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Hi Friends and Sisters: 

Tonight was the last rieAting for the Summer, do hope all the girls 
keep their nowder dry during the hot days ahead in the next two months. 

A nice group tonight not to big , so we were able to talk with all. 
Kathy and Dennie were calling Michelle Ann and i"1yself chicken because we 
didn't have our ears pmerced, but come Sept. we will have them done. I 
will let Michelle Ann go first. 

Tonight at the meeting we had a Happy Birthday for Pat, I've seen a 
lot of neople who were surnrized, but Pat was really beside herself that 
she had tears in her eyes, that's what I really call being surprized. 
Man�, many more happy days Pat. 

The girls who made the meeting were: Joan from Colonie, N.Y., Joyce, 
Cynthia, and Sonya from Conn., Gail and Joan from Granvelle, Dennie from 
Peekskill, Elanda from Rome, Kathy from Syracuse, Francis from Henrietta, 
Michelle Ann from Mass., Deana and Gloria from Mass., Paula from Mass., 
Jean �rom Peru, Susanna from Clifton Park, Pat and Karen from N. J., 
Sharron from N. J.,Christine from Saratoga, Crystal from Menands, Wilma , 
ana I. 

The meal tonight was mostlty a cold supper. Potatoe salad, cole slaw, 
cottage cheese, roast beef, meat balls with gravy, cold cuts, bread and 
butter. We had a s-pecial Birthday cake and coffee. 

The night rolled along smoothly, the girls were taking pictures of 
each other. Francis and Elanda put on their waitress uniform that Michelle 
had made for them. You know I think pretty soon i'.,lichelle will have made 
most of the girls a Waitress uniform. 

Michelle had on another one of her pretty costumes on that she had 
made, a red satin outfit with black lace trim, and a few ruffled slips. 

Michelle came down Friday night helped Bill to try and put up a bell 
in the back so I can hear it ring, when every body is here. Yew we had our 
Pizza and talked untill midnight, 

My thanks to all the girls for helping me getting the food out on the 
table, and then cleaning up. With supper over and cleaning done we sat 
down to watch some slides that Joan had taken from the last two meetings. 

I think the next meeting, Wilma and I will have to get to go to break 
fast with F.athy, Francis, Elanda, and VIichelle, they seem to have a great 
time at Dennie's, teasing the customers when they talk about their T.V. 
life. 

Whatfs this I hear about you Paula, your not afraid of our Albany 
Poopers are you? I heard they were parked up at the motel and paraded 
right behind you all, just to see if you had rooms there. Nothing serious. 

Michelle and Dennie spent the day Sunday with us, we talked and I 
made a light lunch for them before they went home. 

This year has been a wonderful year for both Wilma and I. We enjoyed 
being able to meet all the girls each month and to all the new gals I 
hope they found all the girls friendly and their coming out of the closet 
a pleasant one. I know it takes a lot of courage to make it for the first 
time , but with the group of girls that come here I know they would make 
all the girls feel comfprtable. 

I don't know of any better way to meet and have so many friends, 
then those that I have met since we have had this club. I am not sorry th� 
I have found out that my Bill was a T. v. I will admit I was shocked at 
first but as time went by I learned that there could be things much worse 
that he could have done, besides dressing. The last few months have been 
a treat for me, as I found so much fun with Michelle bringing her costumes 
her and me clowning around. Michelle, and I seem to use our sleeping time 
thinking of what we can do for the next meeting to entertain the girls. 

Well we ho�eto see some of the girls up on the Island if they are 
out riding around. Jean said she would come up and help us get rid of a 
big rock we have in the cellar. 

Have a good summer all you cute lovelies, keep your powder dry, the 
mascara from running, and we'll hope to see you all in Sept. 

Batty and Sue we'll see you then, you know we can't celebrate our 
30th. anniversary without you, it h6S become a habit you started. 

Untill September I'll say bye for now stay happy, healthy and 
peace to all 

In front of a tavern: "If your wife 
drives you to drink, park here". 

LOVE 
HELEN 
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WI.LMA 'S 

Why Men Dress As Woman: Part 3 

VIEWS 
"Socialized medicine," the youngster 

answered to a question on his test, "is 
when grownups get together and talk 
about their operations." 

Transvestism can be a form of fitishiam. If a man, for instance, wears 
under his suit a feminine corset, or panties or long stockings, he may just 
want to be close to his beloved fetish. In l!Dlother cases, however, such 
action may be a compromise for the transvestite because he might entail socia 
1, sometimes marital complications or it may envlove legal risk to dress com
plitely as a woman and appear as such in public. The transvestite wants to 
be accepted in society as a member of the ppposite sex: he or she wants to 
play the role as completelt ans as succesfully as possible. 

An unasual situation is often responsible for introducing feminine frilly 
clothes to a man. For example one of our members (Ray) was terribly shy dur 

ing his college years; he hardly weny to social affairs and just hurried him
self in school work and books. He took an ocean voage around yhe world. As 
you may know crossing the Equator is usually an opportunity for holding a 
celebration on board ship. Father Jupiter holds court and pronounced init
iation rites to those who never ceossed the Equator. The ship members had 
been drinkm.ng and were very festive and Roy's clothing was literally torn 
off from his back as part of the ini.ttation rites. And ther he was standing 
nude. A thoughtful girl tossed him her long silken kerchief, a bright red 
with a pink designs. Roy seized the soft silken scarf and bound it around 
his torso as a sont of diaper. He received exhilarating sensations when the 
smoth silk caressed his waist. It aroused latent desires that he never tho
ught could be possible. 

Ray became so attached to the silk scarf because it awakened a new world 
of ecstasy, that he refused to surrender it. He gradually acquired more 
silken items wich aroused the same ardor when he wore it close to his body. 
In a short time, he found satisfaction and self confidence in womens cloth
ing. And that is how Roy became a transvestite. 

Now here is another case- Victor or Vickie as his friends call-him, was 
raised by his widowed Mother who was very aggressively inclined. She com
pletely domenated young Vickie and would dress him in a Typical Fountlery 
outfit - suits and knickers (more like knee breeches or bloomers) made of 
silk or velvet collars of imported Belgian lace, sashes around the waste that 
frequently matched the color of the ribbon in his long, dark brown hair. 
Vichie reports that when he grew into� young manhood, the influence of his 
mother was so strong that he willing agreed to let her put face powder all 
over his face and throat because a stubble of a EXKR beard was beginning to 
mar the picture of a perfectly dresses young lady. 

In a little time, he wore seegreen skirts, taffeta slips that made whis
pering sounds as he walked; the slips were edged in lace that peeked deligh
tfully beneath the hem of the seagreen skirt. "Your slip 11 is showing" was 
a common remark made by his mot�er. Even his long nylon stockings, sheer or 
often black mesh or stage hose, had a ribbon garter that matched the ribbon 
in his hair. Cut in a boyish bob. he did not attract much attention in pub
lick where he went dressed as a man, but in the house he grew so expectant 
to put on fenuhnine clothing, that years latter he found himself frustrated, 
confused ans beweldered if he had to wear mannish garments. 

Vichie permitted his ears to be pierced so that glittering gems could be 
worn, dangling with his head motion. Vickie said that he had difficulty with 
the corset. His mother said his posture was poor and his shoulders slumped. 
To correct his habit, she laced him up very tightly in a satin ribbed corset 
that was exceptionally firm around the waist. But when Vickie was fully dres 
sed like a lady, his mother lavished her love upon him. He never was able 
to feel comfortable in mannished clotijing and looked forward to frilly gar
ments. 

This conclueds my story why men dress as women. Mow send me in your 
experiance into crossdressinR so others can read it in our Journal. 

**¥•********�************** 

At one time, there was a common misconception that all transvestites were 
homosexuals. Although that is still common though, more and more people are 
beginning to realize that a man who likes to wear womens clothes may still 
harbor sexual feelings toward women, without having any inclinations toward 
homosexualty. Intact, current research is beginning to show that many cross 
dresser's fall into the category of the heterosexul transvestite. 

Another finding that surprises many people is the fact that many trans
vestites are happily married, their wives accepting or at least tolerating 
their husbands crossdressing activities. It should be noted that there are 
very few woman looking for transvestites to marry but once married, many 
women have come to understand and accept their husbands problem. 

If you listen to the loan company 
commercials. you'll almost believe 
you can borrow yourself out of debt. 

WILMA 
Bumper Sticker: Avoid.Baving In
Laws! Marry an orphan who was an 
only child! 

r:.,c 
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Then there was the young bride who 

complained: "My husband simply 

can't bear children." 
"Oh, well," a friend soothed her, "you 

can't expect men to do everything." 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMEDs 
four 

"Oh, by the way, Bessie," the lady, of 

the house said at 5 PM to her maid, my 

husband's bringing five gentlemen home 

from the office for dinner. Are you pre• 

pared " . · "b t "Not quite, mum," replied B��s1e, u 

it never takes me long to pack. 

I am pleased to announce the enrollment of �IOI new member this month. 

Sally S Box 1573 Passaic N.J. 07055 
Grace B oss 

,
d
w

� B 3013, Flint, Mich. 48502 
James - Buffalo, N. Y. 14213 
Don S ox Bellevue Was. 98069 

ea 1 here at TVIC hope to see you in the coming months mn person and 
may you find many friends among us. Thise girls have asked that I list there 
adresses. So lets all orope them a little note to say hello and welcome. 
----·--------------------------------------------------------------------------

0 UR NEXT T W 0 GATHERINGS: 

September 17, and October 15th. This will be your only notice of the Septem
ber party. So mark it on your calander now. Have a lovely summer and I hope 
to see you all September 17th. 
------------------------------------------�----------------------------------

:06i6T T E R S: 

I have received many lovely letters this past month. I am sorry if I did 
not publish yours. But thoese I've missed will be in the September Journal. 
-------------------------------��--------------------------------------------

l') V E R S E A S : 

One of our long time members has been transfered to IRAN. He says its 
very lonsome over there and would be happy to hear from any of you members 
who would like to drop him a line. He will be in Iran for the next 2 years. 
Write to- A.B. JACKSON,% FLUOR t THYSSEN JOINT VENTURE, ESFAHAN PRO�CT 9 

P.O.BOX 69 - 219, ESFAHAN, IRAN. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

BOOKS: 

We have over 500 books in our libary that I will let go at 10 for $11 
in order to make room for a new order coming in. If interested let me know. 
These books are-TV books, TV magazines, Bondage books, Gay books. 
------------------------------------�----------�--------------------------�--

P I C T U R E S : 

I have been sending out pictures of TVs in each of our monthly Journals. 
Thtse picture were sent to me to remail to our members. If you would like 
your TV photo sent to other members just send them to me with your name and 
adresson the back so the member can write to you. You can send one to 200 
cppies of each print and I�ll see that they get into the male. NO CHARGE. 
-�--------------------�-�--------------�---------�----�----------------------

AFTER THE WHISTLE 

by Barbara B. (J-}a-15003 

l've no desire for dimly-lit bars 
Where bearded. toughs wash liquor down 
Am boast, to hide their shallow lives. 
'Ibey hurl abuse through the smoky air 
by an angry punch, or a cutting word-• 
Emptiness. 
I quickly flee to my private place 
Where 1 dress to express my worthy traits, 
For tonight I wish to be her aga.inl 
I cast away helmet an:l safety shoes, 
Am don my skirts arxl auburn wig. 
l strive for a realm of feminine mood 
Where thought am feeling are pleasant am soft, 
Seeking for a time so brief 
This lovely delight called womanhood. 

�����IDSSSS�����sss� 
� REDEEMABLE AT ANY DEPARTMENT STORE � 

� Gift Certificate � 
� � 
� GOOD FOR ONE PAIR OF LADIES 

� 

§SPACEPANTIES§ 
� FOR THE GIRL WHO THINKS HER ASS 

� 
� IS OUT OF THIS WORLD 

� 
� �ssID�sssssssssssssffi 
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�- letters to the eclltm.-
Letter to the Editor of TVIC Journal 

Dear Wilma , 
I feel el�ted and yet depressed as a result of this weekend' s ( April 1 6-17)  trip 
to Albany; Elated because of the pleasure of the trip and the company ; yet depressed, 
because I feel alone and not one of you , Many of the people I met this weekend were 
saying : ' ' This was their last TV fling of the season , and were giving it up until 
S eptember" , For me , summer is the most beautiful t im e  for a fern.m iphile , when one 
can get out in the beautiful weather and express one ' s  fem ininity in lighter and 
prettier clothes , Is there nobody out there who thinks as I do ? If there is , 
please write me , so that I do not feel so  alone , 

Pleasant ( &  other) memories of the trip include : the beautiful spring weather 
driving down ( from Ottawa) and on the way back , the lovely scenery going through 
the Adirondac mountains ( the mountain streams and rivers were hi gh and spectacularly 
rough and white) , the ' springtime ' bumps and pot-holes on the mountain roads , the 
NY State Trou�ers and their speed traps out in force on Interstate-87 , the length 
of the drive { being still somewhat exhausted from the Easter weekend ' s  1 200 mile 
trip to Provincetown , Cape C od) , and stopping the car to make these notes , and 
passers-by stopping repeatedly to see if they could offer mechan i cal or navigational 
help , 

I enjoyed meeting our hostesses , Crystal , Gennaine , Chr1 s , Sharon , Elanda , Lucy , 
Paula and the others , I apologise , Wilma , for staying later than my welcome , but 
I discovered later that my watch had stopped at 1 2  o ' clock , and I was thinking 
that everyone else was leaving early , 

' ;fter ··r did leave , I changed into my danc ing shoes , and spent a· ploa-sa.nt couple_ 
of hours in a nice discoteque ( 9  miles north on Rt , 9 ) , The music was �ood , and the 
people friendly , A good-looking fellow asked me to dance (whi ch we did) , But being 
more of a ' Lesbian ' than a ' straight ' girl , I preferred to danc e  with the girls there. 

$: On the trip back , being alone in the car , and up in the mountains being out of range 
of all radio stations , I had :plenty of time ( about 6 hours ) to thJ.nk - hence this 
letter, The whole day ( Sunday ) was very pl easurable - the aesthetic pl easure of 

nature at its best , and the relaxed feel ing of being my natural self (Michel lne) , 
Due to fatigue , I stopped at most vill ages , on the way , for coffee , and chatted 

. .  

to the fri endly local peopl e there , 

I thought back to what had been said at the meet'i  ng  - how many h�id said that as 
TVs they stUl feel mal e  on the inside , while trying to l ook as C'1 ose to their 
ideal of a femal e  as possible on the outside ; and how they were content to live 
as the average male ( marri ed , kids , house , job , soc i al l i fe etc , )  for 97% of the 
time , and for only 3% ( onc e  a month) become their feminine  sel f ,  

I n  contrast , I thought , when I am d:r:ess ed ,  I feel l ike a woman o n  t.he inside , but 
am conscious of my ma$CU1 ine external characteristics  as seen by others . ( Does thi s 
make me  a Trans- gen ded st , Ela.n da ,  rather than a rv ? Or possibly  a ' male woman ' , 
to use the terminology of F'PE and the International All iance , , ,  ? )  

Having the opportun ity , now , to become M i cheline every evening after work , and most 
weekends , I guess I have becom e  adil icted to cross-dressing regularly , and would 
find it very hard to restri ct it to on c e  a month , a .·1 d then only at n1eeti.n8S ins t-ead 
of through the  whol e w ,J :Jk i::-nd as I do r: cw , 'i't2 toE-. � '. ::: ·'2. �· t i oYJ ··, ·, ri 1,1 .__ : i-;ure of c ·.c css
dressing has n ow tecon, e so impor tant .'t. n  i:tY 1 'i fe th2. : I ,, 0'.lld l H ; e  to  be abl e to do 
it for as l arge a percenta ge of the tim e as ;-c-c- :� -l_ rl s- ,  This :i s not  : o  say that I 

woul d ever seek ' s ex re- as s i gnment ' ,  since  I do n ot think in my case t)--,at I could ever 
be accepted as a ' female ' , But being accepted as a male woman is another thing ,  and 
entirely possible in many situations and environments , 

Many of my Albany sisters have expressed concern about the desires and motivation 

of those of us who like to go out in public , For me , it is not in order to get ' laid' 
( though I admit to en joying the touch of a close-by companion , when the occasion 
arises ) ,  Like everyone else , I l ike compliments on my appearance or about my clothes , 

�At the disco after Saturday ' s  meeting , it made my evening when a young man said how 
pretty my dress was . ) Going to the Opera for a concert , or to a fancy restaurent is 
an opportunity to get dressed up in one ' s  finest , Going to a dance or disco offers 
an opportunity to dress up in a different sort of way.  It also provides an outlet 
of self-expression that as ·a man one is usually too up-tight to show , I find dancing 
in a pretty dress so much more ple�surable than doing the same in conventional male 
clothing, \ CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 )  

, , 
,, 

, rJ 
�0 

� 

' '  
I '  
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I We seek reinforcement from others , and indications that our efforts are appreciated, 
At work , I try my best to ' do a good job ' or make a good design , n ot only for the 
sel f satisfacti on involved , but also in order to seek appreciati on of my skills from 
my peers and my boss ( whose  opinion I value more ) . S im ilarly with dre�si�g ,  we d� our 
best to produce the most pl easing external effect , It is  nice when this . is pleasi�g 
to  ourselves but even ni cer if  appreci ated by others . Please excuse this outpouring 
of personal thoughts , but I think it would be heal thy for our ( 1'V )  community if more 
of us did ,  so that we can compare our thinking with that of o th ers , and see how we 
di ffer or are simil ar ,  

- nv� {- A wife who had joined a bowling 

MICHELINE �, Box 91 55 , Ottawa , On tario , Canada , K 1G  JT9 ' league returned from her firSt attempt 
- · - · at the new sport and was asked by her 

**********************�***********- golfing husband : "How did you do? " 

Dear WILMA : Replied his wife airily. ' '!f'ell, at least 
I didn 't lose any balls ! 

Le t me explai n . My wi fe and I have separated , and I think .. ft • s for the __ . 
be st. I ' m not quite  u sed to  doi ng all the household chore s after a I ' ve 
put in  my 8 at the c ompany store , b�t I gue s s I be tter ge t used to it.  

I am a truck driver by profe ssi on�� yea:rs uoer - the -roqd ) , so i t was good 
surpri se that I see that �ou had just recently re tired as a bus driver . 
I am sure we iaEC c ould swap many a stony , 

Before I become �ngro s sed  in  my life  story , let me expre ss  my sincere 
appre ciati on for�oeing there . I raally had a terri fi c time ,  and I don ' t  
known ; from talking with and attending ather TV me etings ,  of any place 
that has to offer what- you have . Everyone was freendly and just wanted to 
have a great time being their femme- selve s. I t  was great ! You should give 
yourself credit , along wi th Helen , for being twos super ho sts. 

Mi che lle Anne dropped by , and we had a lovely eveing. She has just be come 
a bona-fide repre sentive f or Holiday Cosme ti c s. ( I ' m sure she wi ll te ll 
you about it , if she hasn ' t alraady eone so . ) She really knows her stuff 
whenn i t  come to co smeti c s . I hope the other girls en j oy thi s exclusive 
TV servi ce  as much as I have . Just li ke Avon Vi a TV calling �  

A s  a trucker , Ive owned my own ri g and have trave led thru and vi sited  all 
the maijor citi e s  in the u .  s .  and have been in every state except Oregon. 
I have hauled everything frome crushed c ars  into Canada ( Kg! Regina , Sask i>-) 
to F uel  oi l in  F lorida . 

I hauled out L�vingston , Montana , the Waggoners , ( lumber , grai n ,  stee l ,  trip 
lea sing ,  e tc . � . I owne d my own with North Ameri can Van Lines , New Preds. Div 
Over- the-road a year and a half Alli ed Van Line s out of Chi cago , pulled 
tankers ,  ( fuel prods.  ai . j e t  fue l gasoli ne ,  chem . etc . ) ,  went to Flori da 
and did the same thing , fue l prods . etc  •. , and wound up back in  Bo stno 
pulling furniture again. 

North Ameri can uut me i nto 
ge t ahead since: Before I 
Ruan , bringing hmme 3 to 4 
found out the hard way . 

bankruptcy and I ' ve be en playing Hell trying to 
went with  N .  A. v .  L .  I was pulling tanks for 
bi lls  a we ek clear. I had to own my owne so I 

� 

Other than being bi- sexual , I gue ss  that ' s  all there i s. !XX Sad when 
you can put your life on two pi ec�s of paper . 

Things wi ll get better I ' m X XM sure . Being TV , and really wanting to be 
a girl ( sex:-che:nge* ) dont • help that si tuati on when your trying to c onvince 
everyone of what a regular guy you are . 

�., 
Maybee thi s i s  where my problem i s 1  tryi ng to convince , •  I t  just i s  hard for 

,if<.A me to be 100% ,.J!aeijr, all the time. Since  I was a ldd , I have always had 
. � effemnu.nate ways. But bei ng raised in  the big ci ty , Bo ston , you have to 

g X�i fight your way out of a lot of ssci tuati ons . Kid s are hard to under
stand someone be ing di ffernt . 

After the Navy sent me to  Music Scho o l  i n  Washi ngton , D .  c .  I thought me 
pro blems were over . But being the way I am , ( �e.•tiAg aeme tendericies-) , I .  
only got more o onfused J e speci ally after living abo ard ship wi th musi c i ahs 
for three year s. 
Since I am on the sub j e c t  of Musi c , I !XI read in  one of yijur - :back i ssue s of  
a tromboni s� who wanted to ge t toge ther wi th other T i  Musi ci ar ' s, I sti ll 
have my bari tone saxophmne , and I also know how to play· the clarine t and 
f lute . My tenor sax i s  at my nephews house and my alto sax i s ' i n one of 
the many hock shop s i n  Miami , Fla . , along wi th my flute � 

( CONTINUE ON PAGE 6 )  - -·- ____ . 



P A G I 6 -----------���---------------------�--�--------"------------�-�----------

Le t me c l o se in  sayi ng i f  i t  wasn ' t  f or your and your love ly wife Helen , 
peop le like me wouldn ' t  have any place to vi si t or wri te to  • 

• • • 
A guy at the bar ordered a beer and downed It as soon as 

the beer hit the bar. He ordered another and downed It as the 
bartender let it out of his hand . . .  then he ordered another. 

Bartender: Hey, how long have you been drinking beer like 
that? 

Drunk: Ever since my accident . 
Bartender: Accident? When was that? 
Drunk: About two years ago. I ordered a glass of beer and 

some drunk standing next to me knocked it over before I could 
drink it. .. 

e • • 

Dear  Wi l ma :  

Thanl�s�d ���ay peace  /�_;r/~ youe s , 

Roh "
  

Sto s . 02180  

Why do  men dre s s  a s  women ? Psy ch i atri s ts tel l us we ' re mental l y  mal adj us ted . 
The p ubl i c  at  l arge tel l us we ' re s i ck .  Obv i o us l y  ne i ther o f  these  op i n i ons are 
worth a p a i r of  hose  w i th runs i n  them . There i s  not pat , s ure- fi re answer because 
the ha l l ma rk of  the TV i s  that s he  i s  comp l ete l y  un i q ue , both i n  her  i mage and  i n  her 
reasons  for a rri v i ng  a t  i t . The reasons d i ffer as  wi de l y  as  the i mages , rang i ng 
from a comp l ex a rrangeme� t of  genes to p ure fet i s h i sm  . . .  a nd  a l l the s h ades and  s ubtl e
t i e s  i n  between . There i s  on l y one common denomi nator and  that  i s  that we ach i eve 
an enormo us i n ner s a t i s facti on from what we do . I t  i s  a s e l f-pl eas i ng ,  s e l f- servi ng 
p ract i ce , whether  we be i n  the i nnermos t sec l us i on of  the cl oset , o r  whether  we a re 
ab l e  to go o ut i n  pub l i c  wi thout  detect i on . 

Trans ve s t i sm  i s  i n  my op i n i on a bad and  i nadeq uate word . Anyone can ch ange c l oth i n g  
for a pran k , t o  g ros s - o ut someone  perh aps . Wh at we do  goes much fu rther  th an that  
because  there i s  ( or  s hou l d be ) a s ubtl e psycho l og i cal change as  wel l . I prefer  to 
u se  the term tran s genderi s t .  An d I th i n k i t  i s  a very defi n i te a rt- form .  Con s i der 
the pa i nte r .  Un l e s s  he i s  commi s s i oned to pa i nt a portra i t or some spec i f i c s ubj ect , 
he  wi l l  pa i n t p i ctures  that  p l ea se  h i m  and  i n  th e i d i om that he  does bes t .  I n  many 
ways we are l i ke pa i nte rs . The fema l e i mages that  we present and proj ect to others 
and i n to the mi rror  a re the expres s i on s  of our own parti cu l a r , i nd i v i dua l  art- form . 
Some are mo re expert than others and  th us l ook  mo re a uthent i c . B ut we cannot al l be 
Goyas or Van Gogh s , b ut  neverthe l e s s , wh at  we do p l eases us and i n  so do i ng  we s eek  
to p l ease o thers to whom we choose to di s p l ay ours e l ves . The pa i nter uses col or and 
canvas . We c l othe and  adorn our  bod i es to ach i eve a p l eas i ng appea rance . 

We are a l s o  actors - perh aps  I s h o u l d s ay actre s ses - i nasmuch a s  we a s s ume a ro l e 
for wh i ch mos t  o f  us h ave s t ud i ed , s ome wi th more ca re th an  others . We cannot al l 
be Os car-wi nners , but  i f  we h a ve done our  homework wi th any d i l i gence and take a pri de 
i n  what  we do , we can often be more femi n i ne th an many GGs that  we s ee i n  o ur  da i ly  
l i ves . 

Why do I dres s ?  I can answer  th at wi th s ome autho ri ty . I free l y  a dmi t to s trong 
e l ements of  fet i s h i sm ,  b ut i t  goes much deeper than th at . Wh at  does a good- l ook i ng , 
provocat i ve l y- dre s sed  woman us ua l l y  get? Admi rat i on . Attent i on . Perhaps  a l i tt l e 
notori ety . . .  and  j us t  abo ut anyth i ng she  wants ! For years I wa s ( and s t i l l  am to some 
e xtent ) a ttracted  to , and  ve ry o ften p ut- down by s uch capri c i ous  creatures wi th the i r 
s uper-ego s . One day I thought  how great i t  wou l d be i f  I co u l d try to copy them i n  
s ome way . At s choo l  and  s ubsequentl y at  co l l ege , des p i te bei ng above average at  track  
a n d  soccer , I used  to  get k i dde d  about  h a v i ng " g i rl I s 1 egs . 1 1  An d des p i te hav i ng l at
e r  wo rked va ri o us l y  as  a seaman and a coa l  mi ner , I never manage d  to acq u i re a ve ry 
mus cu l a r  body . What i f  these s hortcomi n9s  co u l d now wo rk for me i ns tead of  aga i ns t  
me? 

I us ed g reat ly  to a dmi re nyl on  hose , h i gh hee l s ,  l ong h a i r and  1 1 l ook-at-me 1 1  make up 
an d I began  to won de r  what  i t  wo u l d be l i ke to wear them B\YSe l f .  It d i dn ' t  ta ke 
very l on g  to f i n d  o ut ! And the more I worked at i t  the more profi c i ent  I be came . 
Today I can p u t  o n  a pa i r of  fa l s e  eye l ashes  wi th far l es s  tro ub l e th an mos t  women . 
Mo s t  g i rl s today h ave never even owned a pa i r of s p i ke heel s ,  l et al one know h ow to 
wal k i n  them . 

I co unt mys e l f very fortunate i n deed i n  be i ng  wh at I am . I n  a l i ttl e l es s  th an an  
hour  I can  become an  ent i re l y  d i fferent  pe rson , o f  a d i fferent  gender and  h a v i ng a 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 7 
�..,. ( 

,,' 
,, 



I ' ' 
\r v P A G E 7 
--------------------------------�------�-�---�--·----�-----�-----------------

/ 

very c l ear l y- defi ned a l ter ego . 
o f  pace . 

Th i s  i s  the u l t i mate i n  wh at  I cons i de r  a change 

Look a round  at other members o f  our own excl us i ve s oror i ty and  what  do yo u see?  
Spr i g h t l y ,  e fferve s cent young women who , w i th the a i d of some pa i nt , powde r , s ome 
wel l - chosen  c l o th i ng and  a wi g ,  h ave c l i pped off not mere yea rs , b ut perhaps an 
ent i re decade from the i r everyday ma l e  s e l ves . Nor i s  the trans format i on  excl us 
i ve l y  o u tward - we fee l  the s ame age a s  we l ook  a nd  i s n ' t  i t  n i ce to be ab l e to fee l  
and  a ct younge r a l mos t at  wi l l ?  

Let me q uote from a re cent l etter I rece i ved from one of  my deares t fri ends , who puts 
i t  a l l s o  we l l and so  s ucc i nct l y : 

" I  was j us t  th i nk i n g  what  a remarkab l e and  wonderfu l th i ng i t  i s  to be a TV . . . 
wh at  an  amaz i ng th i ng i t  i s  that  we do . To h a ve the des i re and the s k i l l  to 
s l i p  back and  fo rth acros s  a bo unda ry that so  many others fi nd  i mpos i ng . They 
don 1 t know what they 1 re mi s s i ng . 

" I  was th i n k i ng how i t  mi gh t  be ca l l ed mys t i cal  and I th ough  of a l l those 1 pri m i 
t i ve 1 soc i et i es where tho se  who d o  a s  we d o  a re though t t o  b e  mag i c a n d  empowered  
wi th  g reat  wi s dom a nd  knowl edge . My God ! Wh at a th i ng i t  i s  th at we do . I 
never  tho ugh t  that  a des i re that  ca used  me s uch  s e l f- h ate and  fear when I was 
yo unger  co u l d come to be s uch a s o urce of peace - s uch an i s l and of ca l m  i n  my 
l i fe .  

" Th i s  b u s i nes s  ( o f  tran s ve s t i sm )  i s  my answer to drugs ,  medi tati on and s c i ent
o l o gy .  If we cou l d patent i t ,  we ' d  ma ke a mi nt . It  i s  mag i c  - mag i c i n  a ve ry 
rea l  sens e .  Perh aps there wi l l  never be t i me trave l , but ri g ht  now , th i s  s ec
ond we h ave i t  i n our power to p i ck up an eye l i ner  and know h ow to use  i t .  · Gen
der Trave l . I f  what  we do i s  s i ck , then the who l e worl d s hou l d be th i s  s i ck . " 

To a dd to that wo u l d be ent i re l y  s uperfl uo us . 
d i s t i nct  honor  and  pr i v i l ege of  be i ng 

S t ewa rde s s  t o  pa s s enge rs  
1 1 C ome o n , n ow ! S ombody d o e s • n t 
hav e  hi s s e a t  be l t  fa s t e n e d  a nd 

the c a p ta in can ' t s t art  hi s e ng i ne s ! "  

J . E . E .  

Al l that I can s ay i s  tha t  I h a ve the 

Paula. V .  

B o x  9 9  
Lanes boro ugh MA 0 1237  

Dearr Wilma ; 
Attended another fabulous gala party at Betsy ' s in P rovidence , R.I. the 

4/5 june. As usual I made a quick side trip to Boston to see how the girls 
at Sherrystone are doing. From the look of it just fine , since they got a new 
apartment. A lovely lay out with guest bedrooms, lots of make-up lights , big 

mirrors and nicely furnished. Since Ariadne had planned to give a presen
tation at Boston u. sociology class she invited me to go with her Monday Eve . 
This turned out to be a graet experence for Elanda. Well , first the gentlema N  
who had arranged the whole thing took Ariadne and myself to the Holiday Inn 
for a quick dinner . He took the whole thing - chaperoning two t lovely TV ' s  
t o  dinner in stride . However I knew that he felt a little beasy even s o  the r 
was no reaction shown bt the other gueat present. Any how things just went 
great.afterwarss as we j oined the class made up of adults ot all ways ot lite 
there were housewifes , law enforsement people, engineers, doctors etc . 
As usual Ariadne gave a fine presentation about our subculture the ups the 
d owns, what makes us tick. Mean while I was siting with the students ready 
for the question and anawer session afterward. Well you all probably lmow 
what the ordenary citizen wants to know about us . Anything what can clear up 
their minds help  us in the long run. I round this encounter truly stimula
ting to myself a  .Bll...i I  know ) it was for the class. Love , Elanda. 

H A N  s  - P O B 1155 Branch office, Rome, N.Y. 13440 

Dera Wilma ; 

' 
., 

I am 56 . Sance very small I had this interest in wigs & gloves but wasn ' t  
untill I was 27, I started having my own things fo r myown reward & enj oyment . 
I am only a part time TV since, living in a small town , its difficulty to go ·:: 
out . But it is enough for relaxation & forgett ing everthing when in our hobbY. :

_1 I like women & the way they dress , thats all there is to it . I would say 
that is my reason for crossdressing. ANAMARIE, OHIO. 
----------------�---�------------�------�-�--�-------------�--�--------------

De f i n i t i o n o f  t he me one st  ma n i n  t he wo r ld : Tha t ' a 
t he ma n wh o d idn ' t  t e ll h i s  w i fe he was s t e r i le 
unt i l  a f t e r  she was pre gna nt ! ;t1 i�41, tl\ -

MARRIAGE is an institution 
held together by two book s -
cook and check. 
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'Male Woman' Finds New Self 
_ _ __ Smithsonian Cu-,,ator, 51, Cornes Out of the Closet 

B y  Robert F .  Levey 
Washington Post Start Writer 

The application for a change of name was filed in 
D.C. Superior Court on Jan. 13, 1976. When no 
creditors, heirs or ex-spouses came forward to pro• 
test, it was routinely approved. Walter Faw Cannon, 
the j udge decreed, wo,uld henceforth be known as 
Faye cannon. 

Why would a 51-year-old xniµi change his name? 
"For reasons of family tradition," Cannon's appli

cation said. "The applicant wishes to assume the 
name of his maternal family as his first name. • . 
Faye is a modern-day variation of the applicant's 
maternal surname, Faw." 

But that wasn't the reason at all. The reason was 
that Faye Cannon had decided to come all the way 
out of the closet. 

Cannon wears women's clothing. For more than a 
year, he has worn women's clothes every business 
day to his job as curator of the history of classical 
physics and geosciences at the Smithsonian Institu
toin's Museum of History and Technology. 

"I don't classify myself as gay, because I don't 
know what the word means," said Faye Cannon, who 

also calls. himself Susan. "I define myself as a male 
woman. There I know what the words mean." 

Cannon, a tall, balding, broad-shouldered baritone, 
said he has been teased only once in the 15 months 
since he hung up his men's suits forever. He insisted 
that relations with his museum coworkers are better, 

· not worse. He knows that historical groups may now 
blackball him from opportunities to lecture and write, 
but he said that has not yet happened and may never. 

"The psychological impact has been stronger than 
I expected," Cannon said. "I have known about my
self for years. But I didn't know how satisfying it 
would be. 
· "I feel I'm dressing up as a clown when I wear 
men's clothes." 

Cannon wore men's clothes throughout an academic 
career that could not have been much more illus
trious. The son of the former dean of the Duke Uni• 
versity Divinity School, he received a B.A. degree 
from Princeton, and an M.A. and a Ph.D. from Har• 
vard. He was on the history faculties of the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology and the Univ�rsity 
of California at Berkeley before coming to the Smith
sonian 13 years ago. 

Cannon lives alone in a small apart
ment near Dupont Circle. His parents 
and his only brother are dead. He has 
never married. 

Cannon has no glib or simple ex
planation for the way he is. "One 
would have to be a superpsychologist 
to understand the balance of forces," 
he said. One thing he is sure of is 
that he will not tamper with his male 
body. "No sex change, no hormones, 
no self-psychiatry," he said. 

Cannon ascribed the timing of his 
decision to come out of the closet to 
job security. It was not until July 3, 
1 975, that the Civil Service Commis
sion barred discrimination against 
homosexuals. Soon after that, Can
non began going to work in women's 
clothes-usually skirts and blouses, 
with some j ewelry. 

He still runs a considerable risk, 
however. Civil Serviee employees are 
supposed to avoid "infamous or no-

toriously disgraceful conduct." Viola
tors are those "whose social behavior 
is so bizarre or so clearly aberrant 
that the conduct in itself evidences 
depravity." 

Firing is warranted "only when the 
notoriety accomp,anying the conduct 
can reasonably be expected to ad
versely affect the person's ability to 
pe��orm his or her job or the agency's 
ab1l tty to carry out its responsibili-t f ,,c.: , , 

museum, said Cannon's choice of 
dress has produced "a lot of mum
bling" among fellow staif members 
but no complaints from the public. ' 

"We like to think of the Smith
�?.n i_an . as a liberal . place," Mayr said. I his 1s not anythrng we're going to 
attack him on. We decided we would not pay a lot of attention to this. 
Honestly, personally, it doesn't IJother 
me." 

Mayr said, however, that two civil 
service actions, neither c o n n e c t e d  
with his change of name and dress are �ending against Cannon: one con'. cermng overuse of sick leave the other "job performance."' Mayr �ould not speculate on the outcome of the two actions. 

He did say that Cannon ls "a born rebel" who would "provoke pPople in t�e past." His mode of dress "is, ob• v10usly, the ultimate provocation " Mayr said. ' 
Ca�non said his basic motive for dressmg as a woman is not to shock but to allow "everybody to know yo� 

-
as you are. Other people had to make 
an adjustment. I didn't." 

Cannon said he formally changed 
his name to make things official and 
simpler now that he wears women's 
clothes in public. "How do I prove 
I'm who I say I am at a new bank?" 
he asked. "They're obsessed with 
driver's licenses, and I don't drive." 
He said he has not encountered any 
credit difficulty since the name 
change was approved. 

Cannon stressed that his conversion 
could not have been so easy ii he 
J ived anywhere else. District of 
Columbia law forbids discrimination 
against homosexuals,, and it is not a 
violation of the law in Washington 
for a man to wear women's clothing. 

Because this is not the case In 
Maryland, Virginia or about 40 other 
states, Cannon rarely ventures outside 
Washington. "I don't have a very wide 
range of places I want to go," he said. 
"I'm going to the same places I al

· ways went." 
Cannon has a ready explanation 
" . 

for the tolerance he said he has found 
here. "Washington is a majority made 
up of minorities." he sa1<1. ··1 come 
out as one of the minority people, 
too." 

That accounts for the especially 
good reception Cannon said he re
ceives from black and femalll .cow
workers. "I 'm no longer one of.�-the 
upper ruling class," he said. "People 
who are nobody special recognize that 

' I'm nobody special, too." 
. .  His most awkward times occur 
when children approach him In stores 
to ask if he is a man or a woman, 
Cannon said. But the awkwardness, 
he insisted, is on their part, not his. 
He said he answers "both," and lets 
it go at that. .-

Cannon said he has had little con• 
tact with Washington-area gay 011?4n
izations. "I'm not a meetings type," 
he said. 

In all, CannOfl !llllllilal a1 eonteM- M 
could be expected. "It's been a very 
fine thing," he said. 'I can't imagine 
going back to the old way." 

A MAN rarely succeeds a t  
anything unle&11 he has fun 1 

doing it. __ j 
-----�--- . .  - ... _-:--�-:-:---... �- · -·---

Cannon's responslbilitv at History 
1 and Technology is to choose and col 

lect all the museum's exhibits that 
t?uch on his field. He js al so respon
stble 1Jor providing further informa
t 10n. m person, to museum vi sitors 
who ask. 

That might be expected to stun a 
few folks now and then.  bu t  Ca nnon 
claimed_ that it  has not. Nor, he added, 
has off�ce life been harder or lc,s 
productive since he • ·came out ." 
Rather, he said, it Is more honest. 

Otto Mayr, chairman of the depart
ment of science and technology a.t the 

-- -•:· ' 
NOTE : 

COLUM J follows col 
one 

--�--------�--------

Angela Douglas 
Is All Woman 

Alternat i ve press writer Ange la  Doug
las underwent the final stage of the sex.  
change operat ion on  Apri I 1 2  a t  the  Los 
Angeles c l i n ic  of Dr. John R. Brown. 

Douglas said the e x p e r i e n c e  was 
"gh_astly" but that she is recuperat ing 
rapid ly .  Douglas l ived as a woman for 
al most e ight years before havi ng the 
operation. 

2 Missouri U. Su rgeons 

Report a Medical First 

In Transsexual Operation 

Surgeons at  the University of Mi ssouri 
reported Monday that they had per
formed the first female-to-male transsex
ual operation in which the patient was 
given a penis capable of erect ion .  

Until now, doctO'l'S performing such  
operations had either not attempted t r, 
conslruct a penis, l im i ting the surgica l  
procedures to mastectomies and remova: 
of the hormone-producing ovaries, or hac 
�ven the patient a penis kept in a perma 
nent state of semierection by an implant 
ed rod.· 

In this new case, reported in Kansa :  
C i ty before a u·rology sem inar sponsore, 
by the Univers i ty of M i ssouri and i ts af 
fi l iated Columbi a Medical Center, th 
d<>ftors said that the penis  con tained 

tiny hydraulic system that permi tted i 
fluid to be pumped from a reservoi r ii 
the abdomen into the penis to cause erec 
l ion.  This procedure has been used befor, 
for men suffering from incurable impo 
tence. 

The report was made by Dr. Josep 
Montie, a urologist .  and Dr. Charles Pucl 

; e t t , a plastic surgeon, both at the Unive, 
s ity of Missour i .  

I The patient , whose identity was  n1  
d isc losed,  was said to be about 30 yea: 
old and to have been l iving for fOlilr yea 

I
, as a male, ha\'ing pre\' iously had surge1 
to remove t_he breasts and ovaries. 

j The patient, described as bearded a1 
i broad-shouldered, was quoted as sayi1 

that he  had thought of himself as a ma 
s ince b irth .  Unl ike homosexuals, who a 
cept and, prefer the sex correspondi1 
to_ their _anatomy, transsexuals grow , 
�1 th  self 1mages . appropriate to the opi: 
Site sex anatom,,cally. 

! In t_hc surgery reported in  Kansas C i ·  
a pc m s  and scrotum were fash ioned· c 
of sk i"  removed from the pat icn 
th i gh's .  The patient I'S steri le .  

_,.� . .  '....,._ 
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