i ne .  Toe photo s cap tion was vague , 

say i ng only tha t Japanese style is presently in vogue. 
[ 'Renaissance News'J 

When the C i nc innati 'Enqui rer' asked readers to design a new 
i 1age f or tennis star Andre Agassi in conjunction wiih the 
1 99 T  Thrif tway ATP Cha1p i onsh1p 1 one of the entries ( wh ich 
the paper reprinted in f ull color ) showed Agassi in a purple 
c orse l e t, garters , hee l s ,  and f ishnet stock 1 nis ,  courtesy of 
an eleven-year-old 'Rocky Horror Picture Show fan .  Turns 
out 4 1  out of the 831 entries the paper recei ved showed 
Agassi in drag . . . C I XE new1letterl 

Last Dece■ber ,  when fa■ed SRS surgeon Dr . Stanley B iber was 
e lected co11issioner in Las Ani■as County , Colorado ,  his 
v ictory re,ar k c learl y showed his profess ion .  Dr. B iber, 
when asked to co11ent by the Denver " Post# , sa id : "We ll ,  we 
pulled it of f ! "  [ Syndicated colu1nist Dave Barry ] 

Tired of not •passing" on the phone? Try the " Tran1ition 
2000 Vo i c e  Changer Telephone • .  For under S I OO ,  this new 
techno logical 1 1 racle ' realistical ly changes your voice to 
1a le ,  fe1a le ,  adul t  o r  child' . While the coapany narket ing 
the gadget , Spectra P roductions of John1on City NY , pro1ote 
it for fun, sc reenin? cal l s ,  and deal ing with obsc ene or 
annoying c a l lers, i t s likely there ' s  another untapped 
mark et they never thought of . . .  ? t • t nnerView ,  Cross-Port ] 

A l though "orton Downey Jr . ' s  new syndicated talk show has 
apparent l y  been cancelled before i t  even starte d  production , 
he ' s  been keeping busy auditioning f or ■ov ie roles , and even 
turned up i n  a blue, sequined cocK tail dress and auburn w ig 
to p romote one 1ovie project he ' s  involved in . (Naybe old 
Nor t has had a c hange of heart since he atte■pted to rake 
three Renaissance members over the coals a few years ago ? ) ' C ' Star ' l  

A recent off-Broadway produc t ion features three actors -
two of the1 1ales in drag -- in the aain supporting role . 
• sarrasine• , the stor y of a F rench■an for a young castrato 
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P H O T O 
A N N O U N C E D  

( Edison , NJ ) -- The results of the 'Ra ised Skirt• pho to 
contest, held Nove1ber 1 1  at the Victor ian "ano r , have been 
announced by event sponsor To■ Hansen . 

The f irst prize of S l OO went to an ent ry by " iss G r a c e  
Knox of Netuchen ,  New Jersey ,  w i th the S75 second p r i ze 
going to Stephen L .  Edens o f  P iscataway , New Jersey an ,j $SO 
lh i ra p rize to David Clark of Cleveland , Oh i o . Al l t h r ee 
rece i ved aor e  than 1 01 of votes cast by the J udges . 

The SS . 00 1 co1ple1enta ry 1 prizes were won by David T .  ,1 f 
Chester , New York and J . T . Hernandez of Pasadena , 
Cal i fornia . Knox , Edens and Clark also won $5 . 00 pri zes f o r  
other photographs they had entered . All five rece i ved 
between 3S and 8S of the J udges ' vote, . 

Photos were re�uired to show a tubjec t  wearing a dress ,J r 
ski rt ,  showing the entire length of one leg ,  ano each 
photographer was restricted to three ent r i es .  

[2-D & 3·0 Photography p ress r e lease ] 

singer, has the obj ect of his affections , Za1b i nel la , played 
by French dancer/singer /1i1e Fran�ois Testory as an 
androgynous youth , actress Beverley Klein in  1idd le-age , and 
English drag perfor■er Bette Bourne as the ancient ,  
broken-down diva. The p lay also connects the operatic wor l d  
of the castrati with the 1usic-hall world o f  the drag 
perforaer , revea l i ng the■ at essentially the sa■e . 

[New York 'TiMes" J 

A reporter who did a feature on the crossdress ing group 
Virgin ia ' s  Secret in Rich1ond YA went to al l lengtfis for the 
story . Nark Hol1berg ,  who stands 6 19• , wore size IS heels , 
queen-size pantyhose , a ca1isole , skir t ,  Jacket , w i g ,  and 
■akeup . Hol1berg says that by dressini the part, the 
interviews he conducted w i th 1e1bers aut01atically beca1e 
intensel y  person1l and reveal ing• . Reaction i n  the Rich10nd 
1T i1es-Oispatch1 newsro01 was 11xed ; the woaen thought 
Holaberg was 'gutsy• , the 1en thought it was a bad i dea . 

t • vsA Today " )  
Alneaty I nternat iona l CA I ) . it turning its 1ttention on 
Colo1b1a , where transgendered people and gay 1en have been 
syste■atically killed bY. several groups of gun1en who pat ro l  
the country ' s  cities and countrysi de .  As recent l y  as May , 
the body of a ■an wearing 1akeup was found near Ca li ,  
Colo1b ia 1 s largest citr . The ■onth before, two drag queens 
••re killed by shots f red f ro1 a 1oving vehicle in the same 
city . A l ' s  docu1entation goes back to an 1 985 inc i dent i n  
which 20  people -- including transvestites -- were k i l led i n  
Cal i i n  a single n ight . AI says the internat ional 1edi a  i s  
s o  preoc cupiea with drug-related vio lence that the ' death 
squads' go unnoticed except i n  the local eress . 
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KYNBERLEI6H ' S  CL I PBOARD : IN-F I GHTING FOR OVR CIYIL RI6HTS 

I have unfo rtunatel y found 1ysel f in the a iddle of a dispute 
between two o f  our co11unity s l eaders ,  both of whoa are 
c om1i tted to ou r  civil rights , but who dif fer in their 
opin i on of how we should go about f ight i ng for the1 . 

One of the two l eade r s  1 s  Cynth i a  Aowara , founder and 
director o f  the Gender Alternatives League ( SAL ), which 
draf ted the ' Gender Activist Declarat ion of  I ndependence' . 
have signed thi s  docu�ent, I a1 a founding me1ber of GAL , 
and I sit on GAL ' s  advisor y  board . 

The othe r leader i s  JoAnn Roberts , one of the founder s  o f  
Renaissance Educat ion O rgani zat ion ,  who d r afted the ' Sender 
Bi ll  of Rights• . The Tri-Ess nat ional board of director s  has 
r a iif i ed tfi i s  document , as ha$ the Alpha thapter of Tri·Ess , 
wh i ch I a1 cur rentl y  president of . I a1 also the news editor 
for JoAnn ' s publicat ion ' I nternational Transc ript • . 

I love thea both dea r l y ,  but you c an see how ! 1
1 caught in 

the 1iddle .  Between �arch and Nove1ber  of this year, Cynthia 
and JoAnn have been cor responding with each other regarding 
their two documents and how they 1ight join for ces to 
ach ieve the co11on goal of improving the 9ender co11unity ' s  
civil rights . I have copies o f  both sides correspondence ; 
it is 1y intent in this editor ial to try to c larify the 
s ituation ( i f  that's poss ible ) . 

SAL was founded as a po lit ical act i vist u1brella 
organization f or the gender co11unity . Early on , in both 
cor respondence and in an editorial whi ch appeared in 
'enFe11e• issue t24 , JoAnn endor sed SAL and its purpose, and 
proposed that the B i ll of Rights be added to the 
Declara t i on .  However ,  although GAL i nitially welco■ed JoAnn 
< who br iefly held the off ice o f 6AL ' s 2nd V ice P resident), 
Cynthi a  so1ehow got the i mpres5ion that JoAnn was try ing to 
fora a s i m i lar organizat i on ,  a fter JoAnn offered to lena her 
name to GAL to increase its reac h . 

Shortly after the IFGE convent i on ,  Cynthia indicated that 
her support f o r  the Bill of Rights  was only tentative , 
because the Declaration was already written and the Bill was 
st ill being rewritten . Despite the fact that the B i ll has 
been ratif ied by a nu1ber of organizations , WITHOUT REWRITE , 
Cynthia  appears to be ope rating under this 1isconception 
through the pre5ent t ime . At tfie same t i me ,  JoAnn had 
rightly pointed out that GAL cannot survive merely on the 
strength o f  the Declaration , eveq as good a docu■ent as it 
is , and that SAL was not fully for■ed at that point . ( To 
their c redit , SAL has succeeded in getting its i nternal 
structure together and has publ ished the fir5t edition o f  
' The Senderist • s ince that ti■e . ) 

Even though the const ruc t i ve c riticis1 of SAL by JoAnn was 
war ranted at the ti■e , it only set the stage · for a showdown , 
p rovoked when JoAnn wrote her editor ial " APA : Friend or 
Foe? • ,  whi ch appeared in the 'Renaissance News' and nu1erous 
o ther newslet ters . You see , JoAnn and Cynthia disagree on 
whether or not t ransvestis■ and transsexual is1 should be 
re1oved f rom the A1er ic an Psychiatr ic Assoc iation's 
D iagnosti c s  and Statist i cal "anual ( OS" ) . crnthia has c om1it ted GAL to campaigning for its reaova , clai1ing it is 
a s t igma and v i olates our hu1an rights ; JoAnn 1aintains th i s  
i s  not a critical i ssue to our co11unitr and that the 1isuse 
of the data i n  the DSN i s  the real �rob e1 . ( Anne 
B lackwood ' s editorial and Roger Peo s colu1n this 1onth also 
re late to this i ssue . ) 

I f eel this whole 1atter has gotten out of hand , but I 
also a1 i n c l i ned to agree w i th JoAnn , for the staple reason 
that every state1ent she 1ade in her editorial can be backed 
up by FACT . ( You w i ll be able to read it fo r  yourself next 
1onth . )  So far ,  I have found nothing but conjecture i n  the 
arguments GAL has been us ing in its campa i gn .  And although I 
sit on SAL ' s  advisory board , no stat i st i cal evidence has 
ever been presented 1e to back up the state1ents of the 
ant i -APA campaign mounted by GAL . 

I n  iy opin i on ,  th i s  woul d  be a non- i ssue ,  except that 6AL 

keeps ins i st ing on 1aking it one . Does anyone REALLY ca r e  
about the OS", except perhaps the transsexu a l s  who 1a y  be 
relying upon it f or the psychologi c al and osych i atr i c  
pro f i les necessary dur i ng thei r ! r a ns i t i on' I th i nk " c t  

The p rob l em i s ,  i n  o r d e r  f o r  a f i ght f or c i v i l r 1 � � '. s · o  
be s u c c e s s f u l , t h ree c o n d i t i on s ,,1 u s t  o c c u r : F i r e •  :. h e  
r ights being f ought for ■ust be actual l y wanted and needed 
by the people you are fight ing on the behalf of ; sec ond , you 
aust have an organized p lan of attack (not j ust aake it up 
as you go ) ;  and third, any actions taken or state1ents �a,je 
1ust be based upon fact , not conjecture ( while e1otions are 
necessary, they do not take the place of statist i cs ,  on l y  
co1ple1ent the1 ) . I f ind that 6AL i s  without all three , 
whi l e  JoAnn has 1erely drafted a document, g iven i t  to the 
co11unitr as a starting point (not as the f oundation f o r  a 
politica action coalition, as 6AL has i1pl ied ) , then 
stepped back to see if all three c ondit ions oc cur . Wh i c h  
course see1s 1ore logical? 

Of c ourse civil r ights are necessary . And the OS" is 
probably not goi ng to go away. But 1y perception i s  that the 
1ajority of t�e gender co11unity are apathetic about th i s  
issue . . .  and al l  things considered, apathy i s  probab ly the 
proper reaction . 

Because it really doesn 't 1atter what the APA th inks . And 
GAL has gone f ro1 putting the car t before the hor se to 
beating a dead horse that can't pull the cart once it ' s 
behi nd h i1 .  ( Presu1ing the horse wasn't conjecture t,J sta r t  
w i th . ) [Kyaberleigh R i chards } 

TA6, YOU ' RE I T : ftISPLACED PR IORIT I ES 

There are those in our co11un ities who w i ll greet the news 
that the 1/orld Health O rg1nization w i ll c ont inue to i nc lude 
transvestis1 and transsexual i sa in their 'Internationa l 
Classification, o f  D isease• ,  an internat ional ana log to the 
OSft- I I I-R, with boos and hisses . Perhaps they shou l a ,  
perhaps they shouldn't . 

A5 w i th 1ost issues there are pros and cons to any s i de .  
As with 1ost issues proponents and opponents o f  any 
particular view enl ist precedents to support their 
perspective . I n  the case for re1oving transvestism and 
t ranssexualis1 fro1 the OSft o r  the ICO the precedent o f  
ho1osexuality is freguent ly invoked . I n  so f ar as 
hoaosexuality is neiiher a disease nor a 1 atter of cho i ce 
but a fact o f  nature the analogy holds up in relat ionsh i p  to 
transvestis1 . . .  and transsexuali s1 .  But . 

I f  one is ho1osexual one is not sick and therefore has no 
need o f  1edical or psychiatric treataent . One m ight f i nd 
therapy useful in coting to ter1s with ones nature, but this  
is not a true 1edical necessity . The sa1e holds fo r  
t ransvestis1 . It does not hold for transsexualisa . . .  no t  i n  
our society . I n  transsexualis1 you have i nd i viduals whose 
body and 1 i nd are in total confl i c t .  The polar nature of our 
language prec ludes having a place f or those who would l i ve 
the gender role opposite their sex . Our societv can on l y  
answer the transsexual ' s  cries for help with therapy and 
SRS . 

I have considered 1yself a transvest ite, but thi s  i s  not 
to say that I haven't at tiaes cons idered 1yself a wo1an in 
a 1ale body. I n  other words, I have wondered which was the 
real 1e! TY or TS . How do I deal with this dilemaa? At the 
101ent roll with it, which is to say tha t  l don't deal 
with it . A friend of 1ine , a c linical psycholog ist , has told 
1e repeatedlr to get into therapy , and she i s  r ight . The 
only way I'l ever f i nally resolve the quest i ons I have i s  
to get i nto therapy . But, who can afford it1 

Consider the transsexual . The cost of the t rans for1at1 on 
fro1 a disturbed tale to a ( hope fully ) reasonabl y  ba l anced 
feaale -- therapyi hor1ones, docuaentat ion fees , sur ge r y  •j f 
var ious so rts inc uding SRS -- runs i nto the tens o f  
thousands . \/ho can afford it? At one ti1e so1e people we re 



l uc k y  enough to have i n1urance that c overed 1ucn o f  the 
c os t . Not aany . TSs are of ten for ced into i l l i c i t act i v i t ies 
to pay fo r  the i r  therap ies , both psycho l og i c a l  and 
phys i o l og i c a l . Prost i tut ion ,  robbery ,  drug dea l i ng / running 
are a l l  co11on avenues to aeet the end1 . 

Wh i l e  i nsurance 1ay not cover SRS i t  of ten wi l l  cover 
psychothe r apy . No s 1a l l  c ost to sneeze at . "Y own i nsuranc e ,  
through work , does not c over psychotheraoy ,,n a n  ,i ngo i n,J 
bas i s , i t  on l y  covers 20 ses s i o ns per yea r ind i s  
e s s e n t i a l l v  i n tended f o r s t r e s s  �anage�ent . ! f  I had a 
b e t t e r  he a l t h : I a n  onco 1 ng t he rapv �ou l �  be c ove rei 

So � h a t  ha s a l l  t h 1 i r a�b l 1 ng h�ve to do w i th whether o r  
no t t r 1n1ve� t l s1 and t r i n! ! !kui l 1 1 � A r t  l l t ttd I n  th1 cs� � r  

I C D 7 I t  i s  t h i s ; i nsu ran c e  c o1pan i es use the  I CO  and  OS" t o  
deter1 i ne wha t  t hey  w i l l  a n d  wha t  they won ' t pay  for . I f  
i t ' s  not  i n  t he  OS�  o r  I CO  t he  good hands won ' t  be she l l i ng 
out any g r een bac k s  to pay f o r  that therapy . 

Does hoaosexua l i ty belong i n  the OSN or I CD? No ,  of course 
not . Does t r ansves t i s1? Wel l ,  no , not r ea l l y  . . . .  Except . . .  
a1 I a t ransves tite o r  aa I a transsexua l ?  I f  there were a 
l i ne i n  the d i r t  and th i s  s i de was t ransvest is1 and that 
s ide t r anssexua l i s1 ,  we l l  then t r ansvest i s1  wou l dn ' t  belong 
i n  e i ther doc uments . As for transsexua lis1 , yes it does 
be l ong i n  suc h docuaents .  

I hear a vo i c e  f ro1 the nor th land s c rea1ing f or SRS on 
denand . So l e t ' s  suppose that you ' ve c o1e to the sel f  
d iagnos t s  o f t ranssexua 1 i· s1 .  You j uap throygh the hoops f or 
the shr i nk , you k no w  wha to tel l her , you Ve r ead the 
l i te ratu re ,  so you get your horaones . You j uap through aore 
hoops , you get SRS appr ova l . You j u1p through even 1ore 
hoops you get your SRS . There you aret a new aiss . Onl y  now , 
you dec ide that rou weren ' t real l y  a S af ter a l l ,  that you 
were j us t  a rea l  y f ----d up aan . 

Anne Bo l in wrote an i nteres t i ng book c a l l ed • r n  Sear c h  of 
Eve• . I read i t a few years bac k . Very interes t i ng .  One 
po i n t  of i nterest was how the TSs , whi c h  the book f o l l owed , 
bas i ca l l y  s tud i ed  for thei r sess ions with thei r 
psrcho l og i sts, to l d  thea what they wanted/needed to hear ,  
and go t the SRS . The fa c t  that their behav ior rei nforced the 
unsuos tantial and stereotyped v i ew that TSs tend to be 
hype r f eai n ine was not lost on these i nd i v i duals .  Seems like 
a was te of two years o f  therapy to ae . And if you thi nk 
about it , anyone cou ld s tudy up and go through those hoops 
and get SRS 1f they real l y  wanted to or were truly deluded 
enough . 

" Get serious , Anne , who would want to go through a l l that 
expense and pa i n  and hass le ? "  

Recent l y  Sa l l y  Jesse Raphae l had a show on t ranssexua l i s1 
( i t  1us t have been sweeps week ) and one of the pane lists had 
gone through the r apy , h i s  parents 1or tgaged the i r  house to 
pay for SRS , and two 1onths a f ter, that he decides that he 
i sn ' t a TS a f ter a l l  and wants to go back to being a aal e .  
We l l ,  i t  see1s p r etty c l ear t o  1e that this ind iv idual spent 
two years  l y i ng to his therap ist  and as a consequence she 
was unab l e  to ne l p  hi1 with his rea l  probleas . 

I ' m not say i ng that the true t ranssexual doesn ' t  know i n  
her heart o f  hea r t s  what she i s . On the contrary . But , the 
1ed i c a l  f ie ld  tends toward con1ervat is1 and er r ing on the 
s i de of sa fe ty . No qua l if ied , c o1petent surgeon woul d  
per f o r a  SRS on demand , OS" c lass i f i cation o r  n o  OS" 
c l as s i f i ca t i on . Pure l y  f ro1 an econoa i c  standpoint i t  wou ld  
take J us t  one  person like the one I 1entioned i n  the 
preceding P.aragraph to wipe the• out . But the rea l  reason is 
that a good doc tor wants to be c e r tain that the therapy they 
are g i v i ng  is the best, 1ost appropriate therapy for that 
pa r t i c u l a r  patient . You could go to a surgeon and tel l thea 
that you a re  transsexual and demand SRS , 6ut a qual i f ied one 
wou l d  not tak e your word for it , they woul d  insist on 
extensive tests to ver i f y  your c la i1 .  Those tests inc l ude an 
extens i ve psycho l ogic a l  worK-up . 

I f  I were hav i ng a certa i n  set of sy1pto1s , I 1ight thi nk 
I was hav i n g  a hea r t  attack . I cou ld go to a cardiac surgeon 
and de1and a t r i p l e  bypass operat ion . A bad one aight do i t .  
A good one w i l l  run t est s . And 1aybe the good doc to r  w i l l  
c ome bac k and say ,  " I ' ve schedu l ed the operat ion for 
toaor row af te rnoon . •  or 1aybe , "Have a Ro l a ids ,  you j us t  
have hear tbu r n . •  

But back to the quest ion o f  who pays for TS therap ies ,  the 
TS . I f  you take t r a nssexua l i s1 out of the OS" you renove the 
6 

poss i b i i i ty  that an i nsurance carrier wil l lay out any 
aoney . I f  you take tr1nsvest is1 out . . .  we l l ,  l ik e  I sa id , 
the d i f ference isn ' t as c l11r as a l ine in the d i r t . 

That nor thern vo i c e  is shouting , 'Be i ng i n  ther e  i s  a 
s t i gaa . •  Rea l l y  now , I ser ious l y  doubt tnat be i ng l i s ted i n  
the OS" or ICO i s  the source o f  our prob l eas , nor i s  
retoving our condi tions f ro• the1 a panacea . The f a c t  i s  
that 1ost peop l e  have never read the OS" o r  ! CO . I da r e  say , 
aos t peop l e  have neve r even hear d  o f  those 1anua l s . 

One f i na l observat i o n  regar d i ng the l i s t i ng of 
transsexua l is1 i n  these diagnost i c  aanua l s . So long as 
t r1n11tKUi l l � j  i i  l l i tid 1 1;1 1 �rij�fi1§ c an be f ound t o  f o r c e  
an i nsurance carr ier t o  pay f o r  t reataents per ta i n i ng to 
that c ond i t ion . Once t ranssexua l is1 is r e1oved those l ega l 
grounds van i sh and the econoai c  burden abso l ute l y 1us t 5e 
shouldered by the i nd i v i dua l seek i ng r e l i e f . Tha t ,  •Y 
fri ends , i s the real bot to1 l i ne .  

I ' ve a lso been think i ng about the Amer i c ans W i th 
D i sab i l i t i es Ac t agai n .  Since it doesn ' t  inc lude our 
co11un i t ie1 I guess we can say that we are 1enta l l r f i t by 
an ac t of Congress . And we k now how ref i ned a gent e1an by 
ac t of Congress i t . 

Nenta l l y  ill . Phys i c a l l y  disab led . No , these are th i ngs 
that we are not ,  If we have psychol og i c al problems it snou ld 
co1e as no surprise .  Show 1e an abused c h i ld who doesn ' t  
have eao t ional probleas . When in eot i re soc iety abuses , 
neglec ts or ignores a par t  of i tself you ' re go i ng to see 
people w i th proble1s . 

Soc ia l l y  handi capped . That is what we are . Our p rob l e1s 
s tea fro1 our percept ion that soc i ety f rowns UP.On our 
ac t i vit ie1 . Now, i f  that perc ept ion was unfounded we cou ld 
be said to be parano id ,  but i f  that per cep t ion i s  val i d  we 
s t i l l  have prob leas not inc l uding paranoia . Cer tain l y  we 
aust have a neuro log i ca l  pred ispos i t i on to c rossdress i ng , 
but that i s not i l l ne11 anyaore than ESP is i l l ness . 

The quest i on i s : Is the root of the prob lea w i th i n  the 
person or is it wi thout? If the prob l e1 is interna l  then 
that person 1ust change in  order to becoae we l l .  If the root 
of the problea is external then that person' s soc iety 1us t 
change 1n order to becoae wel l . I f  society doesn ' t  k now i t  
i s il l ,  how can i t  know i t  aust c hange and there fo re 
ini t i ate change? 

T . A . 6 .  ' s  pr11ar? purpose is to wake the s �eep ing g iant . We 
are here to say Look you here we are . This 1s what we 
are , not that . in your aental lethargy you ac cepted wha t 
that person to ld you about us w i thout look i ng fo r  yourse l f , 
bu t  that person does not see us obj ec tive l y . This 1 s  wha t �e 
are . Now tel l  ae hones tly ,  are we s i ck ?  What ' s  that you say , 
what we do is unnatura l ?  How can that be , nature c reated us . 
What we are i s  a people  w i thout a pigeon ho l e . Peop le 
w i thout a 1oc i etal role . Your discoafort steas f r om a lack 
o f  def i n i t i on for us . I ndians (ours ) cal l ed us Shaaan or 
Berdache

1 
and there we l ived out our l i ves in har1ony w i t h  

soc iety . 
As I ve uid before, there w i l l a lway5 be those who c ann,J t  

accept us nor understand us . W e  cannot concern ourselves 
w ith thea . Our energies aust be f ocused o n  those who can be 
c hanged , and another word for change is educa t ion . Our 
handicap isn ' t so 1uch that soc iety -- whi c h  is not a 
aono l i thic obj ec t -- conde1ns us as unc lean ; rather i t  is  
that soc i ety doesn' t under1tand us because f rank l y i t  hasn ' t  
thought auch about us , and fo r  our part ,  we haven t said 
anytning . 

This 1 s  the f irst t i1e i n  aany aonths tha t  I have 
aent i oned T ransves t i te Ac t ion 6roup ( T . A . 6 . ) .  To be hones t , 
I have had l i tt le feedback about i t .  I dec ided to do soMe 
consciousness ra is ing before 1ent ion i!l9 it again . The r e  a r e  
two paths that TA6 c an take . The f i rs t  i s  a one person show 
wh i ch  lasts on l y  at long as the one person cares enough to 
do anything the second is a group effo r t  suppor ted and 
staffed by ihe c o11uni ty wh i c fi  l i ves on pas t  the f ounder ' s 
involveaent . Whi ch  i s i t  to be? I c annot believe that l a1 
the only person who cares about the issues I w r i te about . I 
cannot bel ieve i t  i f  for no other reason that Kyabe r le igh 
sees f i t  to pub l ish this c o l uan ( and thank you E i l een f or 
your support) . 

I t  is not enough for you to j us t  s i t  back and read E i leen 
and ay and o thers ' c o l uans each aonth . If you . want change 
you 1ust work for i t . One person can 1ak e a d i f f e rence , but 



i f  you want to build the pyrnids , ·  you ' d  better have a lot 
of hel p . Storge Washi ngton didn ' t  start the A1erican 
Revolut ion , T�o1as Jefferson didn ' t  conceive the Declaration 
o f  Independence , no one person i s responsible for creat ing 
the A1erican Repub l i c . It was an idea whose ti■e had co1e . 
It is also true that 1ost colonials re1a ined neutral in 
regards to the revolut i on ,  yet •ost bene f i ted fro1 i t . They 
bene f ited f ro1 the pass ion and sac r i fic e of others . What 
w i ll you do? W i l l  you sit quiet l y  and let the s tatus re1ain 
quo , or w i  1 1  you speak up for change or ;;uppor t those that 
do ? The choict is yours . [Anne Blackwood J  

UP ON MY SOAPBOX :  CLOUDING  THE I SSUE 

It is c om1on in some parts of the gender co11unity ,  at 
t i 1es , to point out -- so1ewhat eephat ical l y  -- a 
d i s t i nc t i on between sex and gender . One is usually v iewed as 
genetic , genital and phrsical , while the other is usually 
v iewed as belonging to he behavioral, inte l lectual, 
e1o t i cnal and sp i ri tual rea l ms .  And while it is good to 
remember the d istinction, we cannot 1ake the 1istake of 
v iewing that distinct ion as the end of the question , because 
there a re some interest i ng coapli cations that arise onc e  we 
11 ove f ro 1  considerat ion of a s inQ le individual personality 
.o the not i on o f  co11un i tv ,  and �eg in to cons ider the 
dynaa i c s  of sexual preference( s )  w ith i n  the co11un ity . 
Because i t  is a co�plex concept, a fu ll and adequate 
discus s ion of sexual preference and sexu1l ity is beyond the 
s cope of a shor t piece l ike th is . But , a1ong other th i ngs, 
i t  see1s like it is based 1ore on gender (behavior , 
deMeanor , clothing , social role ) t�an str ict l y  on sex 
( gen i ta l ia and chro1oso1es l .  Now c ertainly , these issues do 
not af fe ct  everyone i n  our co11unity , but they affect enough 
of us to 1ake the subj ect an apt one f or ru■ inat i on .  

Cons iderable • grey areas• and d ile11as begin to e1erge 
when peopl e  beg i n  to explore thei r 1ot ivat ions and i nner 
f ee lings , Three exaMples tight concern Sandy, Sal ly and 
Suz ie , who are ma l es who express f e1inine gender attributes 
( Masculine to f eminine TS/TV /T6 or what have you ) . Sandy 
discovers that while en fe11e she is sexua l l y  attracted to 
Luc y  who is a genetic f e1ale . Sandy has e1ot1ons wh ich 1 ight 
be charac terized as heterosexual, wh ile Lucy is keenly aware 
of some l esbian overtones in their developing re lationship . 
Sal l y  d iscovers that while en f e11e she experiences a new 
sor t  of pleasure when Larry (a genetic tale) disp lays his 
i nterest and at t ract ion to her, whoa he sees as a lovely 
woman . Larry ' s  e1otions are large ly heterosexual ,  whi le 
Sally senses the potent ial for gay love . Suzie ,  while en 
f em1e , d i s covers and st rong eaot ional and sexua l attraction 
t o  Laurie , who is another aascultne to fe1 in ine T6/TV/TS . 
Both Suz ie and Laur ie sense the ambigu i ty of the i r  
att rac tion . I n  each of these exaaples ,  and i n  1any other 
poss i ble examples, onc e  one of us 1oves outsider herself 
toward others , away fro1 asexuality and isolat ion and 
beg i ns to explore herse l f , the interre latedness ol sex , 
gender , inti1ac r 1 trust and sexua l  preference e■erges and 
�er personal se r - ident i f ication can easi l y  beco1e very 
c l oudy ; and she 1ay begin to d iscover with i n  hersel f  a wide 
spect r u� o f sexual i t i es and emotions, and a great 1any newly 
awakened personali ty characteristics , once sne strengthens 
and deepens her ident i f i c at ion with her (heretofore 
repressed ,  ignored, s i lenced , shack led) fe1in i ne aspect .  

Because they are litited i n  scope , labels do not by 
the1se l ves always help us to extend very far our 
understanding o f  ourselves and others . To assign or adopt a 
label or c ategory -- to i dent i f y  oneself as gay , lesbian , 
bisexual, heterosexual ,  TV , TS, TG or what have you -- is to 
li1it onese l f  to a particular 101ent i n  ti1e , and 1ay 
dis c ourage growth and further change . Wh i le they can be 
usef u l , the li mits of labels and categories cannot be 
f o rgotten . They are not f ingerprints ; the people they 
pu rpor t  to describe can and of ten do change -- so1eti1es 
f requently and profoundl y .  

What i s  essent ial is for us t o  bu ild relat ionships of 
t r us t  and to c ont inue to i nterac t honestly , openly and 
c ooperat i ve ly w i th each other in dyna1 ic, nonagressive ways. 
These c o nversations can never -- should never -- really end , 

1Cross-Talk 1 i s  pub l ished 1onthl y  as an inf oraat ion · and 
entertain■ent resource for the gender co11unity . For 
subscr i pt ion i nfor11t ion ,  please see page 1 7 .  
ED
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as all of us conti nue daily to change and redef ine ourselves 
and our place in society and in the gender co11un ity .  Th i s  
personal and e1ot iona l self-discovery and growth i s  pos it i v e  
and healthy and essent ial, and needs to  b e  expected and 
nurtured . It per1its us to transfor1 our lifesty le  i nto a 
great adventure, a never-ending s tory . The issues of sex and 
gender 1ay not concern each one of us r ight now, this 
1 inute , but the bui ld i ng of relat ionships and fr iendsh i ps 
within the co11unity , and the i ssues of personal growth and 
self-d iscovery are perenni al . [Lynn E .  Walker l 

( R1pr int1d f ro1 • out and About• ,  Girl s '  N ight Out l 

VOX POPULI : LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Re : "Tag, You ' re It', October '91 : 

For the past four years , T i ffany Club of New England has had 
a "Chr ist1as Charity• . Ve take up a collect ion at our 
1eet i ng and g ive to a d ifferent char i tr eac h year . Anne • � 
idea is obviously - a  good one . C Ho ly C ross, Way l a nd MA J  

Re : 'Ky1berleigh ' s  C l ipboard', Nove1ber '91 : 

I agree that we of the transgender co11unity should r ise i n  
suppor t  of the lesbian 1ove1ent . And I did go back and read 
�hat paragraph again . In doi ng so , I found an erro r in you r  
J udge1ent . A �  a gay TS, I f ina that the 1ale gay co11u n i t y  
doesn't enjoy any r i ghts or acceptance . We get more publ i c  
not ice because we ' re out there bei ng vocal , but ij e  have not 
gai ned any acceptance fro, the •stra i ght soc iety• and never 
w ill .  Say 1en are d iscri1inated aga inst, j ust as 1uch as any 
1 i nority ( includ i ng lesbians and fea i nists l are . 

Also ,  the fe1inist and lesbi an 1ove1ents are really 
separate ent ities .  The 1aj or i ty of fe1in ists are 
heterosexua ls .  And although there are bars 1a inly for gay 
1en and others for lesbi ans, they bas i cally meet and hol d  
1eet i ngs at the sa1e p lace and t i ae .  ( At least that ' s  how we 
work up here in the San Franc isco bay area . ) Vou tight also 
be i nterested to k now that , l i ke a transvest ite would rather 
now be called a • crossdresser•, a new trend is s tart i ng to  
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T H E  MA K E U P  M ! R R O R  

CHOOS I NG THE R I GHT EYESHADOW 

by Val er ie Dr i sco l l 

Las t 1onth , in answer ing Melissa ' s  question about the right 
1akeup c o lor s ,  we d id not elaborate on eyeshadow colors 
because the r e  i s  1or e  to i t  than j ust your s k i n  tone. Skin 
tone deter e i nes whether you should wea r cool or war1 colors , 
of course , but you need to consi de r  other factors as we ll  
when choos i ng eyeshadow colors . 

The 1ai n t n i ng you need to cons i de r  is your eye color . 
Eyes can be any shade o f  b l ue ,  b rown , green and hazel , but 
what you don ' t want to do is 1atch the shadow to the exact 
color of you r eyes . I f  your eyes are blue or  green try gold , 
purp l e  or brown eyeshadQw .  B rown eyes sizzle with deep o lue, 
autu1n green and turquo ise . 

In oraer for these colors to look r ight on you you need 
to app ly and b l end the• properly . Re1e1ber when Susan asked 
( August '9 1 ) if she was using too 1any colors? Well , you c an 
use a lot of colors , properl y chosen and blended , to c reate 
noticeab l e  eyes . 

The br i ghtest and most i ntense color should be applied 
near the eye lash base , both upper and lower , A h ighl i ght 
colo r ,  such as iridescent pink , opens up eyes if app l ied in 
the center of the l id .  Use the darkest color in the eyelid 
c rease , extending and blending upward to 1ake the eyes look 
larger . ( Ea r th tones such as 6urgundy and brown wort best 
here . )  A bright i r i descent color j ust under the eyebrow at  
the outer edges w ill give the b rows a l ift .  

If you want to experi1ent with wild, more intense colors , 
try using the1 on the outer edges o f  the eyelids . Just 
re1e�ber to blend a l l  the outs i de edges with the earth tone 
co lors to give a f inished look . 

Nex t  1onth ,  we ' ll f in i sh answering Melissa ' s  letter fro1 
last 1onth by di scussing the facto rs that go i nto choosing 
blush color , and also how to app l y  blush differently for 
dayt i me o r  night t i me wear . Then in February 1 we ' ll go back 
to the 1ai lbox and answer 1ore of your questions . 

(Vale r ie D r i scol l , a California licensed cosmetology 
i ns t r uc tor , welcomes your questions on 1akeup . You 1ay write 
he r ,H rectly at 1 7 1 6  Andreo Ave . , Torrance CA 90501 . 
Ques tions o f  general interest will be answered in this 
column each 1onth . J  
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I F  Y O U  S E E  AN ART I CLE  ! N A NEWS P A P E R  O R  
HAGAZ I N E  A B O U T  TRAN S G E N D E R E D  B E HAV I O R O R  

F EAT U R I N G A M E M B E R  U F  T H E  GENDER  
C OMMUN I TY ,  P L EA S E  S END  I T  I N '  

" CROSS-TALK " 
P . O .  BOX 9 4 4  

WOODLAND H I LLS , C A  9 1 3 65 
OR  FAX U S  THE  A RT I C L E  AT  

( 8 1 8 )  3 4 7 -4 1 9 0  

He l p i ng my b i g  s i s ters '  metamorphos i s  over the pas t  
n i ne years , I understand the j oy ,  the tri umph and 
the frustrat i on you experi ence al ong the way . 
I am the on l y  El ectro l og i st i n  L . A .  u s i nq the 32 
mu l t i p l e - need l e  method , whi ch has proven espec i a l l y  
effect i ve and comfortabl e i n the remova l o f  coa rse 
fac i a l  ha i r .  
My sa l on i s  gay owned and operated , provi  d i  n q  a 
support i ve env i ronment to serve the many needs of 
the TV /TS co11111un i ty wi th pri de . 

Q pMARY'S 
I 

Electrolysis & Facial 
• Waxing 

(213) 651-0202/658-0913 
1344 W. Bnerty Bl •• LOI Aqela 

4 BIOcks East ot u Cienega 

rA S H I ON N O T E B O O K  

WHAT T O  PACK FOR A " N I GHT  OUT " 
by Lol a  Fatale 

Have you f ina lly gotten up enough courage to go out ,Jn the 
town? Nervous ? Don ' t  worry . "Y f irst sugges t i on to the 
nov ice TY is to carefully consider what you 1ust b r i ng cut 
w i th you . When you know that you are prepared for eve r y  
situat ion , there is  no need to worry ! Face ,  out f i t  and ha i r  
are your three 1ain  concerns , but don ' t  f o rget those gene r a l  
necess ities and don ' t  bri ng anything that is not necessa r v  

For your face , 1ou will need a stall c o1pac t . B r i ng a 
co1pact that has oose powder , because c omp ressed powde r 
will turn into a sweat cake by your second n ight out . An 
eyeshadow trio is great for freshening up your eyes . 
Naturally, you wilr a l so need to bring a lipstick and b l ush . 

In ter1s of your h1i r 1 you will def i n itel y  need a w i g  
brush o r  pick . I t  wou l d  be a good i dea t o  b r i ng w i g  pins 
j ust in case . A purse-sized h1ir spray is optional ; if i t  
would 1ake you feel 1ore co1fortable , bri ng i t 1 

For your outfit ,  you will need several t� i ngs . Just i n  
case your dress shou ld  rip , bring a few safetv pins .  C l ea r  
nail pol ish is a necessity for fi xing runs i n ' your 
stockings . Along the sa1e lines , super glue is good to have 
in c1se the heel of your shoe breaks; ear rings can a l so be 
tended w ith it . 

Before vou leave your house , confident that you are 
prepared for every 0ossib le  1ish1p , don't forget your 
general necessitiesl Your driver ' s  license ana so1e fo ri  o f  
1oney are extre1ely i1portant . "est likely 1 you should not 
bring your w1llet into the bar , because a t ipsy TY some t i aes 
forgets that she has a purse , and loses everything . If i t  
1akes you fee l  1ore secure , a l so bring a spare set o f  mal e 
c lothing in the car . 

Last 6ut not least ,  don ' t  forget to have a good t i 1e !  

THE EDI T ORIAL PAGES , C ONT I N UED 

evolve in which so1e lesb ians prefer • gay wo1en • .  
I k now that you are a heterosexual T6 , so I can unders tand 

your affinitr w ith the gay wo1en ' s  concerns . But you c an ' t 
really be a gay woaan• and neither can I .  I be l ieve that 
you 11ght be too i nfluenced by those who are both gay women 
and fe1 i nist , for they try to separate the gay and lesb i a n  
1ove1ents , which I feel is a tragedr for both . 

[Wend Seabreeze, San Jose CA J 

< Editor ' s  Reply : While  it is true that I a1 i nfluenced by 
gay f e1inist wo1en, I f ind no dra1atic shift f ro1 ay 
fe1inist leanings when I was still l i v ing as Kevin . Bu t I 
have found that there are a lot more gay wo1en who are 
supporters of the fe1inist 1ove1ent t�an I had original l y  
expected . And while i n  1any ways the gay and lesbian 
1ove1ents do work together ,  for a lot of issues they have 
separate agendas , and I have found a great deal of 
dissatisf action w ithin the lesb ian c911unity _ rega r d i ng the _ 
sta l l  gains that ga1 1en have 1ade since Christopher Str ee t  
versus the IP.parent y non-existent gains gay wo1en have 
1ade . I did ael iberate ly  over-si1plify the situation in 1y 
editorial, but I also had so1e of 1y gay wo1en f riends 
correct the 1ajor errors in 1y thought process . But at l eas t 
I 1anaged to get the 1essage ac ross that the TS com1un i t y  
•u�t suppor t  wo1en ' s  rights so that both camps can ach ieve 
aa:or guns . ) 

Y O U R  V I EWS  ON S U B J E C T S  C ON C E RN I N G T H �  
S EN D E R  C OMMUN I TY A R E  W E L C OM E  I N  T H I S  

S E CT I ON ' S  · v ax P O P U L I " C O L UMN . 
P L EA S E  W R I T E , FAX , O R  E -MA I L Y O U R  

C OMMENTS F O R  I N C L U S I ON .  

HAVE YOU ASKED A FR I END TO 
SUBSCR I BE TO " CROSS-TALK " ?  



T R A N S S E X U A L I S M A N D T H E C H U R C H : U N J U S T I F I E D M U T I L R T I O � ?  

PART S :  I S  THERE ROO" EMOU6H FOR LOVE? 
by Sr . Na r y  E l i zabe th ,  SSE 
( Cour tesy J2CP Infor1ation Services ) 

The A I DS ep i de1 i c  h as brought 1uch attention to the 
ho1osexual co11unity and debate r ages over the question of 
ho1osexuals and the i r  place in the Church . In recent months 
TV e vange l is t s  have discovered the �ender-conf l icted, 
t a r get i ng them f o r  r id i c u l e  by the Chr i stian' co11un ity and 
sp read ing inaccur ate inf ormat ion abou t  sex reassign1ent , 
pro f ess i ng tha t it is 'a s i n  aga inst God and 1an1 

. • •  'one 
cannot change 11hat Sod o rdainea• . . .  

A 1 �87 Los AnQe les D iocese Questionnti re asked a nuaber o f  
gues t 1ons concerning f u ture i rtvo l veaen o f  the D i ocese i n  
Gay and lesb i an outreach 1inistr ies . The Oiocese ' t  
Coma i ss ion o n  Hu1an Sexuality focused on ho1osexuality . 
Fo rgotten , on both the questionna ire and in Co11is1ion 
d i s c uss i ons , 11ere the gender-confl icted < or transsexual )  
co,1un i ty . . . a co11unity co1prising an esti1ated 60- to 
200 , 000 Amer i c ans . . .  A1ericans generally cut-o f f fro1 the 
Churc h ,  the i r f r iends , and f a1il ies ;  often 1ore despised and 
hated than the Say and Lesbian co11unity . 
· What i s  t ranssexua l i s1 ?  I s  i t  a s in? What can we . . .  as 

Ch r i s t i ans . . .  do to help these individuals? 
T ranssexual i s1 i s  a disturbance of gender identity , where 

indiv i dua ls exper i ence a sense of incongruency between the ir 
psycho l og i c al and the i r  anatoaica l  sex . Often confused with 
transves t i sa and ho1osexuality, it is actua lly very distinct 
from the latter . Homosexuals, who are sexual ly attracted to 
�embers of the i r  own sex , and transvestites , who 
occas i onal l y  dress in c l o thes of the opposite sex , do not 
desi re to alter their ana to1y . The transsexual , in sharp 
contrast ,  f ee ls trapped in a body of the wrong sex and seeks 
r e l ease ; ei ther through skilled surgical intervention, or 
through whatever 1eans -- includ ing suicide -- ava ilable to 
effec t i ve l y  esc ape . 

Chr ist i ans have always had difficulty co1prehending how a 
l ov i ng ,  good , and 1erc1ful Sod cou ld per1it conditions that 
are contrary to our concept of good, so t ranssexualisa 
presents a d i l em1a for us . The cause i s  unknown .  "ultiple  
theories ex ist focus ing on  whether the cause is  . P sychogenic 

or o rgan i c . In every theory , however , a p i ece o f  the puzz l e  
is m issing, and the theory f ai l s .  So , i t  i s  easy to c a l l i t  
a 's in' .  

Experience de1onstrates a consistent trend towards 
r e j ection by both fa1 i l y  and friends, harass1ent and/o r  
discr i 1 inat1on in vary i ng degrees by 1ost of soc iety , and 
1o re often than not , a refusal by 1any profess ional s to 
render aid ; either by reason of questioning the va l i d i t y o f  
such a di agnosis, o r  perhaps fear o f  potent ia l  peer and / o r  
co11un i ty sanctions . 

What can we . . .  as Christ ians . . . do to help these 
individuals? 

Rejec t ion is not the answer . The re jected ind i v idua l 
qu ickly rej ects those he or she loves the most . . .  i nc l ud i ng 
6od . '[ don't need you . . .  I don ' t  need Sod . . .  ' And , i n  the 
end they rej ect even the professional help that cou ld keep 
the• f roa 1ak ing a tragic 1 istake . . . undergo i ng unnecessa r y  
surgery . 

961 of the patients applying for sex reass i gnaent at one 
1ajor gender dysphoria treat1ent center were not 
signif icantly gender-conflicted . They were in great 
dis tress , suffering tre1endous psychological pa in . . . 
confused , and they hid been rejected by those they trusted 
and loved the 1os t . What they needed the 1ost was LOVE . Wha t  
they received was REJECTION . 

W ith all of the Bible ' s  eaphasis on LOVE -- i . e . , the 
• g reatest co11and1ent , •  'greatest virtue' -- it would seem 
t�at those of us who are intolerant of other s ,  who do no t 
show love and understanding for those that exh ibit a 
so1ewhat dif ferent life-style than our own, are v i o l at i ng  
th is basic pr i nc i ple o f  Christian ity -- LOVE . 

As Chr i st i ans we 1ust not withhold our love f ro• 
i ndiv iduals within or outside the Body of Chris t ,  s i1pl y 
because we do not understand their particular ci rcu1stan ce 
in li fe .  It is our duty to get involved . . .  to offer our 
love whtn n11d1d , 

WH ETH E R  YOU ' R E A G U Y  OR  A G I R L I I I OR  B OT H , 

ELL I OT ROGERS CAN C R EATE  T H E  P E R F E CT  S T Y L E  

F O R  Y O U R  HA I R !  

W I G  CATALOG 
1 0 0  + STYL ES 

PRECISION HAIR WORKS 

P O  BOX 4O366• SAN DIEG0.°CALI F• 92164 

644 N. Fu l ler Ave. at Melrose 

2 1 3/ 939-8936 

The Soci ety for the Second Se lf 

Tri-Ess Sorortty 

• . • for heterosexual 
crossdressers and 
thei r  fami l i es . . •  

P.O.  Box 194,  Tulare 0\. 93275 
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R O G E R  S N O T E B O O K  ij 6 3  

W I TCH  HUNT O R  CRUSADE ? 
by Roger E . Peo , Ph . D .  

The re are soae members of the gender co11un ity who are 
si1ultaneously on a w itch hunt and l ook i ng f or a 1agic wand . 
I a1 referring to the current push to persuade the American 
Psych iatric Assoc iation to remove all 1ention of gender 
concerns fro1 their " Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders • ( DSH- I I I-R ) . The ir rationale is that if 
these categories are reaoved fro• clinical defi n itions 
everyth ing w il l  suddenly be a l l r i ght . Then persons who wish 
to express non-traditional gender roles will be accepted by 
society  because they will no longer be labelled "sick' . So 
the " bad guys• are the clini �ians who havr for1a! i fe9 def ini t i ons about such behav i ors and the good g1r s are 
those who oppose such defin i t ions . 

F i r st ,  soae inforaat ion about DSN- I I I-R and the soon- to-be 
released OSH- IV . Simply f i nding def in i t i ons for any 
e1ot i ona l or behav i o ral concern l i sted here does no t  
auto1at icallf class i f y  a person with such behaviors as 
"Mentally il • ,  In f ac t  it i s  a g ross m i suse of the Ma nua l 
to mak e  s u c h  i n t e r p r e ta t i on .  To support t h i s  s t a temen t ,  I 
w i l l  quo te a t  l e ng th  f r om  the I n t r oduc t i on to OSM- I ! ! -R .  On 
page :<:< i i i t  s ta tes : " . e a1 c h  o f  the menta l  ,1 i s o r d e r s  i s  
c o n c eptua l i zed a s  a c l i nical l y  sign i ficant behavioral or 
psyc hological syndrome or pattern that occurs in a person 
and that i s  associated with present dis t ress Ca painful 
symptom )  o r  disabi lity ( 1 1�a 1 r1ent in one or 1ore i1portant 
a reas of functioning) . . .  either deviant behavior, e . g . 
olitical reli ious or sexual nor conflicts that are 

�r 1 mar 1 y e ween e 1n  1v1 ua an socie y are men al 
�isorders unless the deviance or c onflict 1s a sy1pto1 of a 
dysfunction in the person . . .  • <Emphas is is 1ine. l 

Thus , s imply expressing transgender behaviors is not 
aen tal illness . Only i f  such express ion causes the P.erson 
sign i f icant di stress would such behavior be classi f ied as a 
p r oblea that would benef i t  f ro• cl inical help . 

Even if descriptions o f  transgender behav iors were removed 
f r om DSM- I V ,  the problems fac ing the gender co11uni ty will 
not go away . In fact , I suggest that there wil l be no 
not i ceable change in  public perception and reaction . Hy 
reasoning is based on aany years  of  observation . We l i ve in 
a society that is h i ghly conflicted about huaan sexuality . 
There is the sex-negat i ve fac tion that takes the posi tion 
that i f  one forbids all d i scuss ion of sexuality and confines 
sexual behavio r to 1arriage , then the world w i ll be pure . 
Contrast that pos i t i on with aedia and advertis i ng that use 
sexual ity to sel l  p roducts and entice people to var ious 
movies and publicat i ons . Add to this the treat1ent of w01en 
as second-class cit i zens sexually, politically , and 
econoa ical l y . If you think about it ,  you can coae up with 
more divisions in our culture . 

The re are aany ways that 1e1bers o f  the transgender 
c o1munity can change society and, as a resu l t ,  ga i n  ■ore 
a cceptance of transgender feelings and behaviors. The 
s t r ategy is to c hange soc i ety 's  attitudes about huaan 
sexual i ty through educat ion . I 1ean the basic 'stuff• that 
helps people to understand and value their own sexualitr and 
the sexual ity of others. Such education has to sta r t  w i  h 
children in school , church and ho1e situations . So , get 
involved there -- work to get co1prehens ive sex educat ion in 
the various inst itutions in o ur soc i ety . Support  people who 
are work ing in this field . At the adult level , get involved 
in women's issues . Speak out against sexual discriai nation 
and harassment. Work to 1ake 1en and wo1en egual partners in 
,our society . Us ing these tactics one need not even adai t  to 
t ransgender feelings or behaviors . 

As far  as clini cal def in itions are concerned , the proble1 
is i n  their use o r  1isuse . Here the approach is to wor k  w i th 
cl i n i cians ti hel p  them understan d  gender i ssues . With this 
new i ns i ght they w ill be able to intervene appropr iately 
with those  individuals who fit the descr iptions of 
OSM- I I I-R ; that i s  those whose l ives are d isrupted by 
gender conf l icts . By speaking at professional confe rences 
and ta l k i ng to the future c l inicians , th is inf o r■ation w ill 
1 0  
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WHEN PEOPLE F I ND OUT 
by Cynthia Phillips 
Dear C�nth ia : I a1 1arr ied to a 1ale who c r ossdresses . I 
knew a out his crossdressing before we were 1arr i ed ;  th i s  i s  
the second 1arriage for botfi of us . I real l y  don ' t have a 
proble1 with the crossdressing , as I love ny husband 
regardless of what he wears. I suppose that s because of a l l  
the so-called 11acho1 1ales I have known, and the one I was 
tarried to , it is a treat to f ind a per son tha t  is kind and 
sensitive, and one I can relate to . 

We do have a proble1 that we have puzzled over for a l ong 
ti1e . Who can you tell about this lifesty le we l i ve? l a1 s o  
tired to aaking excuses to •v friends and family about whv 
they can ' t  "cole over• without �lenty of notice , or havi ng 
to 1ake sure the neighbors a ren t around when we l eave the 
house w ith 1y husbana 'dressed'. "Y husband says he i s  used 
to i t  and thi s  is the way it i s  when you have an unusual 
lifestyle . But I really don ' t like living a • secret •  life 
like th is .  Do you have any suggestions? ijhat do other 
crossdressers and their fa■ ilies do about this? --P . F .  

Dear P . F . : Unfortunately , people do f ind out , and you rea l l y  
never know how they wil l react to this . I can g i ve you a f ew 
general i t ies. Woaen accept i t  better than aen . ( Un less , of 
course , it ' s  your ■other , who p robably never thought anyone 
was . good enough for you anyway , and who w ill probably th i nk 
he 1s a 1onster ! )  

Friends and relat ives can be roughly divided into two 
groups -- ones who handle it badly, get very upset and 
(hopefully ) never have anything furtfier to do w ith you ; and 
f r iends and relatives who will be ( initially ) ver y  curious , 
and ask a lot o f  guestions, soae of which you 'll w i sh they 
hadn ' t !  But out of this second group can co1e soae of your 
best friends and supporters . 

I t  is p robably a good i dea to keep any employer fro• 
finding out . 

Neigfibors? Well , if you l i ve in a typical ne i ghborhood as 
1ost of us do , i t  is go ing to be diff icult to keep it a 
secret . So1e neighbors are j ust cur ious and really think 
ther need to know everything about  your life . Some really 
cou d care less . The best tack to take is to be car e ful ,  and 
try not to r ub people ' s  noses in it . But re1e1ber : In the 
long run , you have to run your life as YOU see f it .  

Cfiildren present a speci al proble■ . Some people te ll the 
( CONTINUED NE X T  P A G E ) 

slowly be aisse■inated . 
One last thing about changing or eli1inat ing the 

def i n i tion, in OSN- IY . W i thout ch1ng1ng how soc iety deals 
w ith huaan sexual ity , the clinic ians w i ll be no d i f ferent , 
except that they now have no way to under stand the cl i ents 
who are struggling w i th transgender behav iors that society 
still does not understand nor acce�t . 

The hard thing about these ■ethods is that thev take 
co11it1ent in your everyday l i f e .  Further , it wil l  tak e t i ree 
to take a change . They are not as glaaorous as try i ng to 
change soae definitions i n  a book . 

So, the re are no bad guys nor good girls and there i s  no 
1agic  wand . I f  you want soc iety to treat you w i th respe c t ,  
then you have to go about the verI diff icult j ob of help i ng 
the1 understand huaan sexuality . t is not easy , for the 
situa t i on we are in  today has taken a long t i1e to deve l>Jp . 
Ther� are ■any people who w i ll fight Y,OU every step of the 
way because they are f rightened by sexualitv . In tne end , i f  
you succeed , our society can be a bette r  ana healthier 
place . 

[ If you have soaeth ing you would like Dr . Peo t ,, � r i t e ; .� .: . ·, 
or have a rebuttal send it to P . O .  Box 4887 , Poughk eeps i e .  
NY 1 2602 o r  c a l l 19 1 4 )  452-8405 . A l l co11un 1 c a t i o ns a r e  
c onf iden t i a l . Th is c o l um n  may be reo r 1 n ted i n  a n y  � a n -9 · 0 ;  
o rgan i zat i on's news l e tte r  so long a s  D r . PeiJ ' s  name a nd 
adaress appear in the repr inted ver s i on .  Al l othe r s  �ust 
obtai n  w ritten approval . )  
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THE SAT I R I CAL SKEPT I C  
by R i c k y  Hunt 

He l p !  I ' 1  overdosed on TV newslet ters , 1agaz i nes, books and 
handouts . � i fe has been busy of late , and {· ust about 
eve r y t h i ng I found i n  the P . O .  Box �a� got . en tossed into a 
p i le at . t �e b a c k  of the c l oset ,  awa 1 � 1ng t 1 1e to read 1t . So 
the hol i day weekend came and I had t 1 Me to dress up , lay 
bac k  and read . I read i t  all at f i r s t ,  then found �yself 
sk ipp ing around a b i t ,  then j uap i ng over whole ar t i c les 9n 
the tit le alone . A f te r  the 5 th report o f how the convention 
went , the 1 4 th d iscussion on how to tell the 
w i fe/k ids/parents/1ailman, the 28th persona l h istory and 
u1pteenth a rgument abou t  what word we should use to ident i f y  
wh i c h  gradat ion o f  a 1an i n  wo1an 's c lo thes , so1eth ing 
snapped and I ran screa1 ing fro1 the roo1 w ith sk irt flying , 

Anx i ous to restore ;y g r i p  on reality , however tenuous , I 
made lunch and sat down with the latest issue of ' The 
Skep t i cal I nquirer • for a goo

_
d dose of co11on sense . Perhaps 

you are not fam i l iar w i th the Skept i cal 1ove1ent ; I fear 
mos t peop le  aren ' t. SI is the journal of The Co11it tee for 
S c ient i f ic I nvest i gation for C laims of the Paranor1al , a 
na1e begg ing for a

_
n acrony1 i f  I ever heard one . As I began 

to think of i t ,  a crossdresser has to be skept ical to 
sur vive . There a re  so 1any pathways to fantasy in our world 
i t 's har d  to k eep things stra ight . 

So what i s  a Skeptic with a cap ital 'S ' ?  S i1ply �tated, a 
Sk epti c  i s  one who demands that any cla i1 to anyth ing be 
bac ked up with p roof , and that any extraordinary c l a � •  
( UFOs , 1 i r acle hea t i ngs, ESP, etc . )  be backed w ith r i gorous 
proof s before be ing accepted . Simple to state, sure , l ike •a 
c r ossdresser wears the clothes of the opposite sex' , but as 
coaplex in  real i ty as the ins and outs of TV/TS behavior . 
This need o f  ext raordinary proof of extraordinary clai•� 
app l ies to c rossdressing 1 n  the 1 inds of eost people . Like 
i t  our not our society 1s irrational on the subj ect of sex , 
and crossdressing i s  autoaatically lu1ped in the 'perverted 
sex' categor y  w iihout thought . Educat ion has helped , but we 
s till neea to present that extraordinary proof to the 
outside world . 

This skeptic has had t �oub\e swallow ing so1e of th� ads 
I ' ve f ound in TV/TS publicat ions . Then I read an article 
about your personal colors , or the way to 1ake yourse l f  up , 
and f ind the oppos ite advi ce in an ar t icle f ro1 another 
sour c e . And pardon me if I say that you needn ' t  be a Skept i c  
t o  gag at 1ost o f  the T V  fiction ava ilable . 

You had better 9e a skeptic abo�t your appearance 9ef ore . 
going out i n  publ i c . One o f  the f i rst rules of skept i cis1 1s 
Y.OUr personal i nvolvement w ill bias your j udgaent . I f  you 
don ' t have an unbiased outs ide op� n ion before yo� leave , 
there is so1eone out there that w ill be glad to 1nfor1 you 
about all your 1 istakes , believe me . Then there ' s all the 
psychological advice ava ilable . Tell the k i ds , don ' t . tell 
the kids , how to break the news , CDs are spec 1ali thi s  
su r vey says one thing , the next says so■ething e se . How the 
dev i l  do you sort it out ? 

l can ' t  tell you that in a sen tence , but what I can tell 
you is that a f ter reading SI for a few years, I have 
painlessly ga ined the tools to .sort the sense fro1 the . 
nonsense . Tne interplay of cla 1 1 ,  response , countercla 1 1 ,  on 
such d i verse sub jects and ani1al intelligence , aedical 
quackery, the effects of heavy ■eta! rocf , crystals an� 
other new age trappings begins to teach you what quest ions 
to ask .  then in the next issue the letters colu1n challenges 
what was in the last i ssue. One of the th i ngs I f i nd 1ost 
interes t ing is the account s  of 'classic' frauds of the past . 
By k now ing what has happened before, you are less likely to 
be fooled in the f uture . 

For those of our sisters involved in educat i ng the public , 
the sa1e techniques used to counter false clai1s of the 
paranor1al apply to counter ing f alse infor1at ion about 
c r ossdressing . I k now th is co luan has st rayed fro• . 
crossd ress i n g ,  but we can ' t stay dressed all our l i fe .  You 
i i ght pay a vis it  to you local l ibrary and check  out a copy 
o r  two of S I , and wh i ;e you ' re there ,  plant a �ard for 
T r i -Ess in the card f ile to hel p  a s ister look i ng for 
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kids and so1e would rather d ie than tell thea < and a lot D O  
d ie without ever hav ing done so l .  I f  a c hild feels he  i s  
part of the fa1ily and the fa1ily •secrets• are his to  k eep 
to hi1self, ther1 is  no prob\e1. On the . oth�r ha�d , some 
children can ' t b1 told anyth ing . They w ill 1 11ed iatel ¥ r u n  
to the nearest person and tell every th i ng they know . , h i s , 
of course, is a separate proble1 wh ich needs to be taken 
care of -- because , sooner or later the k ids w i l l  p robab l y  
f ind out, one way o r  the other . . Better ;o 1ake i t  yo�r way . 

One th ings I have discovered 1s that . i f  YO� ( the . w i fe o r  
S . 0 . ) don ' t see1ingly have a proble1 w ith this ,  f r iends, 
relatives , etc . won ' t .  You w i ll f ind that you set the aood 
for so1eone accepting or not . I f  you take a li ghthea r ted , 
' no big deal' attituae, you w ill f ind others acceet i ng you r 
lead . You certainly do NOT want to appear as the . pu t upon '' 
part o f  the relationship . "aki ng ex;uses _ and act ing 
apologet i c  towards a part of your life w i th your mate 1 s  no t  
the war to 1ake understand ing easier. Ny approach h�s � l �ays 
been , Yes, 1y husband is a crossdresser . . .  wouldn t 1 t  be 
interest ing to know what unusual lifestyles other peop le 
lead?' 

The fina l answer to all this is : I n  the long r un i t  r ea l l y  
isn ' t  anybody else ' s business how you lead your l i f e ,  as 
long as 1 t  doe1n 1 t hurt anyone else . 

[Cynth ia Ph illips is ■ar ried to a crossdresser and is 
i nvolved with two gender support group� ;n Texas 1 as w� l l  as 
being the current wives and partners l ia ison to the T r 1 -Ess 
boara of directors . You 1ay wr ite her w ith co11ents or 
suggestions for future colu1ns at P . O . Box 1 7 ,  Bu l verde TX 
78T63 . l  

infor1ation . I f  you want to go whole hog , send $25 to " The 
Skeptical Inqu irer• , 3 1 59 Bailey Avenue ,  Buf falo , NY 1 42 1 5  
for a subscript ion . After all , it ' s  so1eth 1ng to read unt i l  
the next issue of "C ross-Talk ' gets there ! 
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TRANSSEXUAL PREGNANT AFTER OPERAT I ON :  A 23-year-old wo■an 
who was born 1ale is now an expectant 1other, after a F rench 
c l in i c  t ransp l anted reproduct ive organs as par t of her sex 
reass 1 gnftlen t . 

Joseph ine M i c helet says she has been ' f l oati ng o n  cl1Jud 
n i ne' s ince she learned that t he t ransp lanted organs had 
resulted in her p regnancy . Her husband, Andre , had fal len i n  
l o ve � i th the p retty brunet te when she was still only 
dress i ng as a wo■an . He p resen ted her w i th a two-carat 
engage1ent r i ng the day they received notice that doctors 
haa approved tne sex-change surgery . 

D r .  Gustave Cote l l e ,  the surgeon who perfor1ed the 
t ransp l ant , says Josephine will have to undergo a Cesarean 
section to g i ve birth , since she still has a ■ale pel vis ,  
too narrow for a child to sgueeze through . But he adds that 
the � icheletes should be ab le to have as 1any children as 
they want . [ " Sun" ] 

TEACHER MAKES BOY DRESS L IKE A G IRL : The parents of a 
f irst-grade boy who was f orced to •arch around the 
schoolyard wear ing a dress and bonnet are de■anding the 
disiissal of the teacher who dev ised the dress-up 
discip l ine . 

Six-year-old To11y F r y  was given the punish1ent after h is 
teacher caught hi• in the gi r ls'  bathroo1 .  His parents say 
the pun ishaent had a trau,atic effect on their son , who 
doesn ' t want to go bac k  to school anyaore because o f  
continued teasing fro■ classaates . His dad, taxi driver 
S i aon Fry says nis son • wonders if he's a bar or a girl' . 

Officials at the school in Southaapton, Eng and say the 
teacher has been repriaanded and the inc ident is now a 
c l osed 1atter. [ 'Sun • J 

W ISCONSIN  BOY TURNS I NTO GIRL AFTER BEING H IT BY BASEBALL : A 
9-year-old Wiscons i n  boy e1erged fro1 a three-day coma 
caused by the b l ow  to h i s  head fro1 a basebal l  . . .  as a 
little g i rl !  

Buster "cCarthy, who now i nsists on being cal led Vanda, 
has given up rough-and-tu1bl e play in favor of p laying 
dress-up in gi r ls '  clothes , hai r  bows and his ■othe r ' s  
j ewelry . His parents say he now talk s with a high voice and 
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gets upset when called oy his 1ale na■e . 
At f i rst doctors thought Buster/Wanda ' s  behav i o r  was a 

pass ing del usion, but after 1 3  10nths o f  therapv f a iled ta  
convince Buster that he' s a boy , the exper ts now re co11end 
sex-change surgery for the gender-confused ch i ld .  

( " Week l y  Wor l d  Ne�s • J  
BEST LOOK I N '  GAL IN TOWN . , . IS A GUY : A 22-year-o ld  1an who 
1anaged to fool all the judges in a local beauty pageant was 
cal led •a drea1 wo■an• by tne pageant di rector , who says i t  
wouldn't be right to take the pri ze 10ney back , even a f t e r  
the winner confessed "her• true sex . 

Nichael Zieg ler, who was described by one of the j udges as 
having 'long blonde hair , 1es1er i zin9 eyes , and long , 
wel l -shaped legs• told pageant officials shortly after 
winning that sne was s t i l l  technically a 1an, even though 
she haa begun sex-change procedures . 

" ichelle ,  as she prefers to be ca l led , is treated as a 
woman by everrone in the 6erian town of Bayreut h ,  even by 
the 1ale popu ace, who take passes at her at the local pub . 
She says she never set out to fool anyone, wh i ch is why she 
confessed the truth shortly after winning the N iss Bay reu t h  
pageant . t "News Extra ·  J 

THE BEAUTY PA6EANT WHERE ALL THE 6 IRLS ARE NALE : A Tha f l aiid 
beauty pageant that features stunning beauties in  sw i1sui ts 
and f o r1al evening gowns has as its goal . . .  detera in i ng 
which contestant 1s  the ■ost beautiful 1an ! 

One 36-24-36 brunette bo■bshell says that all the 
contestants in the annual transvestite pageant dress l i k e  
wo■en, yet •are proud o f  our 1ascu l i nity• . One fe1ale 
Br itish travel agent in the audience sa i d  the contestants 
" look better than 1e or any of ■y gir l f riends in bath ing 
suits• . Pageant off icials  conduct rigid physical 
exa1inations , including drug test ing ,  to ensure that a l l  the 
contestants are actually ■ales . Any contestant caught tar. i ng 
fe1ale hor1ones is auto■atically disqua l ified . 

The pageant is a 1ai' or event for the seaside resort o f  
Pijttaya1 which is wel -known fo r  its infa1ous red l i gh t  d1st r 1 c � .  r • sun ' J  
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A LETTER FROM THE PUBLI S HER 

D e a r  Sub s c r i b e r s , Adve rt i s e rs , and Fri end s : 

No doub t you have  no t i c ed tha t our pub l i c a t i on s chedul e s  for l a s t  mon t �  
a nd t h i s  mon t h  we re aga in  de l ayed . Whi l e  my po l i cy o f  refus ing t o  
" a p o l o gi z e "  f o r  t h e s e  de l ay s  i s  s t i l l  in  e ffec t ,  I fee l tha t an  exp l ana t i o l'"l  
i s  r e qu i r ed none t he l e s s . 

Al t hough the re  wa s a t emporary break in my emp l oyment , i t  di d no t � f fe c t  
ca s h  f l ow t o  t h e  poi nt  whe r e  publ i c a t i on and ma i l ing could no t take p l a c e . 
Howev e r ,  my c a r  wa s t o ta l l ed in a t r a f fi c  a c c i dent November 8 ,  l e av i ng me 
t o us e  the RTD bus for mo s t  of my transpor t a t i on for the fore s e e ab l e 
futur e . Thi s ha s made pi cking up "Cro s s -Ta lk" from the prin t e r s  and t a k i ng 
i t  t o  t h e  po s t  o f fi c e  ve ry erra t i c , s ub j e c t  t o  the ava i labi l i t y o f  o the r 
trans por t a t i on .  

I woul d l i ke t o  t hank �ar en Michae l s , Franc ine Ha shiguchi , And i e  Vavrek , 
Chry s t ine  Jul i an , Jul i a  Burke , Teri Lynn C l emons , and Sabrena Ann Smi th  
for prov id ing trans por ta t i on on vari ous o c ca s i ons  in the  pa s t  month , 
a l l owing me t o  ge t bus ine s s done ( bo t h  for "Cro s s -Ta lk" and Tri -t:s s ) . 

The January 1 9 9 2  i s s ue wi l l  a l s o  be de l ayed , but the trans porta t i on probl em  
wi l l  no t b e  the ent i r e  rea s on .  We  have wi thin the  pa s t  s evera l wee k s  
ins t a l l ed a de s k t o p  publ i s he r  o n  t h e  ma in  "Cro s s -Ta lk" comput e r , whi c ;1 wi l l  
no t on l y  improve our qua l i ty ( inc lud ing chang ing t o  a l arger , more  reada b l e  
typ e fa c e ) ,  but s t r eaml ine t h e  proc e s s of  a s s embl ing each month ' s i s sue .  
Howe v e r , a t  thi s wri ting we have no t ins ta l led  the new print e r  and I 
ant i c i pa t e  s ome de l ays  whi l e  we g e t  tha t c r i t i c a l  component ope ra t ing 
prop e r l y  wi th the  new s of twar e . 

On the  bri g h t  s ide , thi s de l ay wi l l  keep u s  from ge t ti ng caught in  the  
ho l iday ma i l  cru s h  • . .  

Next month  wi l l  a l s o  s e e  the firs t ins t a l lmen t  of  the new comi c tha t we 
have been  advc rt i s in3 s ince July . Whi l e  I d on ' t  want t o  give away  the  
ent ire  p l o t in advance , the main chara c t er wi l l  be a t ruly tran s gendered 
superhero . I am for tuna t e  t o  have a t a l ented  art i s t  working wi th  □e on 
thi s pro j e c t , and we hope you en j o y  fo l lowing the t a l e  as i t  unfolds  in 
fu tur e i s s ue s . 

I a p pr e c i a t e  your c ontinued suppo r t  and your 
unavo i da b l e  de l ay s . My cont inued promi s e  t o  
the  hi gh e s t-qua l i ty news l e t �er pos s i b l e , and 
rec eive every i s sue s he paid  for . 

unders tanding o f  the s e  
you i s  tha t I wi l l  produc e 
t ha t  every subs criber  wi l l  

Kymber l e i gh Meg�ann Ri chard s 

( P . S . ? l e a s e  a c c e p t  my wi s he s  for  a happy ho l i day  s ea s on . Merry Chri s tma s 
t o  my Chr i s t i an fr i ends , Hap py Chanukah to  my Jewi s h  fri ends , and 
Ha ppy  New Yea r  1 9 9 L  to a l l ! ) 

----- ---- ----- ---------- ------ ----- -
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by KAREN ANN MICHAELS 

P U L L I N G NO P U N C H L I N E S  

T I PS FOR APPEAR I NG I N  PUBL I C  
br Linda Bu ten 
( rot • tnnerY iew' , Cross-Port ) 

This artic le i s  w r i t ten especia l l y  for those who have never 
cote out , ret plan to in the near f uture .  

How shou d you dress? Well , first we ask that you do 
choose one sex or the other . If you choose feaa le , then you 
1ust decided if you want to be a girl, wo1an , or s lu t . 

"ost transvesti tes dress either as a wo1an o r  a s lut . I f  
i t  is the wo1an look you desire, j ust get so1ethino f rom 
your 1other ' s  or wife s closet . It 1ust , however , 5e a 
dress. Don ' t  worry if it doesn ' t  f it ;  we're 1ostl y par t- t ime 
g i rls, and I doubt if anY,one would notice . You 1ay wan t to 
shave your legs . If you aon ' t , j ust sav you do . Nobodv c an 
te 1 1  in the dark anyway . But i f  you do; � lease w ipe o r  f my 
blood that is dr ipp ing f ro■ your legs before cot i ng . One 
t iae we had a gir l  wa lking around w i th bloody legs a l l  
night , and everyone l aughed behind her bac k .  

Don ' t  forget your f ace . We don ' t  like the half-n-ha l f  
look , so shave off any big blobs of hair . Nak eup i s  ver v 
i■por tant , so put lots ana lots on . No 1atter how thic � · i t  
1ay look , so1eone w ill still outdo you . Please , no heavy 
blue eyeshadow . We don ' t want you to look l ik e  a t raap . foo 
this off w i th some cheap per fu1e and p l enty o f  scarlet r ed ' 
lipstick .  If you ' re not the prettiest girl there, you ' l l  at 
least be in contention for the Ta11y Bakker look-a l i ke 
contest . 

Pick a long hair w i g ,  and 1ake sure your own hair is al l  
tucked away . I f  rou have t i1e, brush it . [ f  not , don't wo r r v  
about those s1al details . I f  you have a thi rteen-year-o l d · 
daughter, you aay want to borrow one of those fancy bows to 
plop in you r  hair . 

Nore i1portantly , all transvest i tes 1ust wear sexy 
underwear .  You never know when you 1ay be i n  a car wrec k , 
and you don ' t want to get e■bar rassed if they see that you 
are wear ing Fruit of tne Looas under that fancy dress . An 
exa1ple would be stockings held up w ith garters .  I f  you 
don ' t  own a bone-crunching corset , then an extra tight  b r a , 
gir dle, and waist p incher ■ay be used . After all , we don ' t  
want to j ust look like girls ,  we want to f eel l i ke them too . 

Also , aake  sure your finger tips are covered w ith some 
br ight red Lee �ress-on nails . This i s  very i1portant , 
because if they re  not, you 1ay be cal led a TS , or even 
worse , a Signif icant Other . 

If you l iKe jewelry, here ' s  your b ig chance to show o f f  
your cub ic z irconia collection . That ' s  one thing about 
today ' s  fashion ; the 1ore you wear, the better . Hell , you 
e ight as well wear everything you own, you tigh t not get out 
for a long ti■e . 

If you want to go the slut r oute , j ust thi nk blonde , 
shor t ,  high, and leather . For your entrance , you nay want to 
get one of those f luf fy white coats .  "ake sure to l eave i t  
unbuttoned so everyone will get a gli111pse o f  those f abu l ou; 

( C O N T I N U E D  N E X T P A G E ) 
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l egs and shiny six- inch pu1ps . For a lit tle added effect , 
you aay want to fool everyone by taking t ape and pu l l ing 
you r  skin toge ther to f o r t  a love valley on your c hest . Of 
course, no one w ill be lieve this old tr ick, and everyone 
w il l know you ' re i n  pain since we all tried it ourselves a t  
l east once . 

I f  you ' re TS , you 1ay want to come as a real gir l .  That 
look wou l d  be blue jeans and a sweat shirt .  Beware though , 
you aay be p i c ked up by the pool cue-tot ing lesbians or soae 
b i g  aacho dyke . On the other hand , if you are caught in a 
d ress , you May be called a transvest ite , heaven forb id .  

I f  you a re trying to pass , you 1us t f i rs t  approach the bar 
and per ch  your  l itile ru1p (or l arge ru1p if you have one of 
those F rederick ' s  of Hollywood f ake butts) on the stool . 
Mak e sure you c ross your legs and show a l it t le knee 
( another TV necessity , and also a good way to pract ice so 
tha t  when you dr i ve home you can p lay w ith the horny truck 
d r i vers ) . Now o r der soae sissy d r ink f ro• the bra . I f  you do 
d r ink bee r , please no straws . 

However you dress i s  not i mportant . We only want vou to 
enj oy yourself and 1ake a few f r iends . But wh ile there , 
watch out for the sti c k y  spots on the f loor and poss ible 
Lounge Lizards . 

G E T  R F R I E N D T O  S U B S C R I B E ,  
R ll ll  R F R E E  M O N T H  T D  Y O U R  

O U N  S U B S C R I P T I O N !  
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DETAIL S  ON PAGE 1 7  
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ff G N O S T I C U I E U  O F  T R R N S G E N D E R I S M 

by Wendi Seabreeze 

I k now you 1ay be thinking " what is Wend i  up to now 1 •  o r  
' what i s  she go i ng to unload on us this t i ■e? ' Relax ! I 
s i 1 p l y though� i t  would be i nteresti ng to p robe the depths 
of where ' g ir l s ' like us 1ay have sprung f ro1 .  That see1s to 
be the two m i l l i o n  dol lar quest i o n :  WHY ARE WE? 

Of c ourse , as you ' ve learned by now, the answer isn ' t the 
sar1e f o r  each one o f  us . Whateve r  reason you have for why 
you r fe11e self  endures , I '• del ighted you ' re paci f ied w i th 
that k nowledge and real i zat ion . However , don ' t  forsake 1e 
yet .  You just may be fasc inated by this article . 

Be fore I begin I 1ust c lar i fy a few essent ial po ints. 
F i r s t ,  I wish ali o f  you to under stand that I use the ter1 
• t ransgender• to include everyone i n  our coherent co11un i ty ,  
f roa tne par t- t i 1e c loset queen and casual crossdresser s, 
t h r ough the " d r ag queens' to the var ious s tage, o f  the 
transgender i s t  and the full-blown transsexual . We could also 
i n c lude soae p rofess i onal F i s  and so1e others who ' ve taken 
on  special labels . So what I want you to know -- even though 
it 1ay be c onfus i ng -- is that 1y i n terpretation o f  
" t ransgender i sm • enfolds us all . 

Now that you understand thist soae of you are p robably 
wonder ing what a "gnost ic' is . o save you the ti1e and 
ef f o r t  of thu1bing through a dict ionary or encyclopedia , 
I ' ll g i ve you the def i n i t i o n : ' 6nostis1 1 is derived fro1 the 
6 r eek word gnost i k os ( one who has gnos i s  o r  knowledge ) ,  and 
i s  a ter1 used by 1odern  day scholars to des i gnate a 
rel ig i ous �ovement � i th which the Christian cnurch came in 
c ontac t in late antiquity . For an exa1ple , the Freeaasons , 
Hunas , and Essenes were 6no st ic in practice . They possessed 
a h i gher "di v i ne• co1prehens ion of life on this planet, our 
i nne r selves , a nd the cos1os . 

Whi le I ' 1  not c l a i 1 ing to have a div i ne knowledge on the 
sub je c t o f  transgenderis1, I s imply want you to look at your 
l i festyle f ro1 tna t  same ethereal perspec t i ve ,  to learn why 
your f em1e se lf ab i de s  in both the spir itual and aaterial 
worlds . The idea is to learn f ro■ unconventional sources . 

Not long ago , I watched an a fternoon talk show panel 
debate the mo ra lity of hoaosexuali ty .  One partic ipant 
c l a i �ed that homosexuals were abno r 1al , and used the Bible 
and o ther rel i g ious script as the basis for his thesis . I 
wondered : If ho1ose:itUali ty i s  abnoraal , why hat it been 
a r ound since the dawn of aan? I t  WAS conde1ned by soae of 
the autho rs of the Bible, b ut does this 1ake it atyp i cal , 
outland i sh and bizarre? NO ! I t  only reaf firas how ordinary 
and normal ho1osexuality really is . It was only because 
homosexuals are d i f ferent that t�ey have been branded and 
f reaks and persecuted . 

How does th i s  rel ate to transgenderis1? Well , if gays and 
lesbians have been around for t�ousands of years , t�en it 
c an  be assumed that t ran5genderis1 was , also . 

In many way s ,  our l i fe5tyle parallels the ho1osexuals ' .  
The heterosexual c rossdresser knows this a l ready . . .  but 
exactly how has this coae to be? Why is it that , in the 
�ords o f  Ray Davies , 'g i rls w ill be boys and boy5 wi l l  be 
girls" ? I've answered part of the 1ystery in •r previous two 
ar t i c les 'A Reason of  Being• ( August '90 ) and Evidence o f  a 
Fe1in i ne Pastl i fe '  ( June ' 9 1 ) ,  but in this article we w ill 

Good Neighbors Thrift Store 
2700 W. Magnolia. Burbank. CA 9 1 505  
(8 1 8) 566-n0 l 

Good Neighbors Inc. Is a nonprofit organization which 
raises money to support hospice and health care 

programs for people with AIDS. 
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journey back in time and d iscover the or igins  o f  
transgende r i s1 . 

To expla in 1y hypothes is ,  I 1ust first i i ve you an 
understanding of the 'her maphrodi t i c  gene that m i gh t  be 
p resent in 1any of us . This hereditary gene obv ious l y  had to  
be passed on f ro1 a her1aphrodite -- a liv i ng organ is1 
possess i ng both tale and f e1ale reproductive o rgans . ( We '  1 1  
get bac k io that later . )  

The Gnos t ic s  and Theosophists have w r itten o f  the 
her1aphrodite . I n  the i r  literature it all began sever a l  
1 illion years ago when The 'Elder Race o f  T 1 tan5• i n  the i r  
fourth-d1 fflensionai l ight for1s , began to experiment w i th the 
five e leaents ( fi re ,  water 1 a i r ,  eiher and earth ) .  �ost o f  
the 1yth1 and legends written in all cultures happened 
duri ng th is • f irst era' of 1ank i nd .  Thi s  was the per i od o f  
tria l and error b y  the fourth-di1ensi onal bei ngs ( angels ) 
with third-di1ens 1onal substances and f o r as . Tne verv f i r s t  
third·di 1ensional 1an/wo1an , who w.s c reated eons be f o re 
'Taung Child' ( A . africanus ) was rea lly a herMaph r od i te �ho 
bo re c hildren f ro1 w ithin i tself . These asexual hu1an be i ngs 
actual l y  preceded "Ada• and Lil ith' , who was the mode l 
gonochor ist ( producing offsprin g  through male and f e1al e  
fertilization) .  

After thousands of rears the gonochor ist mult ip l ied , and 
then slaughtered and breeded-out • almost to obl i vion every 
her1aphroaite . Only through anc ient east and west 1ytho l ccy 
c an we find tr aces o f  th is f i r s t  hu1an . One �h i c h  is wa r • �  
ment i on i ng i s  Her maph r oditus ( f rom which the ac tu a l  • a r c  ,a ' 
der i ved ) ,  a bei ng bo r ne o f  Hermes 

Today hertaphrodites s t i l l  e x i s t  in many forms .  �est of 
the f lowe r i ng plants and i n ver tebrate anima l s  such as 
0arthwor 1s ,  snat' l s  and slugs can reproduce through sel f 
fer t il 1zat 1on. here are arso a few  f ish that p roduce eggs 
as well .s sper1. However ,  the overwhel1 ing nu1ber of 
vertebrate specie5 , like rept i les , birds and 1a11als a re 
gonochorist .  So in the evolut i o nary sense ,  her1aph rod i t i s m  
1s the pri ■it ive fora of sex dist ribut ion ,  out of which 
gonochoris1 arose (hence the allegory o f  Ada1 ' s  rib ) . 

Now that you know the origin of the hermaphrodit i c  gene , 
would l i ke you to lea rn how it was oddly distributed a1ong 
the huaan race . Soae of this is st i l l . 1ys tery , but I wou l d  
like to  sc ientifically <or 1etaphysically) explain . 

What is . known is that the morta l her1aphrodite of today i s  
sterile and can be c la5s if ied accordi ng to the prevailing 
co1binations of sexual d i fferent iat ion cr i teria ( psuedo-
1ale , psuedo-feaale , tile psuedo-her1aphrodi t e ,  f e■ale 
psuedo-her1aphrodite , and v irgin true hermaphrodite ) .  

I t  is •Y belief that so1e or U5 are psuedo-males and 
fe1ales po5sessing the her1aphrodite gene . Being endowed 
w ith this gene a1ong5t our chro1oso1es causes tne 1ale to be 
psuedo·1a1e 1 hence ef fe1inate . Thus soae of us (but not a l l )  
aren't real y ■en a t  al l ,  because we are so i dent i f ied with 
the fe1in ine es5ence . We posse5s the cytogeni c  sex of a 
feaale, but the priaary and secondary sex characterist ics of 
a 1ale . Our hor1ona l type 1ay be 1ale or mixed 1ale/ fema l e . 
This exists within the hu1an population in the rat io o f  one 
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A G N O S T I C  V I E W  OF T G i s m  

i n  every 2000 , or calculated out , at least 1 30 , 000 
psuedo-1ales in the United States alone . I f we take into 
cons iderat ion that there are other fac tors that produce a 
t r ansgenderist, that nu1ber could double .  

' What does this mean to _ 1e ? �  you 1ay ask. Well, i ;  1eans 
tha t · desp i te soc iety ' s  reJec t ion o f  us , h i sto r y ,  sc ience , 
1a thema t i c s  and our Gnost i c  att itude p roves other� ise .  We 
a re a seg1ent of  the human r ace that has not yet been 
i den t i f i ed ,  and 1ore abundant than you 1ight think . Add to 
the calculat i on above the one i n every 2000 1ales that is a 
psuedo-her1aphrod ite ( c ytogen i c  sex 1ale , gonads na le , 
sec ondary sex characteris t i cs f emale , hor1ona l type fe1ale 
o r  a i xedl . Interesting? 

How c an you use th i s  knowledge? F i rs t ,  i f  you believe you 
possess th is gene , i t  should be so1ething you can be proud 
o f , f o r  within you lives the legac y o f a forgotten race. You 
c an appear androgynous , 1ale o r  f e1ale , free to l i ve the 
gender o f  your c no i ce ,  without hav ing to expla in your 
ac t i ons in terms of soc iety ' s  c oncep t i on of sex (gender) 
orien tation . Simply put , you have an excuse for  wny you are 
l i ke you are , i f  you believe iou need one . 

Sec ond , understanding this thi rd gender' of the hu1an 
race g i ves you the po�er to intelligently proceed w i th your 

person1 l t r1nsfor1at ion . Within rou is the gene that c an 
change yo u  phys ically , i f you al ow it to . i i  thin you r  
pitu i tary gland is the hor1onal substances that affect you r 
1ind and body . ( I ' ll expand on this tra in of though t i n  m y  
next arti cle . l 

The revelat ion of the Gnost i c  v iew of t ransgender i s1 c a n  
open the gates to a beautiful and aagn i f i c ent  eode o f  l i v i n g  
by liberat i ng you to experience fem i ninity . 

A few months ago, we announced the availabil ity o f  a ne� 
paper on transgendered behav ior through Texas ' Bou l ton a nd  
Park Society . Now co■es word that B I  P are sponsor i n g  a 
full-blown research paper on the subJect , with prel i 1 1 na r y  
results due i n  late 1992 or early 1993. ' Cross-Tal k "  has 
agreed to cover ·  the cost of 1ak ing cop ies of a ten-page 
guest ionna i re available for those of our readers who wou l d  
like to participate i n  the study . T o  receive i t ,  p lease sena 
a sel f -addressedL sta■ped ( 29C l 1 10  envel ope to the ' C r c ss
Talk' P . O .  Box .  rlease DO NOT send requests for the 
quest i onna ire to Boulton I Park , as the i r  funds a r e  
understandably li1 ited . 

THE 'SET A FRIEND TO SUBSCRIBEt 6ET A FREE ISSUE FOR 
YOURSELF' OFFER CON INUES . . .  

As ' Cross-Talk ' continues to expand its readership in the 
nat ional gender coa1unity , we are always aware that there 
are potent ial subscribers who we don ' t  reach through our 
existing aarket ing ,  but who our p resent readers have regular 
contact w ith . 

aany copies of the fora as you have friends and 
correspondents, and aake it a po int to hand one to the1 when 
next you se1 thea , or enclose one with your next letter to 
thea . 

We k now you enjoy and appreciate ' C ross-Talk '  . . .  a fter all, 
you ' re reading this , aren ' t  you? What we would like i s  for 
you to share your enthusias1 with your friends and 
correspondents in the 9ender co11unitY. . And we do like to be 
able to say 'thank you when so1eone does get one of their 
fr iends to subscribe, so our ' f ree issue' offer continues . 

Here ' s  how it works .  Si■ply write , type ,  or otherwise 
inscribe your four-d ig it subsc riber nu1ber < f ro■ the upper 
le f t hand corner of tfie 1ailing label) into the brackets in 
the lower right hand corner of the fora below . Now xerox as 

I f  they subscribe , we ' ll look up the four-digit nu1ber and 
extend that subscript ion by on1 i ssue . There is no li1it on 
the nuaber of extensions any subscriber can get in th i s  
o f fer ,  so  feel f ree to c i rculate as  aany for1s as you want . 

As those f a10us w ine cooler e itch1en are fa■ous fo r  saying : 
' Thank you for your support . 

[ By the way , you can also use this fora to renew your 
subsc ription , or to add the 'Yellow Pages• to your 
subscription if you live in the L .A .  area . ]  

---------------------------------------------------------------�------
" Cross-Ta lk" CO!lF I DEJTT I AL SUBSCR I BER IJTFORXAT I OJT FORX 

Ma i l ing ?lame 
Subscriber # 
if  renewa l 

NOTE : We cannot ma i l  to " Occupant" or " Boxho lder" 

Ma i l ing Address 

C i t y  State ___ Zip 

C l  One-year " Cross-Ta lk" subscript ion ($24 / 12  issues ) 
C l  Two-year " Cross-Talk" subscript ion ($42 / 24 issues)  
[ ]  Southern Ca l i fornia " Ye l low Pages" (add $2/yr .  to subscript ion )  

Ka i l  to : " Cross-Talk" 
P . O .  Box 944 
Woodland Hi l ls .  CA 9 1365 [ 

< P lease make check or money order payable to Kymber le igh R ichards . ) 

��� · - - ·-· - ·- •  -

] 
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A K N I G H T  T O  R E M E M B E R  

by Chrystine Ju l ian 

As a c rossdresser , have you ever been s tared at , f e l t  
consp i cuous and o u t  o f  p l ace? As 1uch as  we wou l d  l ike 
soc iety to unde r stand us , the re are  so1e i nd iv idua l s  that 
never w i l l .  As we str i ve to f ind our ac ceptance w ith in 
our sel ves and ou r  co11unity , we also strugg l e  to f ind our 
� l a ce in  the world .  At t 11es we l ose our perspect i ve o f  the 
WO f ld �t l a r ge ' s' v iew of our expe r i en c e .  Our own ana lys i s , 

def i n i t i o n s ,  so c i a l  or e1ot i ona l i ssues can b l o c k  the v i s ion 
o f  how it appears to an onlooker . We expec t t he world to 
unders t and and accept us . But 1 do we eve r try to understand 
t hem 7 

Imag i ne s i t t ing i n  a restaurant  with your f amily 1 when i n  
wa l k s  a m a n  dressed i n  a ful l  set of ar1or . Wou l dn t you 
th i nk h i 1  to be aore than a litt l e  s t r anae? Would you j ab 
the pe rson next to you and say 'hey l ook 1 ' ?  Would  you make 
some sn i de r e1ark to your spouse, o r  to hi1? 

I would l i ke to  re l ate a story about an i aaginary f riend 
o f  m i ne . Wh i l e at f irst his story 1ay see1 st range to you , 
the ana l ogy should quick l y  become c l e a r .  

H is name i s  M ister Henry W ilkinson . However, he t reats the 
ti tle of • N i ster • with distaste and pref er s  to be cal l ed 
'S ir '  Hen r y  W il kinson . S ince a very young age Henry 
rec og n i zed that he was dif f er ent f ro1 the other boys i n  the 
nei gnborhood . While they were c oncerned w i th t r ad ing cards 
and dr i veway basketball, Henry had a secret w i sh .  Henry 
wanted to be a k n ight . But a f r a i d  of re jec tion and r idicu l e, 
he _ shar ed h i s  w i sh w ith no one . H i s  parents had bought a 
suit  o f  a rmor at an auction and stored it in the a t t ic . 
A l 1ost da l l y  Henry would f ind an excuse to get away and 
sneak to  the att i c  to tr r on the a r1o r . At f i rst it  was too 
l � rge f or H�nry  to actua . l y  w�ar but he would try on the 
d i f ferent p ieces and ad1 1 r e  h imself in a small 11rror 
propped on a cha i r .  These adventures were always shrouded i n  
the f ear of d i scovery and f o l lowed b y  tremendous guil t . Pa r t  
of Henr y  wanted to be nor1a l , yet h is l onging to �e a knight 
was even stronger . 

E very Ha l l o ween Hen r y  would dec k  hiase l f  out in h is 
c h iva l rous f iner y . He was g l ad for even a br ief opportun ity 
to show S ir Henr y to the world . As the years went by Henry 
g rew and so d id h is compul s i on .  By the t i me HenrY. was in 
college the armor f it quite wel l .  lt fel t  so good to wear 1 
that 1 t  was nearly i1possible to tak e  it of f . He would wear 
the cha in ma il under h is nortal street c lothes . Soon he had 

a c qu i r ed severa l  su its of ar1or as well as col lect i ng 
1agazine artic les and books  about people that had bec o�e 
kni ghts . Henr y tr ied to l i ve a nor1a l  l i fe .  He was wel l on 
his way to a good career when he 1arr ied . 

�a r r 1 age was a struggle . The tension of Henr y ' s  se c ret was  
kept barely beneath tne surf ace . Then in a 1at ter o f  1omen t s  
h e  s a w  h is ent ire l ife explode and f al l  to p i eces a r ound 
h i t . H i s  w ife ca1e ho1e ear l y  fro1 a shopp ing t r i p . Hen r y  
stood there in the 1 iddle o f  the bedroo1 decked in sheet 
1etal f ro1 head to toe . There was nowhere to h ide and no way 
to deny it , Henry's fantas i e s  we r e exposed . His w if e ,  
already d ismayed by the l a c k  o f  closeness in the 
re l ationship, l e f t hi1 . She ref used to dea l  with such 
abnormal behav ior . 

Short ly there afte r Henry threw caution to the wind , and 
began l iv ing fu l l - t iae as Si r Henry . Some peop l e  we re r ude 
when Henry woul d  v is it the thea ter o r  1a r k et .  Nos t peop l e , 
though, were siap ly d istant . A few were cur ious . Amaz ing l X there were a handful that actually seeaed to understand . H e  
discovered so1e restauran ts  and clubs that f eatured med iev a l  
at1osphere and enter ta in1ent and 1ade f r i ends i n  the 
co1111un ity . 

H is employer was not recepti ve to Henry co1ing to wor k i n  
ful l  dress , and ter1lnated h i1 .  After nume rous interv i ews he 
f ound an employer that d id a ccept h i1 for who he was . Hen r y  
has a lso f ound a lady that a c cepts the chivalr y  as a n  
i1po r t ant part of h is personality . Her loving and caring 
along w i th the support of the co11unity has g iven Henr y the 
stab ility to r ebu i ld h is life .  Henry knows wfio he 1s , and 
be l ieves he is the best person he can be . 

The peoole that take the ti1e to get acQua inted with Hen � y  
know what a wonderful person h e  i s .  Bu t h e  aay never get 
awar f ro1 strange looks when .he goes .grocery �hop p i ng .  The r e  
w i l  always be  so1eone to  point at h 11  and whi sper . But _ even 
an occas ional child say ing 1Mo11y , look ! There ' s a 1an Ln . a  
su i t  of armor . . .  • no longer shakes Henry' s sel f- image . S i r  
Henry W ilkinson l ives and loves . 

We also wear ar1or of one type or another : Subst i tute 
sat in or sil k  for the steel and the story  h its close to 
ho1e . 

Re1e1ber, to the outside wor ld we may be s t r ange . but tha t  
does not prevent us f ro1 being happy . 
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T H E M A T I I E >,l (l T T r s  1 1  n I n  i 1 L . 0 F H I G H H t E L S 
by Deb r a  Dar l i ng 
( f r at "Eme r a l d  C i ty News " ! 

l have o f t en  been asked how I c an s ta nd to w a l k  i n  the s t i l t  
hee l s  I s o  l ove . � v  answe r has a l ways been  tha t t hev  a r e  
r ea l l y  n o t  s o  h i gh '  r e l a t i v e  to t h e  s i z � · '  ; �, ,  ; -. ,:·� ' F v  
Ques t 1 c ne �  � �� :  -� n E  � 1 ,: 1 ! . � n �  � o l  e 1 e � 0  t � 1 � < i � � � :  - -� � : 

) � � - t� � u ; : : T\ � ://�� : � · \ -, : _ i\ ,: : : �  u- � f ,J ,J t  : i n •: ; �o 
: :i �  : '·: ; � : t i,. . \ h 2  l e •; : :j e c : ;j e ,j • .; � : ,: u l .1 t� t h i s  a. ;i i; l e  �nd 
' :  - , � � a r e  · • o m  s i z e � o  � 1 :e .  I 1 e as u r ed the h e i a h t  o f  the 
hee l , the d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the hee l  t o  the b a l l  o f  £he foot 
( the po i n t  �he r e  the f oo t  tou �hes _ the g round ) and the l ength 
o f  the po r t i o n  o f  the foot �h 1 c h  1s a t  an ang l e  t o  the 
ground . These f o r 1  a t r i an g l e  w i t h the f oo t  as the 
nyeotenuse . 

1 0  o b ta i n  a s t a nda r ,j ,  ! measured seve r a l  p a i r s  o f  shoes , 
s i ze 8� , wh i c h  i s  a c omMon �omen ' s  s i ze .  As suspec ted , as 
the h e e l  he i gh t  i n c r e a sed i n  a g i ve n  s i ze r ange , the ang l e  
a l s o  i n c r eased . A l so , the ang l e  showed some var i a n c e  based 
on shoe s t y l e . 

When the owne r  w a s  asked i f  one shoe was ao r e  c om f o r tab l e  
t h a n  anothe r o f  the s ame hee l hei ght , the answer was 
i nva r i ab l y  the pa i r  w i th the sma l l e r  ana l e . The h i ghest 
ang l e  was o n  a pa i r  wo r n  on l y " b e c ause they a re  sexy• . The 
resu l t s  11e re : 

S i ze 8 
Hee l Ang l e  
3 •  1 25- 1 30 
4 "  1 26- 1 33 
4� " 1 33 

S i ze 1 3  
Hee l Ang le  
3" 1 1 8 

4� •  1 35 51 1 3S s· 1 47 
I t  appea r s  t h a t  1ost women a c c ep t  a r ange o f  1 25 to 1 33 .  
Anecdo t a l  ev i de n c e  1 nd 1 c ates that anyth i ng ove r  1 30 is f o r  
even i n g  wear when n o t  too muc h wa l k i ng i s  expec ted . A lso , a t  

* -$� -;.f- °)-\\. 
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1 33 an open toe i s  p r e f e r a b l e  to a pump . 
I n  the l ar g e r  s i ze , the a n c l e  f or the 3- i n c h  hee l ;hoes 

seems t o  be much l ower than £ yp i c a l  and is 1n f a c t  au i t e  
c o m f o r t ab l e  f o r  c on t i nuous wear . Th i s  c otoa res  t o  trie l o� e r  
hee l s  woMen wea r f o r  wo r k . 

The h ighe r hee l s  c r ea te  a n  ang l e  s l i ah t l y  l a r ge r  than 
t yp i c a l , but on l y  s l i gh t l y .  Thus I s t i l l  ma i n t a i n  that a 
S- 1 nc h  heel f o r  me i s  abou t the same as a 4 - i n c h  heel  i n  a 
n o r ma l woma n ' s  s i ze f o r  even i ng wear . The 6 - i n c h  hee l i s  
nea r l y  i mposs i b l e  f o r  me , and  r c o u l d  no t wear i t  w a l k i na o r  
danc i ng .  I have seen peop l e  who c a n ,  b u t  they ,us t be muc h 
mo r e  l 1 1be r  and/o r  dea i c a ted than I .  

I have w o r n  the 5- i nc h  hee l s  danc i ng ,  bu t  o n l y  i n  the 
s l i ng ve r s i o n . The pump , wh i c h  a c tua l l y  c r eates  a s l i 9h t l v  
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S H O P P I N G 
by E r y c a  
( f r o i  No rthwes t Gender A l l i a nce ne� s letter l 

O ne o f  ou r  s i s te r s  c a l l e d  to c heck out the reMa i ns f r o m  o u r  
g a r age  s a l e . I t  t u r ned ou t  t h a t  s h e  c ou l d n ' t  f i n d  any t h i ng 
she ias i n te r es ted i n  o r  that  �ou l d l i t . I sugges ted she f r y  
v i s i t ing some o f  t he sec ond-hand s t o res i n  the a rea ; her 
r ep l y  wa s a s e r i es o f  exc uses w h i c h ,  upo n  exa� 1 na t i o n p r oved 
t o  have e a s y  and s i m p l e  so l u t i o n s . 

l=" i r s t  o f  a l l ,  tha t f a11ous excuse : " They ' ! !  k no �' I ,H 
shopp i n g  f o r  myse l f ,  and I ' d  be eMba rrassed . " L e t ' s t ook a t  
t h a t  exc use f o r  a so l u t i o n  B y  " they • , I p r esume she meant 
EVERYONE I N  THE STORE ( 1 l .  

Fa l s e . P r o b ab l y  one o f  o u r  b i gges t f ears i s  s i mp l y  not 
t r ue . Each one of us tends to f a l l  u nde r the a uto c r a tic 
f a l l a c y  tha t says t h a t  what we a r e  do ing i s  o f  p r i Me 
i n te res t to eve r ybody . Sure , �hat you are do ing i s  i npo r t ant 
to you , bu t to assume that ever yone el se i n  the s to re is 
equa l l y  i nterested i n  your doi ngs is not onl y  super
egoti s t i c a i  bu t a l so qu i te foo l i s h . Reaember , you are i n  t he 
s t o re t o  f ind : 1 l a barga i n ;  2 )  someth i ng that f i t s ; and .3 )  
that spe c i a l  i tem . With l u c k  you ' l l  f ind t�o out o f  t h ree , 
and w i th e x t r eme l y  good l u c k  you ' l l  h it  the j a c k pot and f i nd 
a l l  t h r ee . But you must -- repea t ,  YOU NUST -- remembe r ,  
everyone e l s e  i n  the sto re i s  doing the SAME thing . 

Tha t i s  t o  say , they a r e  j us t  as equa l l y engrossed i n  
f i nd i ng the i r  own i nte r pret at i on o f  the above th ree " r u l es •  
T h e  o n l y  w a y  y o u  a re  go ing t o  attr act thei r a t tent ion i s  i f  
y o u  c atc h i t  t n  the f i r st p l ace . Looking around furtivel y ,  
qu i c k l y  put t i ng down mer chand i se and ac t i ng a s  i f  you aren ' t 
rea l l y  i n teres ted a r e  good attent i on-getter s . As a reta i l  
s t o r e  employee and ass i s tant manage r , wha t  I see in those 
a c t i o n s  i s  ne t a c r o ssd resse r ,  but i ns tead a SHOPL I FTER . 

They ( s ta r e  emo l oyees l i k e  myse l f ) would see a poten t i a l  
the f t  i n  p r ogress . O nce you rea l i ze that they have not i ced 
you r a c t i ons , you th i nk they ' ve read you r  mind and know 
you ' r e  a c r ossd resser , a nd a re out to pub l i c ly huMi l i a te 
V >' U  
' ' vbu ass i gn � l ab e l  t a  what they see ,  and in your paranoia 
a c t even m o r e  susp i c i ous , guaran tee i ng that they no\ wil l 
n ii t  , i n l "  p ay a t t1:n t i ,r n  to you , but a l so that they wi l l  
a p p r o a c �  you Now the pan i c  rea l l y  sets i n ,  and your acti ons 
show  i t ,  f 11 r the r conv i n c i ng them that 11hat you a r e  do ing is 
i l ! ega l a n d  vou shou ld  be s t opped . 

T I ME OUT ( e t ' s  l ook at the above s c ena r i o . I n  order to 
avo i d  bei ng l ooked at in a susp icious manner ,  i t  is obv i ou s  
tha t y o u  mus t  N O T  a c t  susp i c ious , So l u t i on : A c t a s  i f  you 
had every r ight to l ook at and buy the i tems you a re loo�ing 
a t  Because 1 n  f act  you do . 

Be l ieve roe , 90Z o f  the peop le w i l l  not assume that you are 
buy i ng f or you r s e l f .  C Ho�eve r ,  i f  you i ns i s t  on hold i ng a 
d r es s  up � o  your c hes t wh i le i n  f ront o f  a mirror . . .  l I n  
f a c t ,  most peo� l e  w i l l  t h i nk you a re buy ing someth i ng f o r  a 
g i r ! f r i end ,  w i f e  o r  daughte r . Then f or the 1 01 that might 
� a y  5ometh i ng 1 be p repared w ith a good l ine and be reaay t o  
top i t  o f f  • 1 th a b i t  o f  aggressiveness .  To the person that 
app r o a c hes vou and asks " F i nd anyth i n� you l ik e  \oday ? " , 
t � l l then, i r  f l a t , a l mos t bo red way , Ves , but I ' •  not sure 
my ( f i l l  in the b l anU w i l l  l i k e  i t . '  I n 111y exper ience 991 
o f  those c l e r k s that do approac h  you w i l l  automat i ca l l y  
sh i f t  g�a r s  a nd e i ther bac k o f f  o r  o f fer the ir he l p . Setting 
r i d  o f  them then i s  eas y ;  j u s t  tel l  them you haven ' t g o t  a 
f i r m i dea o r  pr ice i n  m i nd and wou l d  j us t  l i k e  to con t i nue 
l ooUn ,r Fo r  .he da r i ni 1 %  t h a t  want to pursue i t  further w i th a 
s t a t ement l i k e  the men ' s  depar t1ent i s  over there• or •we 
don ' t  get many men l ook i ng through the l i ngerie" , you need 
to eva ruate the1 at th i s  p o i n t . Are they openlr antagoniz ing 
you , o r . a r e  t hey s i n c e re l y  t r y i ng to be helpfu 1 If the , 
i a t t � r  i s  t � ue, thank  tho , but tel l them that you are f ine 
1 nd you k now what you a r e  look i ng f or .  On the o ther hand , 
f o r  the f oo l s  tha t  a r e  openl y accusing iou o f  shogp i ng f o r  
y ,,u r s f: l f ,  b i t  t hem f u l l  f or ce  at  on ce : Excuse 11e i A r e  you 
1 1g l y 1 n9 s0meth i n g  you would l ik e  to apologize f o r ? " · 

Be 1 1 eve me , t he r e  are f ew peoo l e  that can stand up t o  such 
an a f f r o n t  They ' l l  p r obab l y  ap�log i ze and disapoear . I f  
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l a rger ang l e  than the s l i ng s t y l e ,  i s  a l s o s l i g h t l y  l es s  
C ODlfo r ta b i e ' 

A f te r  w r i t i ng t he above , I ;sked K a r e n  ta r ead i t .  She 
began to  ques t i o n  �hether the pressu re  e xe r t ed a n  the b a l l  
o f  the foot would be sign i f i c antl y  di f f e r e n t  bet�een the 1 an  
and the woaan . For t unate l y ,  �e were ab le  ta obta i n  two oai r s  
o f  heel s of  the same style wh i c h  had been wor n .  O ne �as ' a 
size 1 2  and the other a 1uch sMa l le r  �01an ' s shoe . The hee l 
heights were S' and 4' , and the angle was 1 35 in ea ch  c ase . 

Tne area of the shoe i n  c ontact w ith the g round c ould be 
1easured and c alcu lated ( eo re geollet r y  and t r i g ! ) .  The s i ze 
1 2  had a n  area of S . S  square inc hes, and the s ma l l e r  shoe 
4 . 75 .  For the vo1an , that 1eant a p ress u r e  of 26 . 9  pounds 
ger square i nch . For Karen , it  went up ta 27 . 3 ;  f o r  me , 
�3 . 6 , I think I aay lose some we ight so my feet w i l l  fee l  
bet ter 1 

Someone then asked about the p ressure at the t i p  o f  the 
heel . We f ound the heel tip to be the same s i ze ,  s o  as  
wei gh t  increases so does the p ressure . ! t  i n c reases by abo u t  
5 0 1  f ro11 the l i,ghtest to  the not so 1 i oJh tes t among the th ree 
of us . 

Nar y , ,ho was watch i ng all th i s, then wondered i f  anyone 
could th i nk of another 1easu re1ent so  that Karen and l c o u l d  
c on t i nue t ,, p l ay  w i th the sh,,es a l itt l e  l 1Jn,1e r . . .  

they are ab l e  to surv i ve th, b l as t , tnen do not hes i ta te ; ,30 
to the eanager and te l l  thea that th i s  i d i o t  j us t  ins u l ted 
you and demand an apo l ogy . NOTE OF CAUT ION : Do no t vo l u n t ee r  
the ter1 c rossdresser or transves t i te ,  j us t  let t he 1anage r 
know that you do not appreci ate the qua l i ty o f  hel p they 
h i red nor · the 1anner in wh i ch they treat . the i r  c us tomer s .  

I f  this seeas too f o rceful1 try revers ing the s i tuat ion . 
Th is i s  so1et i 11es the eas ies t  th ing to do . For the buf foon 
that suggested tha t  you 1 i ght be look i ng at the 1mn9 r a c k  
of c l otnes hit the• w i th a sar c asti c ' I  1 ight f i nd it 
d if f i cul t lo  f i nd my ( f i l l  i n  the blank ) a 5louse/sk i r t / 
dress/li nger ie i n  the �EN ' S  depar taen t , don ' t  you agree' " ,  
o r  " Why is it that a woaan can buy a husband/boy f r iend 
underwear or cloth ing and no o ne says anv t h i ng , but l e t  a 
1an t r y  to do the sa1e and you get a l l these s tup i d  
couents ? •  

I ' ve used a l l  o f  the above t e c hn i ques , and they d o  wo r k . ! 
can recall onl y  one person that came s t r a i �h t  ou t and 
accused me o f  being a crossdresser ;  I don • !  k now i f  she go t  
f i red, but she was gone 20 m i nutes later . Remember , stores 
have the r igh t  to refuse serv i ce to anyone , but they c an ' t 
discriainate . I f  you 1ust approach the 1anage r , do so 
pol i tely, explai� the s i t�at i on ,  and ind i c ate that you ijOu l d  
like to c l ear things up  w i th thea . Bel i eve me , you ' l l  g e t  
some sat i sfac t i on .  

Howeve r , this is p r obab l y  one o f  t he mas t  i 1po r tant 
poi nt s . You must re1e1ber to ac t in a d ign i f ied a n

_
d p o l i t e 

manner . . .  not on l y wh i l e  go i n g  th rough the r a cr. s . but als ,, 
when approached . Reme1ber , 1 1  vou a c t  susp i c ious l y ,  they 
have the r i gh t  to check you out , and even refuse to se r ve 
you , I f ,  o n  the other hand , you behave you rse l f  � i th d i gn i tv 
and respect, they won't even bother you . 

--------- -----�------� - - -· · -----·--



G R E A T  F U N I N  T R A N L R N O 

by Phaed r a  Kel l y  

( Ed itor ' s  Not e : Wh i l e  the  f ol l ow i ng article 1ight be 
c o n s i d e red b y  so1e t o  be a n  e d i tori al co1mentary , we are 
p r i n t i n g  i t  b e c a u s e  o f  the anal ogy i t  draws between our 
c ommun i ty and the so-cal l e d  mai n s t rea1 r ega r d i ng the abi l ity 
o f  humank i nd t o  con c e rn i t s e l f  more w ith proced u r e  than w i th 
r e s u l t s ) 

The maj o r i t y o f  you thf ul l y  ambi t i ou s rock bands that beg in  
in gar ages f o l l ow the s a1e pat t ern :  Hal f an  hour's 
e1bar r a s sed a t temot at rehearsal tu rns into an earnest 
d i s c us s i o n  o n  whal the band should b e  c alled , wh i c h  in  turn 
becomes a hot debat e  on who ' s in o wha t 1us 1 c , why and how 
ser i ous they ought to be , and it all ends in nois ily s la11ed 
doo r s , w ith several d i f ferent dreams in tatters , departing 
in d i f f er ent d irect i ons . 

So it jOes w ith supposed l y  adu lt transgender grou�s that 
a t temp t .o u n i f y  to es t ab l i s h an act i v i s t  p rogra1 . Ever yone 
agrees to mee t , f ull of en thus i asm , to c on fe r  and con cu r  on 
t fi e  agenda . W i th in i nd s  f u l  1 of the iuge of bewigged 
no t a b l e s  o f  t he per i o d  that the i r h i s to r y  teachers 
des c r i bed , s i g n i ng �ari d- c hang i ng docu1ents, they get 
� x c ited  to a r he to r i c  about tfie 1oment . Waves of f alse 
c on f i de n c e  a re c i r c ulated to so1e ver y  t i red , lonel y ,  
uns t a f fed , unf unded solo workers on  the f ringes, and the 
ma i e r  communi t y  bask s in glory . 

Then suddenly ,  overn ight , the weighty guest ions of whose 
logo ought to take p recedence on the letterhead beco1es the 
center of deba te . Sod help anyone who suggests that a l l  o f  
them ough t t o  be c o�b i ned w ith in  a c i rcle ,  a l a  Arthur ' s  
Round Tab l e ,  l e t  alone that the p roble1 o f  letterhead o r  
l o g o  hard l y  �atters at al l  when the norganization' has not 
o r gan i zed yet ( let alone done any th ing ) . 

So �hat they w i ll c all the1selves and how it will be 
d i s p l a yed in p r i nt 1ust go to a co11 ittee , because nothing 
is t r u l y  i Mposs i ble until it is in the hands of a co11ittee. 
�u c h  paper shu f f l ing later , a subco11ittee is appo inted to 

inves t i gate the c o11ittee . . .  and to be cer t a in  not h i ng ge t s  
done by e i ther ,  a time and 1ot i on s tudy i s  establ i shed t o  
inves t i ga te tha t . 

They 1 i ght al l, one day, discuss c alli ng the1se l ves a 
"human ri ghts ' organizat i on ,  i f  onl y  to d e f end the i r  
i n a l ienab le rights t o  s it and s i t  upon co11 i t tees . B u t  a s k  
the• f o r  f und ing for anything l i ke  a hu1an r i ghts j ob an d 
the v ita l resource of c o11i t tee fund ing w il l  5e quoted as 
the reason why there are no suc h  funds . 

At the close of i ts f i rst ( and probably las t ) twe l ve 
�onths , the good i n ten t i ons -- · whi c h ,  surveyed f ro• the 
reverse angle , would show a s ta1p read i ng ' Hades ' H ighway 
Pavingstone Co rporation• -- sub1it a repor t  co1p r is ing who 
sa i d  what about who in wh ich co11ittee 1 plus ten pages o f  
the approved rhetoric , ho1ily and se1 f -c ongr atul atory 
nepo t i s1 w ith whic h it began . Guess what? Hot even that 
reaches a conclusio n . 

Tha t sa1e week , someone f aces the knuc kles o f  a Tu r k i sh 
rel i g i ous pol i ce1an' s f i st ,  fee l s  the b i te of thei r l a sh e s  
as r attans f la y  the i r  sk in, su f fers the ind i gn i ty  o f  b ru ta l 
r ape , then spends Christ1as ro tt i ng in a c o l a  stone cell 
with the vague knowledge that A1nesty Internat ional m i gh t  
agree, one aay , to do so1eth ing . . .  and the certa i n  com f or t 
tfiat her American sisters ' bottoms are war1 and c ozy i n  t he 
s ilkiest undies 1 as they sit not on a comm i ttee fo r  one , bu t 
on a dinner tab e cha i r  waiting f o r  a p retty award . Oh , how 
happy they 1ust be to know that ! 

And t hen someone f ro1 ano ther day surfaces ,  shovel ing t he 
d i rt of other people at a pepperco rn �age , feeding her 
fa1i l y, and saving what she can to affo rd  plain paper -- l e t  
a lone a letterheaa -- and 1aybe, one day , i f  the loca l  
travel agents can f i nd and hold a d i rt cheap f l ight save 
enough to get out to the country where the proble1 i ies , to 
find ou t f i rst hand what i t ' s  about . I f  there ' s a war , no 
one but this loon w ill travel ; so while the pri ce is l ow , 

( C O N T I N U E D  N E X T  P A G E ) 
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NAT I ONAL HOT L I NES 

CThis list o f  telephone nuabers o f  local groups is provided 
by • cross-Ta lk " as a service to the gender co11unity . l  

NEW ENGLAND REG ION : 
CD Network , Rochester : 
Chi Del ta Mu Chapter T r i-Ess , NYC subur bs : 
Expressing Our Nature ,  Rochester :  
Har r iet Lane ' s TV Set , CT : 
H i e rar c hy , Ph i l adelph i a :  
Long I s l an d  Femme Express ion : 
My Cho i ce ,  Ba lt i more : 
Renai ssance , Philadel ph ia : 
Renqis$aoce LSY Ch�pter , Har r isbu r g : 
Rhode I s l and Soc iet y ,  Newpo r t : 
T i f fany Club , Boston : 
T r ansgender i sts Independence Club , · Albany : 
Transp i tt , P i t tsburgh : 
T ranssupport , Port land : 

THE SOUTH : 
Atlanta Educational Sender Inf o .  Serv i c e :  
Beta Ch i Chap ter T r i -Ess , � iss i ss i pp i : 
Seren ity, Hollywood : 

M I DWEST & V IC I N  TY : 
i ap er r 1 - ss , Chicago : 

Ch i c ago Gender Soc iety : 
C ity of Lakes Crossgender Co11 . 1 Minneapolis : 
Cross-Port, Cinc i nnat i : 
Crossdressers & F riends , Kansas C ity : 
C rystal Club , Colu1bus :  
C rossroads , Flint : 
Iowa Ar t is try , Cedar Rap ids : 
St . Lou is  Gender Foundat i on :  

SOUTHWEST / MOUNTA IN REGION : 
Boulton A Park Soc iety ,  San Anton io : 
Del ta 01ega Chapter Tr i -Ess, Dallas : 
Gender Iden t ity Center Denver : 
Hear t  of Texas Gender Alliance, Austin :  
Heart of Texas Sender Alliance ,  San Angelo : 
Tau Ch i Chapter Tri-Ess , Houston : 

PAC I F I C  NORTHWEST: 
E1erald City ,  Seattle : 
Northwest Sender A l l i ance , Portland : 
Rose C ity Sender Center , Portland : 

THE WEST COAST ( CA & H I ) :  
Alpha Chapter Tr i -Ess Los Angeles : 
Amer ican T ranssexual Education Center : 
Educat iona l TV Channel, San Franc isco : 
Hawa i i  Transgendered Outreach , Honolulu : 
Neut ra l  C o rner , San Diego : 
Powder Puf fs of Orange County , Anahei1 : 
Rai nbow Gender Associat i on ,  San Jose : 
Sacramento Gender Assoc i ation : 
Swan ' s  I nner Sorority ,  San Jose : 

CANADA : 
�Nosa i c , Ottawa : 
To r onto Crossdressers Club : 

( 7 1 6 )  25 1 -23 1 2 
( 20 1 ) 663-0772 
( 7 1 6 )  2 5 1 - 23 1 6  
( 203 ) 237- 1 968 
( 2 1 5 )  425-5240 
( 7 1 8 )  446-6753 
( 30 1 ) 732-4S46 
(2 1 5 )  630- 1 437 
H6H ii�: l ij�� 
C S08 ) 358-2305 
( 5 1 8 )  436-45 1 3 
( 4 1 2 )  78 1 -0257 
(207 ) 676-5870 

( 404 ) 939-0244 
( 60 1 ) 982-7678 
( 305 ) 92 1 -8738 

( 708 ) 364-95 1 4 
( 3 1 2 ,  43,-5445 
( 6 1 2 )  933-5288 
( 5 1 3 )  299- 1 353 
( 9 1 3 )  38 1 -8887 
( 6 1 4 )  237-432 1 
( 3 1 3 )  446-0782 
( 3 1 9) 842-2654 
(3 1 4 )  567-861 5 

( 5 1 2 )  657-2540 
( 8 1 7 )  261 -3253 
( 303) 458-5378 
< 5 1 2 )  892-64S4 
(915 ) 944-138 1 
( 7 1 3 )  988-8064 

(206) 822-6953 
(503 ) 774-8463 
( 503 ) 230- 1 036 

( 2 1 3 )  876-6 1 4 1  
( 2 1 3 )  469-4709 
( S 1 0) 549-2665 
( 80 8 )  529-5634 
( 619) 685-3696 
( 7 1 4 )  779-901 3 
( 408 )  984-4044 
( 9 1 6 )  44 1 -8379 
( 408 ) 297- 1 423 

( 6 1 3 )  749-.5203 
( 4 1 6 )  864-0420 

6 [ T R F R I E N D T O  S U B S C R I B E , 
R O D  R F R E E  M O N T H  T O  Y O U R  

O U N  S U B S C R I P T I O N ! 
. DETAI L S  ON PAGE  1 7  

NAT I ONAL EVENTS � CONVENT I ONS 

� er,� -q-- 1lany 
Fourth Annual 

Jt fan wea,pu{ for cross-druse11 ana tlidr friau£s 

Powder Puffs 
of 

Orange County 

., __ 
��""'iJ'iLI 

present 

APR IL  29 -
MAY 3 ,  1 992 

Ca.t:cfi tfie Spi,rt.t! 

February 28, 29, and March 1 ol 1992 
In  San Antonio, Texas 

Com,fur: 
a alUqru{ to lrus witli tii, ,gins 
tli, 'T� sun arui ucnn wuitlur 
tli, 4'twitiu, tJu vuunes, 
,nut fricu(s, ,_, aru{ oul. 

9nltn d' �tu( Society 
Tex■a 'T' Party 

P.O. Box 17 
Bulverde, TX 78163 

or call: (512) 438-7604 

- -
CQUfQRNIQ 

DREAMIN 
- The Goldctn State -

,oR llfORIIAIIOI, VRI TE : C.ll!FORII A  ORE U I N '  
.,. , ., .o . c .  
P.O • .,l  9011 
AIAHE U ,  Cl  928 1 2  

ESPRIT 92 
You a r e  mos t  c o r d l a l l }· l n u i ied  lo e n j o y  l h e  
( u n  a n d  l ro l l c  o l  t h e  Pac i l i c  N o r l h u e s t  a l  

Tb ,  R,d Lio11/Btv1hort Inn 

Port Rc 111lu, Wubing toa 
Mav 13 through 17; 1992 

C o m e  a n d  enjoy  a n  o cean  cru is e ,  H i g h  T e a  
In  the  p r o p e r  B r i t i s h  l rad i l l on ,  L a s  V e g a s  
N i g h t, J i m  Br i dges  hou l i q ue .  c l a s s e s ,  
s peakers ,  d i n i n g  a n d  da nc ing .  S p o n s o r e d  hy  
The Emera ld  C i ty  (Sea t t l e ), NWGA 

. (Portl a n d ), a n d  C o r n bury  (Vancouuer  B C J. 
For reserual lons  ur i te :  
ESPRIT 92,  POB 1051 ,  Sumner  90390  

G R E A T  F U N  IN T R A N L A ND 

the danger is doubled , and one day she won ' t  co1e back 
al i ve .  

I 

But that doesn ' t  1atter 1 does it? She shouldn ' t  be b it t e r  
that i t  take1 \wo ye1r1 t o  · get anyth ing she wr ites abou t h e r  
1ission in print, and that everyone wants to  see her r epo r t  
( but for f ree o r  for their profit to the 1uch needed 
co11ittee funds) . She shouldn ' t  care that it takes two yea rs  
to even get a reply , let alone establ ish l istings fo r  the 
groups sfie has found or helped fort in these countr ies . Not 
fier place to aoan ; because i f  she dies one day in a c e l l  i n  
sote forgotten corner , o r  -- like a friend o f  hers - - i n  a 
lonely forest with a police bullet in her nec k , the wor ld  
will still go on the sa1e 1 bri1 full of  truth , f reedoa and 
the Aaerican way . . .  5itting on a co11ittee . 

Do te one 5ervice , put this  logo on your b ills o f  r i ghts , 
declarations of independence and gla1orous letterheads : A 
white 5kull and crossbones on a black bac kground , bes ide a 
fist , wifh the Index finger raised . Call that the l eve l a f  
support can afford to �f fer at present, because I ' m  not 
J o i n i ng you until you quit your in-f i ght ing and j oin the 
j ob .  

I M P O R T A N T  M E S SA G E  F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R  O N  P A G E  1 3  O F  T H I S  MO N T H ' S  I S S U E  OF " C RO S S- T A L K "  • .  P L E A S E  R E AD I T  • • •  T H A N K S !  
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NOW AVA I LABLE FROM ��@��c=,f �(b� 

THE GENDER COMMUN I TY :  A POL I T I CAL AND SOC I AL D I SCUSS I ON 
An ext ens i ve l ook at the gender commun i t y ,  both as a soc ia l l y or ient e d  
c u l t ure and a s  a potent i a l  po l i t i c a l  force . Based on Wendy Parker ' s  
ke yno t e  address at t he 1990  I . F . G . E . convent ion and or i g i na l l y  
presented i n  a ten-part ser ies i n  " Cross-Ta l k" , subj ects  d iscussed 
i nc l ude minor i t y  i ssues , past and present divisive ness in the 
commun i t y ,  the i ssue of  potent ia l acceptance vs . homophobia , 
c rossdress i ng organi zat i ons and t he ir ro l e , and pee r  pressure . 

THE TON I COMPEND I UM 
Now ava i lable  i n  one c o l lect i on are a l l  of  the " Toni"  cartoons , as 
presented i n  " Cross-Ta lk" between October 1989 and February 199 1 , p l us 
f ive cart oons never  bef ore pub l i shed . With an introduct i on and 
se l f-portra i t  by the cartooni st , A�ge l .  

HEY DAD . . .  DO I HAVE TO WATCH THE TV? 
A pub l i cat i on des i gned to ease the stress and pa i n  of a teenager who 
has d i sc overed that his/her father is a crassdresser .  Wr itten by 
" Cross-Ta lk" c o l umn i st Ricky Hunt , the subj ect is treated honest l y  and 
with  subt le  humor , presented in a f ormat of t yp ica l quest i ons and 
st ra i ght answers . 

THE BEST OF " CROSS-TALK" 
A comp i lat i on of art i c les from t he f i rst two years of " Cross- Ta l k" , 
cover i ng subj ects rang ing from be i ng " read" t o  poss i b l e  metaphys ica l 
reasons f or t ransge ndered behav i or i re l igious conf l icts and lega l  
conf l icts ; he l pf u l  art ic les on fash ion and makeup ; and many other 
t op ics of last i ng i nt erest . Vb.et her you ' re a new subscr i ber  catc h i ng 
up on the ear ly  years or a l ong- t ime reader f i l l ing the gaps i n  your 
l i brary of back issues , this is t he de f init ive set of repr ints . 

To order any of  t hese pub l i cat i ons , use the form be l ow.  

" CROSS- TALK" PUBL I CAT I ONS ORDER FORM 

( ]  " The Gende r Communi t y :  A Po l i t i c a l  and Soc ial  Discuss i on" 
[ J " The Ton i  Compend i um" 
C J  " He y  Dad . . .  Do I Have To Watch t he TV?" 
[ J  " The Best of  Cross- Ta lk" 

Enc l ose $5 . 0 0 for each pub l icat i on ordered .  I nc lude $ 1 . 0 0  postage f o r  
e a c h  pub l icat i on (maximum $3 . 0 0 postage per order > .  

Ma i l i ng Name 

Address 

C i t y  

Ma i l  t o : " Cross-Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 944 
Wood l and H i l ls , CA 9 1 365 

State Z i p  

( Make check or money order payable  t o  Kymber l e igh Richards . ) 

--- - -- ----- --- · -·-- ----- -- ---- - - � · - -· - - ·--- - --- ---
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